
 

 

Q1) With reference to the accounts of District Councils under the sixth schedule consider the 
following statements: 
1. The accounts of Districts Councils are audited by the Comptroller and Auditor-General (CAG) of 
India. 
2. The audit reports of Districts Councils are submitted to Governor who lays them before the 
Legislative Assemblies of respective States in which the Councils lie. 
Select the correct statement(s) from the codes given below: 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Answer: A 
Explanation: 
1. Paragraph 7(4) of the sixth schedule states that the CAG shall cause the accounts of District 

Councils or the Regional Councils, as the case may be, to be audited in such manner as he may 
think fit. Hence, statement 1 is correct. 

2. The same paragraph states that such a report is to submitted to the Governor who will lay them 
before the respective District/Regional Councils. Hence, statement 2 is incorrect. 

Level: Difficult 
 
 
Q2) With reference to cytokine storm syndrome, seen sometime in news, consider the following 
statements: 
1. It is characterised by the overproduction of immune cells. 
2. In the condition of flu infection it leads to lung inflammation and respiratory distress. 
3. If clinically not diagnosed, may lead to multiple organ failures. 
Select the correct answer using the codes given below.  
(a) 1 and 3 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only  
(c) 1 and 2 only  
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
Answer: D 
Explanation: 
1. All the above statements are correct  
2. A subset of the infected patients develop severe COVID-19 because of an overreaction of their 

immune systems, which triggers what is known as a “cytokine storm syndrome” (CSS). 
3. Definition: A severe immune reaction in which the body releases too many cytokines into the 

blood too quickly. Cytokines play an important role in normal immune responses, but having a 
large amount of them released in the body all at once can be harmful. A cytokine storm can 
occur as a result of an infection, autoimmune condition, or other disease. It may also occur after 
treatment with some types of immunotherapy. Signs and symptoms include high fever, 
inflammation (redness and swelling), and severe fatigue and nausea. Sometimes, a cytokine 
storm may be severe or life threatening and lead to multiple organ failure. Also called 
Hypercytokinemia. Statement 1 is correct. 

4. Cytokines play an important role in normal immune responses, but having a large amount of 
them released in the body all at once can be harmful. A cytokine storm can occur as a result of 



 

 

an infection, autoimmune condition, or other disease.  In the condition of flu infection it leads 
to lung inflammation and respiratory distress. Statement 2 is correct. 

5. When the cytokines that raise immune activity become too abundant, the immune system may 
not be able to stop itself. Immune cells spread beyond infected body parts and start attacking 
healthy tissues, gobbling up red and white blood cells and damaging the liver. Blood vessel walls 
open up to let immune cells into surrounding tissues, but the vessels get so leaky that the lungs 
may fill with fluid, and blood pressure drops. Blood clots throughout the body, further choking 
blood flow. When organs don’t get enough blood, a person can go into shock, risking 
permanent organ damage or death. Statement 3 is correct. 

 
Source: https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-cytokine-storms-or-when-the-bodys-
own-immune-system-leads-to-covid-19-deaths-6346145/ 
Level: Medium 
 
Q3) He was associated with the Ghadar Party in the US; referred to himself as Mohamed Singh Azad 
and he is seen as hero by some to avenge the Jallianwala Bagh massacre. He was 
(a) Udham Singh 
(b) Sukhdev Thapar 
(c) Kartar Singh Sarabha 
(d) Dhan Singh Gurjar 
 
Answer: A 
Explanation: 
Udham Singh: 
1. Personality of Udham Singh has been in news several times. There has been demands for his 

statue to be installed in Jallianwala Bagh and the Parliament complex. Indian Cinema is also 
planning to release a documentary film on him. 

2. Udham Singh was born in Punjab in 1899. He was a political activist who got associated with the 
Ghadar Party while in US. 

3. On March 13, 1940 Udham Singh shot O’Dwyer (who in 1919 had been the Lieutenant Governor 
of Punjab when Jillianwala Bagh Massacre took place) at a meeting of the East India Association 
to avenge the Jallianwala Bagh massacre. 

4. At the court he referred to himself as Mohamed Singh Azad, to symbolise Hindu-Sikh-Muslim 
unity in the fight for India’s freedom.  

5. He was sentenced to death and was hanged on July 31, 1940. 
 
Sukhdev Thapar: 
1. He was an Indian revolutionary and a senior member of the Hindustan Socialist Republican 

Association 
2. He participated in several actions alongside Bhagat Singh and Shivaram Rajguru, and was hanged 

by the British authorities on 23 March 1931. 
 
Kartar Singh Sarabha: 
1. Indian revolutionary who was a member of Ghadar Party. 
2. He helped Lala Hardayal running the revolutionary newspaper Ghadr (revolt). 
3. He undertook the responsibility for printing of the Gurmukhi edition of the paper 
4. Most famously accused in the Lahore Conspiracy trial. 
 



 

 

Dhan Singh Gurjar: 
Also known as Dhunna Singh 
He was the Indian kotwal (police chief) of Meerut who participated in the 1857 rebellion  
He led initial actions against the British East India Company in Meerut. 
 
Source: https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-who-was-udham-singh-the-
freedom-fighter-pragya-invoked-6143195/ 
https://www.thehindu.com/entertainment/movies/vicky-kaushal-to-star-in-shoojit-sircars-film-
udham-singh/article26445212.ece 
Level: Medium 
 
Q4) Substantive equality in a society means that: 
(a) All the members of the society are treated equally under all circumstances. 
(b) There is equality of opportunity in the society. 
(c) There is absence of privilege in the society. 
(d) The society has eliminated all forms of differences. 
 
Answer: B 
Explanation: 
1. Substantive equality in a society is based on the idea that equality itself is based on the context 

and the situation that a person is in. Thus, equality is not simply the absence of privileges.  
2. Equality is the positive discrimination meted out to the deprived sections of the society so as to 

ensure an equality of opportunity. Hence, B is the correct answer.  
Level: Moderate  
 
Q5) With reference to National Green Tribunal (NGT), Consider the following statements: 
 1. Cases related to Wildlife Protection Act 1972 is out of the jurisdiction of NGT. 
 2. High Courts have the appellate jurisdiction over NGT. 
 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
 (a) 1 only  
 (b) 2 only 
 (c) Both 1 and 2  
 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Answer: A 
Explanation: 
1. National Green Tribunal (NGT) had banned crop residue burning in the states of Rajasthan, Uttar 

Pradesh, Haryana and Punjab. 
2. National Green Tribunal is a Statutory body created by NGT act 2010. 
3.  The National Green Tribunal Act, 2010 is an Act of the Parliament of India which enables 

creation of a special tribunal to handle the expeditious disposal of the cases pertaining to 
environmental issues.  

4. The NGT deals with civil cases under the seven laws related to the environment, these include: 
1. The Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974, 
2. The Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Cess Act, 1977, 
3. The Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980, 
4. The Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981, 
5. The Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, 



 

 

6. The Public Liability Insurance Act, 1991 and 
7. The Biological Diversity Act, 2002.  So statement 1 is correct. 

5. An appeal against order/decision/ award of the NGT lies to the Supreme Court, generally within 
ninety days from the date of communication. So statement 2 is incorrect. 

 
Source: https://www.prsindia.org/uploads/media/Green%20Tribunal/Final%20Version%20-
%20National%20Green%20Tribunal%20Bill.pdf 
Level: Medium 
 
Q6)  Which of the following is not a Fundamental Function of a Constitution? 
(a) Provide a basic set of rules for minimal coordination of the society. 
(b) Setting limits on the government and what it can impose on citizens. 
(c) Defining the duties and responsibilities of the members of a society. 
(d) Enabling the government to fulfil the aspirations of a society. 
 
Answer: C 
Explanation: 
Duties and responsibilities of citizens are hallmark of socialist constitutions only. On the other hand, 
the rest three features are shared by all the Constitutions. Hence, C is the correct answer. 
Level: Moderate  
 
Q7)  Which of the following belong to the classification of Technical Textiles? 
1. PPE kits 
2. Sanitary pads 
3. Swimming suits 
4. Home bedsheets 
Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 
(a) 1 and 3 only 
(b) 1, 2 and 3 only 
(c) 3 only 
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 
 
Answer: B 
Explanation: 
1. Technical textiles are functional fabrics that have applications across various industries including 

automobiles, civil engineering and construction, agriculture, healthcare, industrial safety, 
personal protection etc. These are important less for their aesthetic value and more for their 
utility. These are classified into 12 types -  Agrotex, Buildtex, Clothtex, Geotex, Hometex, 
Indutex, Medtex, Mobiltex, Oekotex (Ecotex), Packtex, Protex and Sportex. 

2. PPE kits, Sanitary pads and Swimming suits belong to the category of Protex, Medtex and 
Sportex respectively. Home bedsheets do not have any technical component in them and, 
hence, are not technical textiles. Hence, B is the correct answer. 

 
Q8) With reference to Operation Greens, consider the following statements: 
1. Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers' Welfare is the implementing ministry of the scheme. 
2. The scheme targets improvement in seed replacement ratio to enhance production of tomato, 
onion and potato. 
Select the correct statement(s) from the codes given below: 



 

 

(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Answer: D 
Explanation: 
1. Operation Greens has been formulated to stabilize the supply of Tomato, Onion and Potato 

(TOP) crops and to ensure availability of TOP crops throughout the country round the year 
without price volatility. It is not concerned with production, but with strengthening their value 
chain systems and processing. Thus, seed replacement ratio is not an area that it's concerned 
with. Hence, statement 2 is incorrect. 

2. The scheme is being implemented by Ministry of Food Processing Industries as it relates to post 
harvest and food processing infrastructure. Hence, statement 1 in incorrect. 

Level: Easy 
 
Q9) If a person has to go from India to Vladivostok via shortest sea route (should only include sea 
route only) which of the following water bodies he/she would be crossing? 
 1. South China sea 
 2. East Sea 
 3. Okhotsk sea 
 4. Bering Sea 
 Select the answer using the codes given below 
 (a) 1 and 2 only 
 (b) 1, 2 and 3 only 
 (c) 2 and 3 only 
 (d) All of the above 
 
Answer: A 
Explanation:  
1. The question tries to analyse does a student has a understanding and perspective of the location 

of of places. 
2. Ohkotsk Sea and Bearing Sea are north of Vladivostok and need to be crossed 
 
Source: 
3. https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/india-russia-inks-proposal-on-developing-

chennai-vladivostok-sea-route/article29331175.ece 
4. Atlas 
Level: Difficult 
Q10) With reference to Basel norms, consider the following statements: 
1. The norms emphasise on liberalisation of financial sector through self-regulation of capital 
adequacy by banks. 
2. These norms are decided by the Basel Committee on Banking Supervision to strengthen 
international banking system. 
3. Only Central Banks are allowed to become members of the Basel Committee on Banking 
Supervision. 
4. RBI is India's representative in the committee. 
Select the correct statement(s) from the codes given below: 



 

 

(a) 2, 3 and 4 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only 
(c) 1, 2 and 3 only 
(d) 2 and 4 only 
 
Answer: D 
Explanation: 
1. Basel norms are norms decided by the member institutions (which includes Central Banks as 

well as banking regulators)  to strengthen international banking system.. These are decided by 
the Basel Committee on Banking Supervision. Hence, statement 2 is correct and 3 is incorrect. 

2. The norms emphasize regulation of the financial sector so as to prevent any collapse. Te 
emphasis is not on liberalization and self-regulation. Hence, statement 1 is incorrect. 

