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1. D. The forest owlet (Athene blewitti) is endemic to the forests of 

central India. It is listed as Endangered on the IUCN Red List since 2018, as 

the population is estimated at less than 1,000 mature individuals. It is 

threatened foremost by deforestation. The forest owlet was recorded in 

central India, and until 1997 was known from just seven specimens in 

museums collected in northern Maharashtra, and south-east Madhya 

Pradesh or western Odisha. The last record until then was based on a 

specimen claimed from Gujarat in 1914 by Richard Meinertzhagen. 

Searches in Gujarat had been futile until the species was rediscovered in 

November 1997 by a group of American ornithologists in the foothills of 

the Satpura Range, northeast of Bombay. The forest owlet was observed in 

Odisha, Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra and Gujarat, and at a 

few locations in Melghat Tiger Reserve in Maharashtra. In Gujarat, the 

forest owlet occurs in Purna Wildlife Sanctuary. An individual was sighted 

in Tansa Wildlife Sanctuary in the Thane district in 2014. 

2. B. Cirrochroa thais, also known as the Tamil yeoman,is a species 

of nymphalid butterfly found in forested areas of tropical Sri 

Lanka and India. It is the state butterfly of the Indian state of Tamilnadu. 

Papilio polymnestor, the blue Mormon, is a large swallowtail butterfly found 

in south India and Sri Lanka. It is the "state butterfly" of the Indian state 

of Maharashtra. With a wingspan of 120–150 mm, it is the fourth largest 

butterfly of India. Troides aeacus, the golden birdwing, is a large 

tropical butterfly belonging to the swallowtail family, Papilionidae. 

3. A. Phayre's leaf monkey (Trachypithecus phayrei), also known as Phayre's 

langur, is a species of lutung native to Southeast Asia, 

including India, Bangladesh, Myanmar, Thailand, Laos, Vietnam, 

and China. It is listed as Endangered on the IUCN Red List and is threatened 

by hunting and loss of habitat. In India, it is mainly found in Tripura and 

Mizoram. 

4. D 

5. A. It is utilized for immediate use of disaster relief. On the other hand, 

National Disaster Mitigation Fund is used for mitigation purposes. 

6. C. Secret agents appointed by Alauddin in Market areas as part of market 

reforms. 
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7. D. Sikandar Lodi (died 21 November 1517), born Nizam Khan, was 

an Afghan Sultan of the Delhi Sultanate between 1489 and 1517 

8. A. Tax paid by farmers were higher than that of previous Hindu Kingdoms. 

It was 1/3rd during Delhi sultanate. There was no significant change in Hindu 

society. Currency value varied across the regions. 

9. B. Muhammad Bin Tughluq, first extended Alauddin Khilji's system of 

revenue collection based on measurement to Gujarat, Malwa, Deccan, South 

India and Bengal. At a later stage, the scale of agrarian taxation was 

enhanced considerably. Also, cattle were branded and cottages counted to 

avoid any concealments. 

This tremendous increase in revenue demand resulted in contraction of area 

under plough, flight of peasantry and in a big peasant revolt in the Doab and 

around Delhi. This caused failure of grain supplies to Delhi and a famine 

that lasted for about seven years, from 1334-5 to 1342. 

Faced with these problems, Muhammad Tughluq became the first Sultan to 

attempt to formulate an agricultural policy for promoting agriculture. He 

introduced the practice of giving agricultural loans named Sondhar for 

increasing the area under plough and for digging wells for irrigation. 

According to one estimate, around 70 lakhs tenkas were given till 1346-7. 

Hence, option 2 is correct. 

A new ministry designated Diwan-i-amir-i-kohi was established to promote 

agriculture. Its two main functions were to extend the area under cultivation 

and to reclaim the land that went out of cultivation and improving the 

cropping pattern. Hence, option 3 is correct. 

A model farm under the state was created in an area in an area of 64 square 

miles, for which the government spent Seventy lakh tankas. There was no 

provision for abolition or reduction of taxes. Hence, option 1 is not correct 

10. D. Amir Khusrau was a mystic, philosopher, musician and litterateur who 

enjoyed the patronage of seven successive sultans during the volatile period 

of the Delhi Sultanate. Along with Sadi, Nizami and Firdausi, Khusrau is 

acknowledged as one of the four great pillars of 14th-century Persian 

literature. He was awarded the title of Tuti-e-Hind, Nightingale of India. He 

was the disciple of the Sufi saint Hazrat Nizamuddin Auliya. Hence, 

statement 1 is correct. 

Amir Khusrau played a key role in the evolution of Hindustani classical 

music. Several musical compositions set in qawwali, khayal, tarana and 

naqsh, as well as several ragas are attributed to Khusrau. 
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The invention of the table and sitar is also attributed to him. Influenced by 

the spiritual philosophy of Hazrat Nizamuddin, Khusrau believed in 

affection and harmony between people belonging to different faiths and 

creed. He introduced many new ragas such as Ghora and Sanam. He evolved 

a new style of light music known as Qawwalis by blending the Hindu and 

Iranian systems. Hence, statement 2 is correct. The invention of Sitar is also 

attributed to him. 

He also wrote a number of poems. He experimented with several poetical 

forms and created a new style of Persian poetry called Sabaq-i-Hind or the 

Indian style. Hence, statement 3 is correct. 

He also wrote some Hindi verses. His Khazain-ul-Futuh speaks about the 

Alauddin's conquests. His famous work, the Tughlaq Nama deals with the 

rise of Ghiyasuddin Tughlaq. 

Amir Khusro saw the rule of seven Sultans (Balban, Muhammad, Cakubad, 

Jalaluddin Khilji, Alauddin Khilji, Mubarak Shah Khaliji, Gaisuddin 

Tughlaq) 

11. C. Both are correct 

12. C. A Bill is not a Money Bill if it contains only provisions dealing with any 

or all matters relating to the imposition and abolition of any tax concerning 

centre, state and local administration. 

13. B. Passage of censure motion does not need govt to resign. 

14. B. Only delhi and puducherry have Rajya Sabha seats 

15. C 

16. A. FAO website. 

17. C 

18. B 

19. D 

20. C. Indian Wild Ass Sanctuary also known as the Wild Ass Wildlife 

Sanctuary is located in the Little Rann of Kutch in the Gujarat state of India. 

It is spread over an area of 4954 km². The wildlife sanctuary was established 

in 1972 and came under the Wildlife Protection Act of 1972. The sanctuary 

is one of the last places on earth where the endangered wild ass sub-

species Indian Wild Ass (Khur) (Equus hemionus khur) belonging to Asiatic 

Wild Ass species Onager (Equus hemionus) can be spotted. 
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