3. RBI is India's representative in the committee. Hence, statement 4 is correct. 
 
Level: Difficult 
 
Q11) Consider the following statements : 
1. Any person under trial for an offence with a sentence of two years or more is not eligible to 
contest elections.  
2. It is mandatory for all political parties to publish all details regarding pending criminal cases 
against their chosen candidates, on party websites and social media handles. 
3. It is mandatory for each candidate to submit a sworn affidavit giving his/her financial details and 
criminal cases. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
Answer: C 
Explanation: 
1. Recently, Supreme Court made it mandatory for political parties to publish, including on official 

social media pages, details of cases against their candidates and the reasons for selecting them 
over others. Statement 2 is correct. 

2. Earlier orders of Supreme Court state that: Each candidate shall submit a sworn affidavit giving 
financial details and criminal cases. Statement 3 is correct. 

3. Each candidate shall inform the political party in writing of criminal cases against him or her; and 
The party shall put up on its website and on social media as well as publish in newspapers the 
names and details of such candidates. 

4. Section 8 of the Representation of the People (RP) Act, 1951 disqualifies a person convicted with 
a sentence of two years or more from contesting elections. But those under trial continued to be 
eligible to contest elections. Statement 1 is incorrect. 

Source: https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/supreme-court-orders-parties-to-publish-
criminal-history-of-candidates/article30808148.ece  
Level: Easy 
 
Q12) With reference to Bhakti tradition in India, Consider the following statements: 
 1. Kariakal Ammaiyar was one of the Nirguna Bhakti saint. 



 

 

 2. Bhakti tradition helped in the development of vernacular languages. 
 Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
 (a) 1 only  
 (b) 2 only 
 (c) Both 1 and 2  
 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Answer: B 
Explanation: 
1. Nirguna Bhakti refers to Bhakti of abstract form of god. Nirguna Bhakta's poetry were Jnana-

Shrayi, or had roots in knowledge. e.g. Kabir and Guru Nanak. 
2. Saguna Bhakti refers to Worship of specific deity or it’s form. Saguna Bhakta's poetry were 

Prema-shrayi, or with roots in love. E.g. Alvars- worshipers of Vishnu and Nayanars- worshipers 
of Shiva. 

3. Alvars and Nayanars saints travelled from place to place singing hymns in Tamil and identified 
Shrine where large temples were developed later. 

4. Statement 1 is incorrect: Karaikal Ammaiyar was the worshiper of Shiva, thus she was Saguna 
Bhakti saint.  

5. Statement 2 is correct: Nalayira Divyaprabandham – composition by Alvars, considered as 5th 
Veda was in Tamil, Vachana of Bassava were in Kannad language, Composition of Kabir were in 
Bijak as well as his poetry were in several language and dialect.  

 
Source: NCERT - class 12th themes II -Ch- Bhakti and Sufi 
Level: Easy 
 
Q13) Which of the following statements about Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC) is incorrect? 
(a) It is a legally binding on all the member States. 
(b) It is administered by the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW). 
(c) The executive functions to be performed under the Convention are executed by UNSC. 
(d) Conference of the States Parties is the principal decision-making body. 
 
Answer: C 
Explanation: 
1. In news because for the first time OPCW has explicitly blamed Syria for chemical attacks. 
2. The Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC) is an arms control treaty that outlaws the production, 

stockpiling, and use of chemical weapons and their precursors. Treaties are legally binding in 
nature, and, thus, so is CWC. Hence, statement a is correct. 

3. CWC is administered by the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) 
which is an inter-governmental body comprising of all member states. Hence, statement b is 
correct. 

4. The OPCW has the following 3 arms: 
1. Conference of the States Parties as the principal decision-making body, 
2. The Executive Council (EC) as the executive organ of the organisation (nothing to do with 

UNSC), and 
3. The Technical Secretariat (TS) where most of the employees of the organisation work. 

5. Hence, statement c is incorrect and d is correct. 
 
Q14) How will be the project “MANAV” often seen in news be helpful in the future? 



 

 

1. Project will assist in understanding of the roles of tissues and cells linked to various diseases.  
2. This Project can be used to discover drugs. 
Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only  
(b) 2 only  
(c) Both 1 and 2  
(d) Neither 1 and 2 
 
Answer: C 
Explanation: 
1. Department of Biotechnology (DBT) launched MANAV: Human Atlas Initiative. 
2. MANAV Project aims to create an open and interactive atlas of human biology, compiling, 

curating and synthesising data at the molecular, cellular, tissue and organismic level from 
scientific literature and public databases. literature. 

3. Statement 1 correct: Project will be mapping every single tissue of the human body to have 
deeper understanding of the roles of tissues and cells linked to various diseases. 

4. Statement 2 correct: The programme involves gaining better biological insights through 
physiological and molecular mapping, develop disease models through predictive computing and 
have a wholistic analysis and finally drug discovery. 

 
Source: https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/manav-human-atlas-initiative-depart-of-
biotechnology-5723857/ 
Level: Easy  
 
Q15) With reference to ‘’Red snow” or “ Watermelon‘’ seen sometimes in news, consider the 
following statements : 
1. It is due to algae species which exists in the snow in the polar and glacial regions and carries a red 
pigment. 
2. It is new and recently observed phenomenon. 
3. It helps reducing melting of glaciers. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 2 and 3 only 
 
Answer: A 
Explanation:  
1. Recently photograph of “Red Snow” around Ukraine’s Vernadsky Research Base, off the coast of 

Antarctica’s northernmost peninsula, had gone viral.  
2. Red Snow is an alga species. This alga species, Chlamydomonas Nivalis, exists in snow in the 

Polar and Glacial regions, and carries a red pigment to keep itself warm. Statement 1 is correct. 
3. “Red snow” or “watermelon” is a phenomenon that has been known since ancient times. 

Aristotle is believed to be one of the first to give a written account of red snow, over 2,000 years 
ago. But now, it raises concerns about climate change. Statement 2 is incorrect 

4. These algae change the snow’s albedo which refers to the amount of light or radiation the snow 
surface is able to reflect back. Changes in albedo lead to more melting. Statement 3 is incorrect. 

 



 

 

Source: https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-red-snow-at-antarctic-base-the-
cause-and-the-concerns-6291712/ 
Level: Difficult 
 
Q16) With reference to the Wetlands in India, consider the following statements:  
 1. Bihar and Karnataka do not have any wetland under Ramsar Convention. 
 2. Most of the Wetlands in India under Ramsar convention are also in Montreux Record. 
 Which of the statements given above are correct? 
 (a) 1 only. 
 (b) 2 only. 
 (c) Both 1 and 2  
 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Answer: A 
Explanation:  
1. Recently, India has added 10 more wetlands to the sites protected by the Ramsar Convention. 
2. These are: 

1. Maharashtra: Nandur (State’s first ever). 
2. Punjab: Keshopur-Miani, Beas Conservation Reserve and Nangal. 
3. Uttar Pradesh: Nawabganj, Parvati Agra, Saman, Samaspur, Sandi and Sarsai Nawar. 

3. The other 27 Ramsar sites are in Rajasthan, Kerala, Odisha, Madhya Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, 
Assam, West Bengal, Jammu and Kashmir, Andhra Pradesh, Manipur, Gujarat, Tamil Nadu and 
Tripura. 

4. Bihar and Karnataka do not have any wetland under Ramsar Convention. 
5.  Montreux Record under the Ramsar Convention is a register of wetland sites on the List of 

Wetlands of International Importance where changes in ecological character have occurred, are 
occurring, or are likely to occur as a result of technological developments, pollution or other 
human interference. It is maintained as part of the Ramsar List. 

6. Currently, only two sites from India are in Montreux record: Keoladeo National Park 
(Rajasthan) and Loktak Lake (Manipur). 

7. Chilika lake (Odisha) was placed in the record but was later removed from it. 
 
Source: https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/37-indian-wetlands-
declared-sites-of-international-importance-under-ramsar-javadekar/article30675881.ece 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Ramsar_sites_in_India 
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetailm.aspx?PRID=1600857 
Level: Medium 
 
Q17) With respect to election through Proportional Representation through Single Transferable vote 
consider the following statements: 
1. A candidate must always obtain at least 1 more than 50% vote to secure a seat. 
2. All the elected seats to Legislative Councils are elected using this method. 
3. This method gives more stable government than First Past the Post System. 
Select the incorrect statements from the codes given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 2 only 



 

 

 
Answer: C 
Explanation: 
1. The number of votes required in an election through Proportional Representation through Single 

Transferable vote depends on the number of seats being contested in the election. The formula 
to determine the same is 100/(n+1) percent plus 1. Thus, if 1 seat is being contested (e.g. 
President's election) then the votes needed are 100/(1+1)%+1 = 50%+1. But if 2 seats are being 
contested then the votes required become 33%+1. Hence, statement 1 is incorrect. 

2. All the elected seats to Legislative Councils (1/3rd by LA, 1/3rd by Municipalities and District 
Boards, 1/12th by teachers and 1/12th by graduates) are elected through Proportional 
Representation through Single Transferable vote. Hence, statement 2 is correct. 

3. This method ensures wider interest representation and, thus, makes formation of stable 
government more difficult. Hence, statement 3 is incorrect. 

4. Because incorrect statements are asked C is the correct answer. 
Level: Difficult 
 
Q18) With reference to the Consumer Protection Councils consider the following statements: 
1. These have the power to prevent unfair practices and impose penalties on misleading 
advertisements. 
2. These will be headed by Ministers of Consumer Affairs (at national and state levels) and District 
Collector at district level. 
Select the correct statement(s) from the codes given below: 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Answer: B 
Explanation: 
1. Consumer Protection Councils under the new Consumer Protection Act are only advisory bodies. 

It is the Central Consumer Protection Authority (CCPA), a centralized body for protection of 
consumer interests that has the power to prevent unfair practices and impose penalties on 
misleading advertisements. Hence, statement 1 is incorrect. 

2. Consumer Protection Councils will be headed by Ministers of Consumer Affairs (at national and 
state levels) and DC at district level. Hence, statement 2 is correct. 

 
Level: Medium 
 
Q19) Which of the following component is included in Swachh Bharat Mission Phase II? 
1. Biodegradable solid waste management  
2. Greywater management 
3. Faecal sludge management 
4. Plastic waste management 
5. E- waste management 
Select the correct answer using the codes given below 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 1, 2, 3 and 4 only 



 

 

(d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 
 
Answer: C 
Explanation: 
1. Recently the operational guidelines for the second phase of the Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM II) 

were released by the Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation (DDWS) under the Union 
Ministry of Jal (water) Shakti on May 2020. 

2. The strategy focused on proper implementation of solid and liquid waste management (SLWM) 
— plastic waste, organic waste, grey water, and faecal sludge — in rural areas. 

3. E- waste management was not included in this mission. 
 
Source: https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/rural-water-and-sanitation/swachh-bharat-mission-
phase-ii-guidelines-released-71626 
Level: Difficult 
 
Q20) Consider the following statements:  
 1. People in some Harrapan cities domesticated elephants which was not the case with people of 
Mesopotamian cities 
 2. The practice of worship of male and female sex organs was introduced by the Aryans. 
 3. Unlike Mesopotamia inscriptions of IVC mostly contained only a few words. 
 Which of the statement given above is/are correct? 
 (a) 1 and 2 only  
 (b) 1 and 3 only 
 (c) 3 only  
 (d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
Answer: B  
Explanation: 
1. Statement 1 is correct - IVC people of Gujarat cultivated Rice and domesticated elephants which 

was not the case with people of Mesopotamian cities.  
2. Statement 2 is incorrect - The practice of worship of human sex organs was already prevelant in 

IVC.  
3.  Statement 3 is correct - Most of the IVC inscriptions found are in the form of seals.  In all these 

inscriptions only a few words or a short sentences are present whereas in Mesopotamia we find 
long inscription containing several sentences. 

 
Source: NCERT Old - RS Sharma. Page: 39-42 
Level: Difficult 
 
 
Q21) Which of the following is represented by Keeling Curve 
 (a) Concentration of CO2 in atmosphere 
 (b) Level of dissolved oxygen in the ocean 
 (c) Impact of Industrial disaster with reference to the distance from the industry. 
 (d) level of contamination in the near by sea due to oil spills. 
 
Answer: A 
Explanation: 



 

 

1. Keeling Curve is a graph of the accumulation of carbon dioxide in the Earth's atmosphere. Graph 
is based on continuous measurements taken at the Mauna Loa Observatory. 

2. Recently, for the first time, global concentration of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere have 
crossed 415 parts per million (ppm) mark as per Mauna Loa Observatory.  

3. Mauna Loa Observatory (MLO) is the oldest continuous carbon dioxide (CO2) measurement 
station in the world situated in Hawaii. 

 
Source: https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/carbon-dioxide-in-atmosphere-hits-a-high-
how-it-relates-to-global-warming-5741252/ 
Level: Difficult 
 
Q22) Which among the following have influence/bearing on Atlantic Meridional Overturning 
Circulation? 
1. Rising Temperature 
2. Salinity 
3. Precipitation in Indian ocean 
Select the correct answer using the codes given below. 
(a) 1 and 3 only  
(b) 2 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only  
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
Answer: D 
Explanation: 
1. All the options are correct 
2.  Atlantic meridional overturning circulation (AMOC) — which is sometimes referred to as the 

“Atlantic conveyor belt” — is one of the Earth’s largest water circulation systems where ocean 
currents move warm, salty water from the tropics to regions further north, such as western 
Europe and sends colder water south 

3. Atlantic Meridional Overturning Circulation (AMOC) has remained stable but in the last 15 years, 
signs show that AMOC may be slowing, which could have drastic consequences on the global 
climate. 

4. The rising temperatures in the Indian Ocean can help to boost the AMOC and delay slow down. 
5. Warming in the Indian Ocean generates additional precipitation, which, in turn, draws more air 

from other parts of the world, including the Atlantic. 
6. With so much precipitation in the Indian Ocean, there will be less precipitation in the Atlantic 

Ocean. 
7. Lesser precipitation leads to higher salinity in the waters of the tropical portion of the Atlantic 

— because there won’t be as much rainwater to dilute it. 
8. This saltier water in the Atlantic, as it comes north via AMOC, will get cold much quicker than 

usual and sink faster 
 
Source: https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/is-indian-ocean-helping-atlantic-currents-
6018986/ 
Level: Medium 
 
Q23) With reference to Rajya Sabha Elections, consider the following statements : 



 

 

1. By-polls due to resignation, death or disqualification are only to serve out the remainder of their 
predecessors’ term. 
2. A member cannot vote in a Rajya Sabha election before taking oath as a legislator. 
3. Polling for a Rajya Sabha election will be held only if the number of candidates exceeds the 
number of vacancies. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 2 and 3 only 
 
Answer: C 
Explanation: 
1. Vacancies that arise due to resignation, death or disqualification are filled up through by-polls 

after which those elected serve out the remainder of their predecessors’ term. Statement 1 is 
correct. 

2. While taking oath as a member is necessary for anyone to function as a legislator, the Supreme 
Court has ruled that a member can vote in a Rajya Sabha election even before taking oath as a 
legislator as it being a non-legislative activity. Statement 2 is incorrect. 

3. Polling for a Rajya Sabha election will be held only if the number of candidates exceeds the 
number of vacancies. Since the strength of each party in the Assembly is known, it is not difficult 
to estimate the number of seats a party would win in the Rajya Sabha poll. For instance, if there 
are four seats to be filled up, and the ruling party and its allies command a two-thirds majority, 
and the Opposition a third, it will mean that the election will go three seats to one in favour of 
the ruling party. In many States, parties avoid a contest by fielding candidates only in respect to 
their strength. Where an extra candidate enters the fray, voting becomes necessary. Statement 
3 is correct. 

Source: https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/the-hindu-explains-how-are-elections-to-the-
rajya-sabha-held/article31879432.ecee 
Level: Easy 
 
Q24) Which of the following statements is correct with reference to Utkarsh 2022? 
(a) It is a programme to strengthen the regulatory and supervisory mechanism of GST council 
(b) It is a Market integration programme. 
(c) It is a framework to improve regulation and supervision, and other functions of the central bank. 
(d) It is a programme to revitalise lose making Public sector enterprises. 
 
Answer: C 
Explanation: 
In mid-2019, the Board of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) finalised a three year roadmap to improve 
regulation and supervision and some other functions of the central bank. This was actually done in 
line with the global central banks’ plan to strengthen the regulatory and supervisory mechanism. 
This roadmap strategy has been named as Utkarsh 2022. 
 
Source: https://www.thehindu.com/business/rbi-board-finalises-utkarsh-2022/article28323698.ece 
Level: Easy 
 
Q25) Which of the following are likely impacts of National Infrastructure Pipeline? 



 

 

1. Rationalization of capital expenditure of Union Government. 
2. Decrease in effective revenue deficit. 
3. Increased economic efficiency of logistics sector. 
Select the correct answer using the codes below: 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
Answer: C 
Explanation: 
1. National Infrastructure Pipeline is the priority based sequence of important infrastructure 

projects as identified by the Union government for execution over the period of next few years. 
It will help in rationalising capital expenditure as the expenditure can be front-loaded (thus, 
reduce opportunity cost caused by delay of projects) and duplications can be avoided (as the 
plan developed will be more streamlined). Hence, statement 1 is correct. 

2. Because the pipeline will improve the infrastructure of the country it will bring down the cost of 
the logistics and make the sector more efficient. Hence, statement 3 is correct. 

3. Effective revenue deficit is calculated by removing that part of grant to the states from the 
revenue deficit of the Union which has been used by the states in capital expenditure. The NIP 
does not concern capital expenditure by states, nor is it concerned with the grants given to the 
states. Hence, statement 2 is incorrect. 

 
Q26) Consider the following statements: 
1. Sun will eventually run out of fuel and collapse to form a black hole. 
2. Conversion of a star into a black hole leads to collapse of all the planets rotating it into the black 
hole. 
3. Two black holes merging with each other create gravitational waves with ever increasing 
frequencies. 
Select the correct statement(s) using the codes given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 3 only 
(d) 2 and 3 only 
 
Answer: C 
Explanation: 
1. Black holes are formed when stars having mass thrice that of the Sun run out of fuel and 

collapse. Sun doesn't have the mass to form a black hole. Hence, statement 1 is incorrect. 
2. Formation of black hole does not increase the mass of the collapsed star. It only reduces its 

volume. Thus, overall gravitational force of the collapsed star remains same. This means that 
planets around it will not feel any additional gravitational force and will continue rotating 
around it as they were. Thus, statement 2 is incorrect. 

3. Two black holes merging with each-other also rotate about each-other. This creates gravitational 
waves. As they move closer to each-other the speed to rotation about each-other keeps 
increasing. This leads to increasing frequency of the gravitational waves emitted as the number 
of pulses produced per unit of time increases. Thus, statement 3 is correct. 

 



 

 

Level: Difficult 
 
Q27) With reference to Integrated Coastal Zone Management Programme (ICZMP), Consider the 
following statements: 
 1. It was launched by Ministry of Shipping. 
 2. Society of Integrated Coastal Management (SICOM) is the National Project Management Unit 
(NPMU) for ICZMP.  
 3. Aim of the programme is to bring more number of beaches from India under Blue Flag 
Certification. 
 Which of the statements given above are correct? 
 (a) 1 and 2 
 (b) 1 and 3 
 (c) 2 only 
 (d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
Answer: C 
Explanation: 
1. Recently, the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change released the Environmental 

and Social Management Framework (ESMF) in public domain. 
2. It is part of a World Bank-funded project named ENCORE (Enhancing Coastal and Ocean 

Resource Efficiency Program) which aims to strengthen Integrated Coastal Zone Management 
Program (ICZMP) in all coastal States and Union Territories of India. 

About ICZMP- 
1. Statement 1 is in correct - Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate Change has initiated 

Integrated Coastal Zone Management Project (ICZMP) in India to protect and conserve the 
coastal and marine ecosystems and its environment through a holistic coastal management and 
to implement the National Environment Policy 2006. ICZM is a process for the management of 
the coast using an integrated approach, regarding all aspects of the coastal zone, including 
geographical and political boundaries, in an attempt to achieve sustainability. 

2. Statement 2 is correct - Society of Integrated Coastal Management (SICOM) is the nodal agency 
for the Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM) Project which is being implemented with 
assistance from the World Bank. 

3. Statement 3 is incorrect - At the National level, it has the objective to establish and support an 
appropriate national institutional structure for guiding and coordinating coastal zone 
management. Its sub-components include: 

 1. Hazard line and coastal sediment cell mapping 
  2. Mapping of ecologically sensitive areas 
  3. Establishment of National Centre for Sustainable Coastal Management (NCSCM); and 
  4. National level capacity building. 
 
Blue Flag Certification is accorded by an international agency “Foundation for Environment 
Education, Denmark” based on 33 stringent criteria in four major heads i.e. (i) Environmental 
Education and Information, (ii) Bathing Water Quality, (iii) Environment Management and 
Conservation and (iv) Safety and Services in the beaches. 
 
Source: http://sicom.nic.in/projects/iczm-project-phase-1/origin-iczm 
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/loans-credits/2020/04/28/india-enhancing-coastal-ocean-
resources-efficiency 



 

 

https://pib.gov.in/Pressreleaseshare.aspx?PRID=1594507 
Level:  Easy 
 
Q28) Arrange the following places in ascending order of length of the day in the month of December. 
1. Tasmania 
2. Rio De Janeiro 
3. Tunis City 
Select the answer using the codes given below. 
(a) 3-2-1 
(b) 1-2-3 
(c) 3-1-2 
(d) 1-2-3 
 
Answer: A 
Explanation: 
1. December is the month of summer in the southern hemisphere. The length of the day during 

this month in the Souther Hemisphere will increases from places near the equator to places near 
the Pole. Therefore the correct option will be (a). 

2. Tunis City is capital of Tunisia is in Northern Hemisphere and will experience the shortest day 
compared to other mentioned places. 

 
Source: GC Leong Chapter-1 
Level: Difficult 
 
Q29) With reference to the Comptroller and Auditor-General (CAG) of India consider the following 
statements: 
1. The financial accountability of the Executive to the Legislature is dependent on the CAG. 
2. A retired CAG cannot be appointed on any Office of Profit, including that of the Lt Governor. 
3. The salary of the CAG is protected under 2nd schedule and any change in salary requires a 
constitutional amendment. 
Select the incorrect statement(s) from the codes given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 2 only 
(d) 3 only 
 
Answer: D 
Explanation: 
1. CAG is the primary mechanism to ensure that not a farthing is spent by the Executive without 

the authority of the Legislature. He/she audits the accounts of expenditure of the Executive and 
submits the same to the President/Governor who lays the report before the respective 
Legislature. Thus, the financial accountability of the Executive to the Legislature is dependent on 
the CAG. Hence, statement 1 is correct. 

2. In order to maintain independence, a retired CAG cannot be appointed on any Office of Profit, 
including that of the Lt Governor. It is not so in the case of the Governor as that is a 
constitutional office and is not considered an Office of Profit. Hence, statement 2 is correct. 

3. While the salary of CAG is mentioned under 2nd schedule, through subsequent laws it has been 
equated to the Judge of the Supreme Court. Even that does not require constitutional 



 

 

amendment as the salary is changed via a simple amendment of the law. Thus, statement 3 is 
incorrect. 

4. The questions ask about the incorrect statements so the answer is D 
Level: Moderate 
 
Q30) With reference to 'Vivad se Vishwas Scheme' seen sometimes in news, consider the following 
statements : 
1. It aims to resolve direct tax-related disputes in a speedy manner. 
2. It does not include appeals or writs filed outside India. 
3. Disputes settled under it cannot be reopened in any other proceeding by the income tax 
department. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 2 only 
(d) 2 and 3 only 
 
Answer: B 
Explanation: 
1. Vivad se Vishwas Scheme is a direct tax scheme announced in Budget 2020 which aims to 

remove Vivad (disputes) in taxes levied and collected and replace it with Vishwas (trust) in the 
tax administration of the country. It, thus, strives for speedily settlement of tax disputes 
between individuals and the income tax department. Hence, statement 1 is correct. 

2. Income tax cases being arbitrated abroad are also eligible to be taken up under the proposed 
‘Vivad se Vishwas’ scheme. 

3. As per the scheme income tax disputes settled under it cannot be reopened in any other 
proceeding by the income tax department or any other designated authority. This is to again 
increase the trust of the tax payers on the tax administration and reduce the fear of the tax 
department.  Hence, statement 3 is correct. 

 
Source: https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/wealth/tax/vivad-se-vishwas-scheme-deadline-
extended-to-december-31-2020/articleshow/75718854.cms?from=mdr 
https://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/vivad-se-vishwas-scheme-cases-in-arbitration-
abroad-eligible-says-i-t-dept/article30887544.ece 
Level: Easy 
 
Q31) With reference to Neutrinos consider the following statements: 
1. These are the most abundant particles in the universe. 
2. Neutrinos are potential carcinogens and are blocked by the ozone layer before they reach the 
Earth. 
3. Antarctic Impulsive Transient Antenna (ANITA) is the first neutrino observatory launched by ISRO. 
Select the incorrect statement(s) using the codes given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
Answer: D 



 

 

Explanation: 
1. Photons are the most abundant particles and neutrinos are the second most abundant particles 

of the universe. Hence, statement 1 is incorrect. 
2. Trillions of neutrinos pass through us every minute. These are the least harmful of all the 

elementary particles and rarely interact with anything. Hence, statement 2 is incorrect. 
3. Antarctic Impulsive Transient Antenna (ANITA) is the first NASA observatory for neutrinos. 

Hence, statement 3 is incorrect. 
 
Q32) With reference to Bharat stage Emission Standard (BSES), consider the following statements: 
 1. The norms under BSES is set by Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB). 
 2. BS VI standard vehicle will not require Pollution Under Control (PUC) certificate. 
 3. International Centre for Automotive Technology (ICAT) issues certificate to BS VI compliance 
vehicle in India. 
 Which of the statements given above is are correct?  
 (a) 1 and 2 only  
 (b) 2 and 3 only 
 (c) 1 and 3 only  
 (d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
Answer: C  
Explanation: 
1. In 2016, the Indian government announced that the country would skip the BS-V norms 

altogether and adopt BS-VI norms by 2020.  
2. Bharat stage emission standards (BSES) are emission standards to regulate the output of air 

pollutants from Motor Vehicles.  
3. Statement 1 is correct - The standards and the timeline for implementation are set by the 

Central Pollution Control Board under the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change. 
4. Statement 3 is correct - ICAT is the premier testing and certification agency authorized by 

Ministry of Road Transport and Highways for providing testing and certification services to the 
vehicle and component manufacturers in India and abroad.  

5. Statement 2 is incorrect - According to Motor Vehicle act 2019 all the vehicle on the road must 
have PUC certificate. 

 
Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bharat_stage_emission_standards 
Level: Difficult 
 
Q33) With reference to ‘’9th Schedule of Indian Constitution‘’, consider the following statements : 
1. Any law placed under it today cannot be declared unconstitutional for violation of only 
Fundamental Rights and not Basic Structure. 
2. State Acts/laws can also be placed in 9th schedule. 
3. It was added with the First amendment in constitution, 1951. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
Answer: D 



 

 

Explanation:  
1. The Ninth Schedule became a part of the Constitution in 1951, when the document was 

amended for the first time. This amendment was done to safeguard the land reform laws of 
different states from being struck down on the grounds of violation of Art 14, Art 19 and Art 31. 
Hence, statements 2 and 3 are correct. 

2. In IR Coelho versus State of Tamil Nadu, various laws placed in the Ninth Schedule were 
challenged on the ground that any law violating fundamental rights should be struck down as 
“unconstitutional” and that the court’s power of judicial review cannot be taken away. A nine-
judge constitution bench held that laws placed in the Ninth Schedule are open to judicial 
scrutiny and that such laws do not enjoy a blanket protection. 

3. Laws placed in the Ninth Schedule after the Keshwanand Bharti Judgment on April 24, 1973, 
when it propounded the “basic structure” doctrine, were open to challenge.  

4. A dual test was laid down to examine the validity of a law placed in the Ninth Schedule: whether 
it violates any fundamental right and, if yes, whether the violation also damages or destroys the 
basic structure. If the answer to both the questions is in the affirmative, then only a law placed 
in the Ninth Schedule can be declared unconstitutional. Hence, statement 1 is correct. 

Source: https://www.hindustantimes.com/india/haryana-jat-quota-law-understanding-constitution-
s-ninth-schedule/story-LKZ2Rj78ORIvAgII6EXfxN.html 
Level: Easy 
 
Q34) Which of the following statements related to the powers of the Supreme Court is incorrect? 
(a) It is not binding on the Supreme Court to give advice on a Presidential reference made under Art 
143. 
(b) The ambit of the original jurisdiction of the Apex Court has been widened to include Inter-State 
River Water Disputes. 
(c) The powers of contempt can be exercised by the Court suo-moto or on the approval of the 
Attorney General of India. 
(d) The Supreme Court cannot issue writs to the High Courts in exercise of its powers under Art 32. 
 
Answer: B 
Explanation: 
1. Inter-State River Water Disputes do not fall under the original jurisdiction of the Apex Court. 

They fall under the appellate jurisdiction by special leave (Art 136). Hence, B is the incorrect 
statement. 

2. Rest of the statements are correct. 
Level: Difficult 
 
Q35) With reference to Kuttiyattam, an intangible cultural heritage, consider the following 
statements: 
1. It is based on the mythological tale of a battle between the goddess Kali and the demon Darika. 
2. Eye expression and gesture of language are vital in the performance. 
3. Each caste and occupational group has a distinct role in the performance. 
Select the correct statement(s) using the codes given below: 
(a) 2 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1 only 
 



 

 

Answer: A 
Explanation: 
1. It is Mudiyettu, ritual theatre and dance drama of Kerala, which is based on the mythological 

tale of a battle between the goddess Kali and the demon Darika. Hence, statement 1 is 
incorrect. 

2. Kuttiyattam is a Sanskrit theatre of Kerala. Sophisticated breathing control, subtle muscle shifts, 
eye expression and gesture of language are vital in its performance. Hence, statement 2 is 
correct. 

3. Kuttiyattam does not have distinction in performance based on caste and occupation. That is a 
feature of Ramman, a religious festival and ritual theatre of the Garhwal Himalayas. Hence, 
statement 3 is incorrect. 

 
Q36) Which of the following are possible advantages of Genome mapping of Indian population? 
1. Formulation of Predictive Medicines rather than just Preventive or Curative ones. 
2. Prevention of Genetic Disorders. 
3. Elimination of Zoonotic Diseases through Induced Herd Immunity. 
4. Mapping of Disease Vulnerability of different regions and demographic groups. 
Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 
(a) 1, 2 and 4 only 
(b) 2 and 4 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 2 only 
 
Answer: A 
Explanation: 
1. Every organism’s genetic code is contained in its Deoxyribose Nucleic Acid (DNA), the building 

blocks of life. A genome, simply put, is all the genetic matter in an organism. It is defined as “an 
organism’s complete set of DNA, including all of its genes. Each genome contains all of the 
information needed to build and maintain that organism. In humans, a copy of the entire 
genome — more than 3 billion DNA base pairs — is contained in all cells that have a nucleus”. 

2. Mapping of genome can help in predicting the vulnerability of a person to different diseases. 
This can help in both - formulating predictive medicines as well as mapping of disease 
vulnerability of different regions and demographic groups. Hence, 1 and 4 are correct. 

3. Prevention of genetic disorder is dependent on the knowledge of vulnerability to them and/or 
knowledge of presence of some such issues in parents. Genetic mapping can, thus, help in 
preventing them. Hence, 2 is correct. 

4. Zoonotic diseases originate in animals and get transferred to humans. There can be new 
zoonotic diseases about which we are not aware at all and, hence, cannot plan any immunity. 
Also, herd immunity is related to attained immunity through exposure to the disease and 
eventual creation of antibodies in the body. Thus, it is unrelated to genome mapping. Hence, 3 is 
incorrect. 

 
Q37) With respect to16th India State of Forest Report (ISFR) 2019, Consider the following 
statements: 
 1. Mizoram has topped the list in terms of Forest Cover as Percentage of Total Geographical Area 
 2. India’s mangrove cover has been decreasing continuously for the past decade. 
 3. Karnataka has topped the list of States with respect to highest growth in Forest Cover. 
 Which of the statements given above are correct? 



 

 

 (a) 1 and 2 only. 
 (b) 1 and 3 only. 
 (c) 2 and 3 only. 
 (d) All of the above 
 
Answer: B 
Explanation: 
1. The Forest Survey of India released the India State of Forest Report for the year 2019. 
2. Forest survey of India releases forest report once in two year. 
3. Statement 1 is correct: In terms of forest cover in terms of percentage of geographical area, 

Mizoram tops the list with 85.41% of area covered by forests. 
4. Statement 2 is incorrect: The mangrove cover has increased by 54 sq. km since the last 

assessment, with Gujarat showing maximum increase. 
5. Statement 3 is correct: Karnataka has topped the list of states of highest growth in forest cover, 

with more than 1000 square km increase. Total forest cover in India is 24.56% 
 
Level: Easy 
 
Q38) Consider the following statements: 
1. Red panda is only found in China. 
2. White Giraffe is only found in Kenya. 
3. Sal Forest Tortoise is only found in India. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only 
(c) 2 only 
(d) 2 and 3 only 
 
Answer: C 
Explanation: 
1. All the three species were in news recently. 
2. A new study by wildlife trade monitoring network TRAFFIC has found that the iconic and 

Endangered Red Panda has fewer hunters because the younger generations of people across its 
Himalayan habitat are losing interest in animal products. 

3. An estimated 14,500 animals are left in the wild across Nepal, Bhutan, India, China and 
Myanmar. About 5,000-6,000 red pandas are estimated to be present in four Indian states – 
Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, Sikkim and West Bengal. Statement 1 is incorrect. 

4. Poachers have killed two extremely rare white giraffes in northeast Kenya, leaving just one such 
animal in the world. The two giraffes to be killed were a mother and her seven-month-old calf. 
The mother’s other male calf is the one that survived. Statement 2 is correct. 

5. A recent study by ecologists in the Wildlife Institute of India, Dehradun, finds that the area 
designated as a protected area network has only a small overlap with the actual habitat the sal 
forest tortoise roams around in. 

6. 23 of the 29 species of freshwater turtle and tortoise species found in India come under the 
threatened category in the IUCN red list. The Sal forest tortoise is widely distributed over 
eastern and northern India and Southeast Asia.  Statement 3 is incorrect. 

 



 

 

Source: https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/though-hunters-lose-interest-in-red-panda-
traps-still-snare-endangered-mammal/article31017091.ece 
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-why-there-is-only-one-white-giraffe-left-
in-the-world-6309643/ 
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/sal-forest-tortoise-habitat-stretches-over-
unprotected-areas/article31544837.ece 
Level: Medium 
 
Q39) Maguri Beel sometime seen in news is located in which of the following states? 
 (a) Assam 
 (b) Odisha 
 (c) Jharkhand 
 (d) Arunachal Pradesh 
 
Answer: A 
Explanation: 
1. Recently, a gas leak has occurred at Baghjan well in Tinsukia district of Assam following a 

blowout. 
2. The Baghjan well is a purely gas-producing well in Tinsukia district, and is at an aerial distance of 

900 metres from the Dibru-Saikhowa National Park. While the well is outside the Eco Sensitive 
Zone of the park, but the condensate is falling into Dibru-Saikhowa National Park and Maguri-
Motapung wetland too. 

3. The gas leak has also caused deaths of Gangetic dolphins, and a variety of fish. 
4. Dibru-Saikhowa is a National Park as well as a Biosphere Reserve situated in the south bank of 

the river Brahmaputra in Assam. It is one of the 19 biodiversity hotspots in the world. 
5. Maguri Motapung Beel is less than 10 km from Dibru-Saikhowa National Park and part of the 

Dibru-Saikhowa Biosphere Reserve. 
6. The wetland derives its name from “Magur”, the local word for the catfish ‘Clarius batrachus’. 
7.  It is an Important Bird Area notified by the Bombay Natural History Society. 
 
Source: https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/assam-gas-leak-why-its-tough-to-plug-and-
what-threat-it-poses-to-area-
6447810#:~:text=According%20to%20a%20Guwahati%2Dbased,catching%20fire%20at%20any%20p
oint%E2%80%9D. 
Level: Easy 
 
Q40) Consider the following statements about Indian Soils: 
 1. Indian is endowed with rich rivers and huge coastline hence Alluvial soils cover more than 40% of 
India. 
 2. South Indian states like Karnataka, AP, Telangana, Kerala and Tamilnadu are dominated by Black 
soil  
 3. Most of Eastern India is dominated by red soils. 
 Which of the statements given above are correct? 
 (a) 1 and 2 only 
 (b)2 and 3 only 
 (c)1 and 3 only 
 (d)1 ,2 and 3 
 



 

 

Answer: C 
Explanation: 
Such questions may appear to be testing factual knowledge but its an easy question if one has map 
of Soils in Mind. Statement 2 is incorrect and eliminating it will give right answer C 
 
Source: NCERT Fundamental Geography Page 70 
Level: Difficult 
 
Q41) With reference to the Financial Bills consider the following statements: 
1. All the Finance Bills are Financial Bills but all the Financial Bills are not Finance Bills. 
2. No amendment can be proposed to an Appropriation Bill that has the effect of varying any 
amount of expenditure mentioned in the Bill. 
Select the correct statement(s) from the codes given below: 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Answer: C 
Explanation: 
1. Money Bills are a sub-set of Financial Bills type-1 and Finance Bills are sub-set of Money Bills. 

Thus, all the Finance Bills are Financial Bills but all the Financial Bills are not Finance Bills. Hence, 
statement 1 is correct. 

2. Art 114(2) mandates that no amendment can be proposed to an Appropriation Bill that has the 
effect of varying any amount of expenditure mentioned in the Bill. This is because all the 
discussions on demand for grant has already taken place and any amendments to the amounts 
of expenditure have to be taken up at the stage of discussions around demand for grant itself. 
Hence, statement 2 is correct. 

 
Level: Easy 
 
Q42) Which of the following statements regarding Annual Financial Statement is incorrect? 
(a) It is constitutionally mandatory to distinguish between revenue expenditure and capital 
expenditure. 
(b) Expenses charged on the Consolidated Fund of India must be shown separately from other 
expenses. 
(c) It can be laid by any Minister from the Council of Ministers. 
(d) It must be laid before the financial year for which the statement is being laid. 
 
Answer: D 
Explanation: 
1. The Constitution mandates that revenue expenditure be distinguished from capital expenditure 

and that expenses charged on the Consolidated Fund of India be shown separately from other 
expenses. 

2. There is no express provision as to which Minister should lay the statement in the Parliament. 
However, usually it is the Finance Minister who lays it on the behalf of the President. 



 

 

3. The statement can be laid during any time of the year. The interim budget, the budget during 
election years, the revised budget, etc continue to be laid during different times of the year. 
Hence, D is the correct answer.  

 
 
Q43) Which of the following is/are not the intention(s) of Atmanirbhar Bharat? 
1. Increasing export competitiveness of the country. 
2. Discouraging foreign investments and supplanting them with domestic investments. 
3. Improving ease of doing business, including for foreign firms. 
4. Reducing dependence on imports through import substitution. 
Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 
(a) 1 and 3 only 
(b) 2 and 4 only 
(c) 2 only 
(d) 1 only 
 
Answer: B 
Explanation: 
1. It has been amply clarified by the Prime Minister in his announcement of Atmanirbhar Bharat 

that the intention is not to return to the era of import substitution or isolationism.  
2. The idea of Atmanirbhar Bharat is rooted in increasing ease of doing business (for all, including 

foreign investors too) while providing ample support to domestic entrepreneurs. 
3. The idea is not to reduce foreign investments or imports, but to increase India's manufacturing 

and production capabilities, thus, increasing our integration with the world and in the process, 
create large number of domestic jobs. 

4. Because the question asks for options that are 'not' the intention of the programme, the 
correct answer is B. 

 
 
Q44) With reference to Article 370, consider the following statements: 
1. Article 370 in the Indian Constitution has been amended so as to make the status of J&K 
equivalent to that of all the other states. 
2. The alteration of boundaries of J&K is not allowed under Art 370. 
Select the correct statement(s) from the codes given below: 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Answer: D 
Explanation: 
1. Article 370 did not talk about alteration of boundaries. The restriction on alteration of 

boundaries was imposer by the Presidential Order, 1954 which modified Art 2 & 3 for the 
purpose of J&K. The modified Articles mandated that the concurrence of the State Govt of J&K 
be taken before any such alteration is made. Hence, statement 2 is incorrect. 

2. Article 370 has not been amended. It lies in the Constitution as it did before. It has only been 
made inapplicable. Hence, statement 1 is incorrect.  

 



 

 

Q45) With reference  to the Banking Regulation (Amendment) Ordinance, 2020, consider the 
following statements: 
1. The Ordinance seeks to amend the RBI Act, 1934. 
2. According to its provisions, when a bank is placed under moratorium by the RBI, it cannot grant 
any loans or make investments in any credit instruments. 
Select the incorrect statement(s) using the code below 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Answer: A 
Explanation: 
1. The Banking Regulation (Amendment) Ordinance, 2020 was promulgated on June 26, 2020.  The 

Ordinance seeks to amend the Banking Regulation Act, 1949, which regulates the functioning of 
banks and provides details on various aspects such as licensing, management, and operations of 
banks. It does not seek to amend the RBI Act, 1934. Hence, statement 1 is incorrect. 

2. Under the Banking Regulations 1949 Act, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) may apply to the 
central government to place a banking company under moratorium for its reconstruction or 
amalgamation. During the moratorium, no legal action can be initiated or continued against the 
bank for a period of up to six months. The bank cannot make any payment or discharge liabilities 
during this period. The Ordinance adds that during the moratorium, the bank cannot grant any 
loans or make investments in any credit instruments. Hence, statement 2 is correct. 

 
Level: https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1540877 
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1634684 
Level: Medium 
 
Q46) With reference to Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI), consider the following statements: 
1. It measures both Intensity and Incidence of poverty. 
2. As per MPI, the poverty in India has dipped only marginally over the last 15 years. 
3. MPI has high direct correlation with HDI, i.e., a high value of HDI represents a high value of MPI in 
a society. 
Select the correct statement(s) using the codes given below: 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 3 only 
(c) 1 and 2 only 
(d) 2 and 3 only 
 
Answer: A 
Explanation: 
1. Incidence of poverty is the count of poor people as a ratio of total population. Intensity of 

poverty is the depth/magnitude of deprivation faced by the society. MPI measures both these 
parameters. e.g. In India the headcount of MPI stands at 27.5% This means that 27.5% of 
population in India is poor as per MPI. The MPI value for India is 0.121 which indicates the 
intensity of poverty that poor people face in the country. Hence, statement 1 is correct. 

2. As per MPI, between 2005-06 and 2015-16 India made large strides in poverty reduction 
reducing poverty from 54.1% to 27.5%. Hence, statement 2 is incorrect. 



 

 

3. MPI and HDI don't have any correlation. Even if some correlation is developed they will be 
opposite to each-other, i.e., rise in one leading to fall in the other. Hence, statement 3 is 
incorrect. 

 
Level: Medium 
 
Q47) Among the agricultural commodities exported by India, which one of the following accounts for 
the highest exports in terms of value in 2018-2019?  
(a) Tea 
(b) Rice 
(c) Buffalo Meat 
(d) Cotton 
Answer: B 
Explanation: 
1. Indian Agricultural and Horticultural Foods are exported to more than 200 countries 
2. In 2018-19, top 10 Agriculture related exported commodities were  

1. Rice (US$ 7.7 billion) : Basmati rice (US$ 4.71 billion), Non-basmati rice (US$ 3.00 billion) 
2. Marine products (US$ 6.80 billion),  
3. Buffalo meat (US$ 3.59 billion),  
4. Spices (US$ 3.31 billion),  
5. Cotton (US$ 2.1 billion),  
6. Oil Meals (US$ 1.5 billion),  
7. Sugar (US$ 1.3 billion),  
8. Castor Oil (US$ 0.9 billion) and  
9. Tea (US$ 0.8 billion) 

3. Top 10 destinations of India’s Agriculture exports are USA, Vietnam, Iran, China, UAE, 
Bangladesh, Saudi, Malaysia, Indonesia and Nepal. 

 
Source: https://farmerconnect.apeda.gov.in/Home/ExportFromIndia?PaccessID=0 
Level: Easy 
 
Q48) With reference to Principal Secretaries in State Governments, consider the following 
statements: 
1. Principal Secretary in a state is the head of the Civil Servants of the state. 
2. Principal Secretary enjoys a fixed tenure of 2 years. 
Select the incorrect statement(s) from the codes given below: 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Answer: C 
Explanation: 
1. Principal Secretaries are head of departments in a state. Chief Secretary is the senior-most civil 

servant of the state. Hence, statement 1 is incorrect. 
2. There is no security of tenure enjoyed by the Principal Secretaries. Hence, statement 2 is 

incorrect. 
Level: Difficult 



 

 

 
Q49) With reference to the Deposit Insurance and Credit guarantee Corporation of India, consider 
the following statements: 
1. It is the fully owned subsidiary of Reserve Bank of India. 
2. It has recently increased the insurance coverage for depositors in all insured banks to Rs 5 lakh 
from Rs 1 lakh. 
3. Insurance coverage is available only for the depositors of  all the commercial banks and not for the 
co-operative banks and primary banks. 
Select the correct statements using the code below. 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 2 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
Answer: C 
Explanation: 
1. Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation Act, 1961 was enacted to provide for the 

establishment of an institution to be responsible for providing  insurance of deposits to the 
depositors and guaranteeing of credit facilities on account of liquidation/failure of a bank. This 
led to the establishment of Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation(DICGC). It is 
one of the fully owned subsidiaries of RBI. Hence, statement 1 is correct. 

2. Other fully owned subsidiaries of RBI includes, Bharatiya Reserve Bank Note Mudra Private 
Limited, Reserve Bank Information Technology Private Limited, Indian Financial Technology and 
allied services. 

3. Insurance coverage is available for the depositors of all the commercial and co-operative banks, 
except in Meghalaya, Chandigarh, Lakshadweep and Dadra and Nagar Haveli; and  primary 
cooperative societies are not insured by the DICGC. Hence, statement 3 is incorrect. 

4. DICGC has recently increased the insurance coverage for depositors in all insured banks to Rs.5 
lakh from Rs. 1 Lakh. Therefore, on liquidation, every depositor of the bank is entitled to get up 
to Rs 5 lakh from the Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation. Hence, statement 2 
is correct. 

 
Source: https://www.dicgc.org.in/ 
Level: Difficult 
 
Q50) With reference to Medieval Period in India, who were Qalandars, Madaris, Haidaris etc? 
 (a) They were the entertainers in market places. 
 (b) They were the Sufis Saint. 
 (c) They were the royal officials responsible for keeping watch on the tribal subjects. 
 (d) They were the hunters who were assigned the job of taming wild elephants for the use in army. 
 
Answer: B 
Explanation: 
1. Some Sufis ignored rituals and observed extreme forms of asceticism. Because of their 

deliberate defiance of the shari‘a they were often referred to as be-shari’a. 
2. Be-shari‘a were those who ignored rituals and observed extreme forms of asceticism. They 

deliberately defied sharia. They were known by different names – Qalandars, Madaris, 
Malangs, Haidaris, etc.  



 

 

3. Ba-shari‘a were those who followed sharia. 
 
Source: NCERT - class 12th themes II -Ch- Bhakti and Sufi 
Difficult 
 
Q51) Which of the following was/were called by the Karnataka Samrajyamu? 
 1. Vijayanagara Empire 
 2. Satavahana Kingdom 
 3. Pandya Kingdom 
 Select the answer using the code given below. 
 (a) 1 and 2 only 
 (b) 2 and 3 only 
 (c) 1 only 
 (d) 2 only 
 
Answer: C 
Explanation: 
Vijayanagara Empire was founded by two Brothers, Harihara and Bukka in 1336. The contemporaries 
kingdoms of Odisha (Gajapatis), Sultans of Deccan used to call Vijayanagara Empire as "Karnataka 
Samrajyamu”. 
 
Source: NCERT: Class 12th Themes II - Chapter 7- Page 171 
Level: Easy 
 
Q52) With reference to Nidhi Companies, which of the following statements is incorrect?                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
(a) Nidhi Companies are companies registered under the Companies Act, 1956. 
(b) They are regulated by Ministry of Corporate Affairs. 
(c) They are involved in the business of borrowing and lending within its members only. 
(d) They do not fall under the category of Non Banking Financial Companies. 
 
Answer: D 
Explanation:  
1. Nidhi Companies are companies registered under the Companies Act, 1956.  
2. These companies also perform financial functions like borrowing and lending but with a 

difference that it borrows and lends within its members.  
3. In other words, Nidhi companies refer to any mutual benefit society notified by the Central 

Government as a Nidhi Company.  
4. It is a voluntary organisation or association formed to provide mutual aid, benefit, or insurance 

facilities. 
5. The principal source of funds is from the contribution from the members. So, doing Nidhi 

Business involves borrowing from members and lending to its members. 
6. They are regulated by the Ministry of Corporate Affairs and not the Ministry of Finance. Hence, 

statements A, B and C are correct. 
7. They are also included in the definition of Non Banking Financial Companies as Mutual Benefit 

Financial Company. Hence, statement D is incorrect 
 
Source: Indian Economy by Ramesh Singh page number 12.39 
Level: Medium 



 

 

 
Q53)  With respect to the powers and functions of Union Public Service Commission, consider the 
following statements: 
1. It is the watchdog of merit in the permanent executive of the country. 
2. No appointment of any civil servant of the Union can take place without the recommendation of 
the UPSC. 
3. It allocates services to the candidates selected through Civil Service Examination and allocates 
cadre to All India Services. 
Select the correct statement(s) from the codes given below: 
(a) 1 and 3 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 2 only 
(d) 1 only 
 
Answer: D 
Explanation: 
1. Under Art 320(1) UPSC is constitutionally mandated to conduct examinations for appointment to 

the services of the Union. Thus, it is considered the watchdog of merit in the permanent 
executive of the country. Hence, statement 1 is correct. 

2. Ad hoc appointments of civil servants of the Union can take place without the recommendation 
of the UPSC. This is one of the loopholes exploited frequently. Hence, statement 2 is incorrect. 

3. Service and cadre allocation fall under the ambit of Department of Personnel and Training. UPSC 
only recommends candidates for the services of the Union. Hence, statement 3 is incorrect. 

 
Level: Difficult 
 
Q54) Which of the following authorities has the power to remove the members of the Monetary 
Policy Committee? 
(a) Reserve Bank of India 
(b) Central Government 
(c) Parliament 
(d) RBI Governor 
 
Answer: B 
Explanation: 
According to Section 45ZE of the RBI Act, 1934, power of removal of members of Monetary Policy 
Committee lies with the Central Government but only after he/she has been given a reasonable 
opportunity of being heard in the matter. Hence, option B is correct.  
Level: Easy 
 
Q55) With reference to the Municipalities consider the following statements: 
1. Unlike the Panchayats there is no hierarchy of institutions in municipalities. 
2. Municipalities are constituted in all the urban areas as defined by the decadal census. 
Select the correct statement(s) from the codes given below: 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 



 

 

 
Answer: A 
Explanation: 
1. While there a hierarchy of Gram Panchayat, Panchayat Samiti and Zilla Parishad in the case of 

Panchayats, there is no such hierarchy of institutions in municipalities. Nagar Panchayats, 
Municipal Councils and Municipal Corporations are geographically distinct from each-other. 
Hence, statement 1 is correct. 

2. Municipalities are constituted on the basis of notifications issued by the Governor and have no 
relation with the decadal population census. Hence, statement 2 is incorrect. 

Level:Easy 
 
Q56) Which of the following describes ‘’Miyawaki method‘’ best, a term seen in news sometimes? 
(a) Poverty Line determination. 
(b) Contact tracing technique. 
(c) Harm made by Nuclear Power Plants. 
(d) Method of afforestation. 
 
Answer: D 
Explanation: 
1. Recentlu Kerala government turned to Miyawaki Method. 
2. The Miyawaki method of afforestation has revolutionised the concept of urban afforestation by 

turning backyards into mini-forests. It is to come up on the government office premises, 
residential complexes, school premises 

3. The highly successful technique, pioneered by Japanese botanist Akira Miyawaki is to be 
executed in the State by individuals to increase the green cover in urban and semi-urban areas. 

4. Regardless of soil and climatic conditions it has helped create more than 3,000 forests all over 
the world. It creates a dense forest in just 20 to 30 years, while through conventional methods it 
takes anywhere between 200 to 300 years. The approach is supposed to ensure that plant 
growth is 10 times faster and the resulting plantation is 30 times denser than usual. It involves 
planting dozens of native species in the same area and becomes maintenance-free after the first 
three years.  

 
Source: https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Thiruvananthapuram/kerala-to-take-more-cover-
under-miyawaki-forests/article30479463.ece 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Tiruchirapalli/urban-forests-to-be-raised-under-miyawaki-
method/article31767456.ece 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Tiruchirapalli/miyawaki-method-of-
afforestation/article30364354.ece 
Level: Medium 
 
 
Q57) Which of the following lakes of Africa is/are drained by Nile River system? 
 1. Lake Vitoria 
 2. Lake Tana 
 3. Lake Nyasa 
 Select the answer using the code given below. 
 (a) 1 and 2 only 
 (b) 2 and 3 only 



 

 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 
 (d) All of the above 
 
Answer: A 
Explanation: 
1. Ethiopia has been constructing a dam “Grand Renaissance Dam” on Blue Nile River which 

originates from Lake Tana in Ethiopia for generating Hydro Electricity. Egypt has objected the 
dam construction citing – Nile as it’s only source of water and threatened Ethiopia that going 
ahead with the project may leads to war. 

2. The Nile has two major tributaries – the White Nile and the Blue Nile.  
3. The White Nile is considered to be the headwaters and primary stream of the Nile itself. he 

White Nile is longer and rises in the Great Lakes region of central Africa, with the most distant 
source still undetermined but located in either Rwanda or Burundi. It flows north through 
Tanzania, Lake Victoria, Uganda and South Sudan.  

4. The Blue Nile, however, is the source of most of the water, containing 80% of the water and silt. 
The Blue Nile begins at Lake Tana in Ethiopia and flows into Sudan from the southeast. 

5. The two rivers meet just north of the Sudanese capital of Khartoum. 
6. Lake Nyasa is way below the Nile river and is not drained by the river. 
 
Source: https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/a-dam-of-contention-in-
africa/article31075794.ece 
Map from Atlas 
Level: Difficult 
 
 
 
Q58) In which one of the following States are Koundinya Wildlife Sanctuary and Rayala Elephant 
Reserve located?  
 (a)Tamilnadu 
 (b)Andhra Pradesh 
 (c)Karnataka  
 (d)Telangana 
 
Answer: B 
Explanation: 
1. Both of them belong to Andhra Pradesh and were in news due to man animal conflict and death 

of few elephants.  
2. Kaundinya Wildlife Sanctuary is a wildlife sanctuary and an Elephant Reserve [named Rayala 

Elephant Reserve] situated in Andhra Pradesh, India. 
3. It is the only sanctuary in Andhra Pradesh with a population of Asian elephants, which migrated 

after 200 years from neighbouring regions of Tamilnadu and Karnataka seeking alternate 
habitat. 

 
Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Koundinya_Wildlife_Sanctuary  
Level: Difficult 
 
Q59) With reference to International Financial Services Center Authority (IFSCA), consider the 
following statements: 



 

 

1. It coordinates with RBI, SEBI, IRDAI and PFRDA to ensure efficient regulation of financial services 
in IFSCs. 
2. It notifies the list of foreign currencies in which transactions can take place in IFSCs. 
3. Its role is confined to IFSCs located in Special Economic Zones only. 
Select the correct statement(s) using the codes given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
Answer: B 
Explanation: 
1. The International Financial Services Centers Authority Act, 2019 has been enacted to set up an 

International Financial Services Centers Authority (IFSCA). It will be the sole regulator of all 
financial products, services and institutions in an IFSC. All the powers of other regulators (RBI, 
SEBI, IRDAI and PFRDA) has been transferred to it for regulation in IFSCs. Hence, statement 1 is 
incorrect.      

2. However, the law allows this only for IFSCs set up un SEZs. For other IFSCs (if ever set-up) the 
respective regulators will continue to regulate. Hence, statement 3 is correct. 

3. In consultation with the Union govt, IFSCA is to notify the list of foreign currencies in which 
transactions can take place in IFSCs. Hence, statement 2 is correct.     

 
Source: https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/govt-notifies-international-
financial-services-centers-authority/articleshow/75427336.cms 
Level: Difficult 
 
Q60) Select the incorrect statement/s regarding Forest Plus 2.0: 
1. It focuses on harnessing Ecosystem Services in Forest Landscape Management. 
2. It is flagship initiative of Conservation International to increase the forest cover of India. 
3. All three sites initially choosen were forest deficit areas in drier region. 
Select the correct answer using the codes given below. 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only  
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) All of the above 
 
Answer: A 
Explanation: 
1. Statement 1 is correct: It is a five-year programme initiated in December 2018 that focuses on 

developing tools and techniques to bolster ecosystem management and harnessing ecosystem 
services in forest landscape management. 

2. Statement 2 is incorrect: US Agency for International Development (USAID) and India's Ministry 
of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC) officially launched Forest-PLUS 2.0 on 
September 25, 2019. 

3. Statement 3 is incorrect: PLUS 2.0 comprises pilot project in three landscapes — Gaya in Bihar, 
Thiruvananthapuram in Kerala and Medak in Telangana. 



 

 

4. These sites were chosen due to the contrast in their landscapes – Bihar is a forest deficit area, 
Telangana is a relatively drier area where there is ample scope for community livelihood 
enhancement and Kerala is rich in biodiversity 

 
Source: https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/forests/centre-us-agency-launch-forest-plus-2-0-
66951 
Level: Medium 
 
 
Q61) Which of the following unemployment types can be commonly found in Indian agriculture 
sector? 
1. Frictional unemployment 
2. Seasonal unemployment 
3. Cyclic unemployment 
4. Disguised unemployment 
Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 
(a) 1, 2 and 4 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 3 and 4 only 
(d) 2 and 4 only 
 
Answer: D 
Explanation: 
1. There are different types of unemployment: 
2. Frictional/Functional (caused by job switch; generally indicates job creation) 
3. Cyclic unemployment (due to business cycle, also called demand deficiency unemployment), 

Seasonal (like in agriculture) 
4. Disguised (when more number of people are doing a job job than required) 
5. Educated (when skilled/educated fail to obtain a job suited to their qualification) 
6. Open (when one doesn't find work; educated unemployment is its subset; migration is generally 

related to it) 
7. Structural (as a result of change in the economy available and required skills are mismatched). 
8. Disguised and seasonal unemployment types are commonly known features of Indian 

agriculture, with former being due to land fragmentation and latter due to dependence on 
monsoons. 

9. Agriculture in India has limited impact of business cycle due to high population and ever-
growing urban population. Thus, cyclic unemployment is difficult to come by.   

 
Level: Easy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Q62) Bonn Challenge recently seen in news is related to? 
(a) It is a global effort to save endemic species of birds as identified by Convention on the 

Conservation of Migratory Species. 
(b) It is a global effort to save most vulnerable island countries from submergence due to sea level 

rise. 
(c) It is a global effort towards bringing deforested and degraded land into restoration. 
(d) It is a global effort to curb the spread of invasive alien species 
 
Answer: C 
Explanation: 
1. The Bonn Challenge is a global effort to bring 150 million hectares of the world’s deforested and 

degraded land into restoration by 2020, and 350 million hectares by 2030. It was launched in 
2011 by the Government of Germany and IUCN. 

2. The Bonn Challenge is not a new global commitment but rather a practical means of realizing 
many existing international commitments, including the CBD Aichi Target 15, the UNFCCC REDD+ 
goal, and the Rio+20 land degradation neutrality goal 

3. To fight desertification, India has launched a pilot project to restore degraded forest landscapes 
in five states (Haryana, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Nagaland and Karnataka) to enhance the 
capacity on forest landscape restoration (FLR). It was announced at 14th session of the 
Conference of the Parties (COP 14) of UNCCD (United Nations Convention to Combat 
Desertification). 

4. The project will be implemented by National Afforestation and Eco-Development Board (NAEB) 
in partnership with the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 

5. The project is part of the Bonn Challenge pledge, which was undertaken by India in 2015, to 
restore 13 million hectares of degraded and deforested land by 2020, and another 8 million 
hectares by 2030. This is one of the highest targets among all Asian countries. 

 
Source: https://www.livemint.com/news/india/govt-launches-pilot-project-to-increase-forest-cover-
in-5-states-1560793617017.html 
Level: Easy 
 
Q63) With reference to Peatland, Consider the following statements: 
 1. They are formed due to partial decomposition of organic materials. 
 2. They are not found in found in equatorial region as the rate of decomposition is high there. 
 3. Phumdi found in Keibul Lamjao National Park is a Peatland 
 Which of the statements given above is are correct?  
 (a) 1 only  
 (b) 1 and 3 only 
 (c) 2 and 3 only  
 (d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
Answer: A 
Explanation: 
1. Statement 1 is correct: Peatland is a terrestrial wetland ecosystem in which the production of 

organic matter exceeds its decomposition and a net accumulation of peat.The term ‘peatland’ 
refers to the peat soil and the wetland habitat growing on its surface.  

2. Statement 2 is incorrect: World’s largest tropical peatland has been discovered beneath the 
forests of the Congo Basin in 2017. Peatlands are a type of wetlands that occur in almost every 



 

 

country on Earth, currently covering 3% of the global land surface. The majority of the world’s 
peatlands occur in boreal and temperate parts of the Northern Hemisphere, especially, Europe, 
North America and Russia where they have formed under high precipitation-low temperature 
climatic regimes. 

3. Statement 3 is incorrect: Phumdi is floating vegetation mass it is not partally decomposed but 
heterogeneous mass of soil, various types of vegetation and organic matter in different stages of 
decay. Structurally Phumdi can be divided into three distinct vertical zones as the uppermost 
root zone, about 0-15cm in thickness, ii) below the root zone is the mat zone having a thickness 
ranging from 15-65cm. This zone is having interwoven living and dead plant materials and iii) 
peat zone is having a thickness ranging from 10 -25 cm, below these three zones is the free 
water a zone.  

 
 
Source: https://www.iucn.org/resources/issues-briefs/peatlands-and-climate-change 
https://shodhganga.inflibnet.ac.in/bitstream/10603/92905/10/10_chapter%201.pdf 
Level: Easy 
 
Q64) With reference to India's Foreign Trade Agreements (FTAs) consider the following statements: 
1. FTAs have helped India reduce the trade deficit with countries that it has FTAs with. 
2. FTAs distort the market mechanism of demand and supply in the international market. 
3. They tend to increase both import to and export from the country. 
Select the correct statement(s) using the codes given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
Answer: C 
Explanation: 
1. On the basis of India's FTA with Japan, South Korea, ASEAN, etc NITI Aayog issues a Note on 

India's FTAs. It observed that even though FTAs tend to increase both import to and export from 
the country, in India's case they have increased the trade deficit as they have increased the 
imports more than increasing the exports. Thus, statement 1 is incorrect and statement 3 is 
correct.           
  

2. FTAs create differentiation between same product coming from two different countries - with 
the one with FTAs having lesser tariff imposed on it than the other. These, thus, distort the 
market mechanism of demand and supply in the international market. Hence, statement 2 is 
correct.  

 
Level: Medium 
 
Q65) Consider the following titles: 
 1. UNESCO World Heritage Site. 
 2. Important Bird Area by BirdLife International. 
 3. Tiger Reserve by National Tiger Conservation Authority. 
 4. National Park by the State Government. 
 Which of the titles mentioned above have been given to Kaziranga National Park? 



 

 

 (a). 1, 2 and 4 only. 
 (b) 1, 3 and 4 only 
 (c). 1 and 4 only 
 (d). All of the above. 
 
Answer: D 
Explanation: 
1. Kaziranga National Park is situated in Nagaon District of Assam, spanning over 430 km square 

area. It has 2/3rd of the world’s One horned rhino population. It has been given all the titles 
given above.  

2. In 1974, it was declared National Park by the act of Assam legislature. 
3. In 1985, Kaziranga was declared a World Heritage Site by UNESCO for its unique natural 

environment. 
4. In 2008 it was declared a tiger reserve. 
5. It has been recognised as an Important Bird Area (IBA) by the Wildlife International.  
6. There are around 470 Important Bird area  recognised by Birdlife International in India, 

therefore It will be sufficiently good approximation to consider any well known WLS or NP under 
that. 

 
Source: https://nagaon.gov.in/frontimpotentdata/kaziranga-national-park 
http://wiienvis.nic.in/Database/IBA_8463.aspx 
Level: Easy 
 
 
Q66) With reference to Ocean Deoxygenation Phenomena, which of the following statements are 
correct? 
1. Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change has released a special Report Ocean 

Deoxygenation: Everyone's Problem. 
2. The loss of oxygen in the oceans can affect the planetary cycling of elements such as nitrogen 

and phosphorous which are essential for life on Earth 
 Select the correct answer using the code given below. 
 (a) 1 only 
 (b) 2 only 
 (c) Both 1 and 2  
 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Answer: B 
Explanation: 
1. Statement 1 is incorrect - Its not IPCC but IUCN released the report on this phenomena at the 

United Nations Climate Change Conference in Madrid.  
2. Statement 2 is correct - as the loss of oxygen in the oceans can affect the planetary cycling of 

elements such as nitrogen and phosphorous which are essential for life on Earth,as per report. 
The oxygen content of the ocean has declined [Ocean deoxygenation]by around 2% since the 
middle of the 20th century overall, while the volume of ocean waters completely depleted of 
oxygen has quadrupled since the 1960s according to the report of IUCN. Consequences of ocean 
oxygen decline include decreased biodiversity, shifts in species distributions, displacement or 
reduction in fishery resources and expanding algal blooms and disruption of the ocean’s food 
provisioning ecosystem services. 



 

 

 
Source: https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-seas-less-oxygen-pollution-marine-
life-6156781/ 
https://www.iucn.org/resources/issues-briefs/ocean-deoxygenation 
Level: Medium 
 
 
Q67) With reference to ‘’ Regional Bench of Supreme Court ‘’ seen sometimes in news, consider the 
following statements : 
1. President can set up regional benches of Supreme Court wherever he thinks necessary. 
2. No Constitutional Amendment would be required to set up such benches. 
3. A regional bench of Supreme Court was setup earlier at Kolkata, which was later closed. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only 
(c) 2 only 
(d) 2 and 3 only 
 
Answer: C 
Explanation: 
1. Recently, Vice President of India suggested for setting up of four Regional Benches of the 

Supreme Court.  
2. Article 130 says that “the Supreme Court shall sit in Delhi or in such other place or places, as the 

Chief Justice of India may, with the approval of the President, from time to time, appoint.” 
Statement 1 is incorrect. 

3. As the authority lies with Chief Justice of India, therefore no Constitutional Amendment would 
be required to set up such benches. Statement 2 is correct. 

4. As of now, no regional bench has been set up by Supreme Court. Statement 3 is incorrect. 
 
Source: https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/idea-of-regional-sc-benches-and-divisions-of-
the-top-court-6036692/ 
Level: Easy 
 
 
 
Q68) Consider the following statements: 
 1. Forest Rights act (FRA) 2006 was enacted to protect the marginalised socio-economic class of 
citizens and balance the right to environment with their right to life and livelihood. 
 2. Critical Wildlife Habitat (CWH) has been envisaged and defined under the Wildlife Protection act 
1972 
 3. Ministry of environment forests and climate change is the nodal agency to implement Forest 
rights act. 
 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
 (a) 1 and 2 only 
 (b) 1 Only 
 (c) 2 and 3 only 
 (d) 1 and 3 only 
 



 

 

Answer: B 
Explanation: 
1. Statement 1 is correct: It is the key objective of the act to  to protect the marginalised socio-

economic class of citizens and balance the right to environment with their right to life and 
livelihood. 

2. Statement 2 is incorrect as the concept is defined under Forest rights act. It is primarily 
intended to provide rights to tribals. Rights under forest rights act can be summarised as: 
1. Title rights - i.e. ownership - to land that is being farmed by tribals or forest dwellers as on 

13 December 2005, subject to a maximum of 4 hectares; ownership is only for land that is 
actually being cultivated by the concerned family as on that date, meaning that no new 
lands are granted 

2. Use rights - to minor forest produce (also including ownership), to grazing areas, to 
pastoralist routes, etc. 

3. Relief and development rights - to rehabilitation in case of illegal eviction or forced 
displacement; and to basic amenities, subject to restrictions for forest protection 

4. Forest management rights - to protect forests and wildlife 
3. Statement 3 is incorrect: Forest rights act is under Ministry of tribal affairs. 
 
Source: https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/critical-wildlife-habitat-forest-rights-act-wildlife-
conservation-6553692/ 
Level: Medium 
 
 
Q69) FGD technology used in Coal based thermal power plants to minimise the emission of this 
pollutant.The Ministry of Environment Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) recommends the use of 
this technology to minimise the pollution. This pollutant is also part of National Ambient Air Quality 
Standards (NAAQS) and can cause acid rain . Which of the following pollutant best fits into this 
description ? 
 (a)Nitrogen Dioxide 
 (b)Sulphur Dioxide 
 (c)Particulate Matter 2.5 
 (d)Carbon Dioxide 
 
Answer: B 
Explanation: 
1. Flue gas de-sulphurisation (FGD) is a process of removing sulphur dioxide (SO2) from the boiler 

exhaust flue gas before it is released into the atmosphere. FGD will remove 95 percent of the 
SO2 in the flue gases. 

2. Sulphur dioxide is part of NAAQS and causes Acid rain.Ministry of Environment Forest and 
Climate Change (MoEFCC) recommends the use of FGD and issues new norms for the same. 

3. Working of FGD technology - The FGD technology is based on a chemical reaction that occurs 
when the exhaust flue gases from the coal-fired boiler come into contact with alkaline sorbents 
like Lime and Caustic Soda. This reaction removes 95% of the sulphur dioxide from the flue gas 
and converts the limestone into Calcium Sulphite (CaSO3). Calcium sulphite when oxidised gives 
a by-product gypsum which used in Cement & building industry. Caustic soda is limited to 
smaller combustion units because of its cost but has the advantage that it forms a solution 
instead of slurry. It produces a solution of sodium sulphite or bisulfites, depending on the pH, 
which is used in the Paper & Pulp industry. 



 

 

 
Source: https://www.engineeringequipmentindia.com/flue-gas-desulphurisation-
system/?gclid=Cj0KCQjws536BRDTARIsANeUZ59ZnfUZAOC6g8Vv4xU4dFRUXsz-
B4NsJdL7aJSOTxnrW8vT-WdOf1QaAhRYEALw_wcB 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flue-
gas_desulfurization#:~:text=SNOX%20Flue%20gas%20desulfurization%20removes,and%20SO3%20fr
om%20process%20emissions. 
Level: Difficult 
 
 
Q70 )With reference to Non co-operation movement (NCM) consider the following statements. 
 1. Many Important leaders left Congress as congress committed itself to Extra Constitutional Mass 
Struggle 
 2. Many Organisational Changes were made within the Congress during NCM. 
 Which of the statement given above is/are correct? 
 (a) 1 only  
 (b) 2 only 
 (c) Both 1 and 2  
 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Answer: C 
Explanation: 
1. Statement 1 is correct: During Nagpur Session of  Indian National Congress in December 1920, 

INC adopted programme of non co-operation. An important change was made: INC change the 
its goal. Instead of attaining the Self Government via Constitutional Means, INC decided to attain 
Swaraj through Peaceful and legitimate means. INC committed itself to Extra Constitutional 
Mass struggle.  

2. At this stage, some leaders like Annie Besant, Surendranath Banerjee left congress as they 
believed in Constitutional and Lawful struggle. Surendranath Banerjee Founded Indian National 
LiberaL Federation. Hence statement 1 is correct. 

3. During NCM, many organisational changes were made: A Congress Working Committee was set 
up to lead the congress, Provincial Congress Committee on linguistic Basis was organised. Entry 
fee was reduced to 4 Anna. So statement 2 is also correct 

 
Source: Spectrum Rajiv Ahir. Ch - National Movement 1919-1939 
Level: Medium 
 
Q71) With reference to ""Senna Spectabilis"" sometime seen in news which of the below mention 
statement is correct ? 
(a) It is a newly discovered species of Pterosaur and largest flying animal of all time. 
(b) It is a type of Nitrifying bacteria. 
(c) It is an Invasive Plant Species. 
(d) It is a disease endemic to Senegal a west African country. 
 
Answer: C 
Explanation: 



 

 

1. It is an invasive species and is posing major threat to Nilgiri Biosphere reserve and surrounding 
tiger reserves as well. Hence it was seen in news repeatedly with respect to biodiversity 
concerns. 

2. Senna Spectabilis is a plant species of the legume family native to South and Central America. 
3. They are often grown as an ornamental in front yards, parks, gardens, buildings etc. due to their 

bright yellow flowers that bloom during the summer months. The plant has become an invasive 
alien species in parts of Africa after it was introduce for resources such as firewood as well as to 
help combat deteriorating ecosystems affected by deforestation and desertification. 

4. Currently, S. Spectabilis is overtaking native tree species of forestry ecosystems around the 
world because of its ability to grow quickly. 

 
Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Senna_spectabilis 
Level: Medium 
 
Q72) With reference to ‘’The State of India’s Birds 2020 (SoIB)‘’ seen sometimes in news, consider 
the following statements: 
1. Population of Indian Vulture has seen decline. 
2. All the four species of bustards in India have suffered continuous population declines. 
3. Population of Common Sparrow in overall India has drastically declined. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
Answer: A 
Explanation: 
1. Recently, State of India’s Bird 2020 was released at the 13th Conference of Parties of the 

Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals. 
2. Indian Vulture had a catastrophic decline; for every 100 Indian vultures spotted 25 years ago, 

only 10 could be spotted now. Statement 1 is correct. 
3. All the four species of bustards in India (the Great Indian Bustard, Macqueen’s Bustard, Lesser 

Florican and Bengal Florican) have suffered continuous population declines. Statement 2 is 
correct. 

4. The common sparrow, long seen as declining in urban spaces, has a stable population overall in 
India. Statement 3 is incorrect. 

 
Source: https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/indias-birds-suffering-
dramatic-population-declines-warns-scientific-report/article30840893.ece 
https://www.thehindu.com/data/data-which-species-of-birds-have-declined-the-most-over-the-last-
25-years/article30859234.ece 
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/birds-hit-the-hindu-editorial-on-state-of-indian-
birds/article30854103.ece 
Level: Medium 
 
 
Q73) Which of the following statement/s is/are incorrect regarding Sanyasi Revolt? 
1. Many small Zamindars also participated in this uprising against British 



 

 

2. Apart from Anandmath, Bankim Chandra also wrote novel ‘Devi Chaudharani’ on this Revolt. 
3. Equal participation of Hindu and Muslim characterises the uprisings 
Select the correct answer from the code given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b))1 and 3 only 
(c) All of the above 
(d) None of the above 
 
Answer: D 
Explanation: 
1. All the statements are correct.  
                                                                                                                            
 
 
Sanyasi Revolt (1763-1800):             
1.  The disastrous famine of 1770 and the harsh economic order of the British compelled a group of 

sanyasis in Eastern India to fight the British yoke. Originally peasants, these sanyasis were joined 
by a large number of dispossessed small zamindars, disbanded soldiers and rural poor. Hence 
statement 1 is correct.                                                                                                                                                     

2. Equal participation of Hindus and Muslims characterised the uprisings, sometimes referred to as 
the Fakir Rebellion. Majnum Shah (or Majnu Shah), Chirag Ali, Musa Shah, Bhawani Pathak and 
Debi Chaudhurani were important leaders. Hence statement 2 is correct.                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

3. Debi Chaudhurani’s participation recognises the women’s role in early resistances against the 
British. Anandamath, by Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay, is based on the Sanyasi Revolt. Bankim 
Chandra also wrote a novel, Devi Chaudhurani, as he saw the importance of women too taking 
up the struggle against an alien rule that posed a threat to traditional Indian values. Hence 
statement 3 is also correct.                                                                                                                                 

 
Source: Chapter People’s Resistance Against British Before 1857, Rajiv Ahir 
Level: Difficult 
 
Q74) If a person wants to go from Ladakh to Chennai what is the minimum number of state the 
person must cross in between during the journey (Excluding destination and the starting states)? 
(a) 4  
(b) 5 
(c) 6 
(d) 7 
 
Answer: A 
Explanation: 
Route will be Via Himachal, Uttar Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu (destination). 
Himachal Pradesh is Neighbour state of Uttar Pradesh 
 
Map based  
Level: Medium 
 
Q75) Consider the following statements  
1. Sun never sets beyond the arctic circle till North Pole during summer in the Southern Hemisphere 



 

 

2. We experience changes in the season due to change in the earth’s distance from the Sun as its 
orbit  of revolution around the Sun is elliptical . 
Which of the statements given above is/are incorrect? 
(a) 1 only                                 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2                      
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Answer: C 
Explanation: 
1. Statement 1 is incorrect: During summer in southern hemisphere sun never set beyond 

Antarctic Circle and never rise beyond Arctic Circle. 
2. Statement 2 is incorrect: The changes in the season is due to inclination of the earth’s axis of 

rotation WRT its axis of revolution (23.5deg). If both the axis of earth would have been perfectly 
aligned then there won’t be any variation of day time temporally or spatially. Then we won’t be 
experiencing any change in the season.  

 
Source: GC Leong Page 5-6 
Level: Easy 
 
 
Q76) With reference to Micro-finance Institutions in India, consider the following 
statements: 
1. In India, all loans that are below Rs.1 lakh can be considered as micro loans. 
2. These institutions also offer insurance, savings and other non-financial services. 
Select the incorrect statements using the code below 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Answer: D 
Explanation: 
1. Microfinance institutions are financial institutions  that aims to provide small loans to 

people who do not have any access to formal banking facilities. In India, all loans that 
are below Rs.1 lakh can be considered as micro loans. Hence, statement 1 is correct. 

2. These institutions not only offer micro credit but they also provide other financial 
services like savings, insurance, remittance and non-financial services like individual 
counselling, training and support to start own business and the most importantly in a 
convenient way. Hence, statement 2 is correct. 

 
Source: https://www.bankbazaar.com/personal-loan/microfinance-institutions.html 
Level: Easy 
 

Festival/ Fair/ Occasion State 



 

 

1. Wari Warkari Jharkand 

2. Dree Festival Arunachal Pradesh 

3. Cheiraoba Chattisgarh 

 
Q77) Consider the following pairs: 
Which of the following pair have been correctly matched? 
(a) 2 only 
(b) 3 only 
(c) 1 and 2 only 
(d) None of the above 
 
Answer: (a) 
Explanation: 
Wari- Warkari is a religious movement within the Bhakti Traditional Cult. It is celebrated in 
the state of Maharashtra. Warkaris worship Vitthal deity of Pandharpur. Saints  associated 
with the Warkari tradition are Dnyaneshwar, Namdev, Tukaram. So pair 1 is not correctly 
matched. 
 
Dree Festival: 
Apatani Tribe that reside in the state of Arunachal Pradesh celebrates this festival. It is 
celebrated in Zero Valley. Prayers are offered for a good and plentiful harvest. So pair 2 is 
correctly matched.  
 
Cheiraoba Festival: 
The festival is celebrated in Manipur and is New Year according to Tribes of the state. 
Domestic Deity Sanamahi is worshipped. So So pair 3 is not correctly matched. 
 
 
Q78) With reference to FDI in India, consider the following statements : 
1. 100% FDI under automatic route is allowed in insurance intermediaries (Brokers, Agents 
etc.). 
2. 100% FDI under automatic route is permitted in marketplace model of e-commerce. 
3. 100% FDI through automatic route is allowed for renewable energy projects. 
Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct?  
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
Answer: D 
Explanation: 



 

 

1. Recently, The Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) notified 
the government’s decision to allow 100% foreign direct investment (FDI) in insurance 
intermediaries. 

2. Intermediary services include insurance brokers, re-insurance brokers, insurance 
consultants, corporate agents, third party administrators, surveyors and loss assessors. 

3. The FDI policy earlier allowed 49% foreign investment in the insurance sector, which 
includes insurance intermediaries. 

4. DPIIT said 100% FDI is allowed in insurance intermediaries under automatic approval 
route. Statement 1 is correct. 

5. 100% FDI under automatic route is permitted in marketplace model of e-commerce. But 
not on inventory based model since 2018. Statement 2 is correct. 

6. Recently the data released by the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy showed that 
India received about $3.2 billion in the form of FDI from April 2015 to June 2019. 

7. The highest FDI came in 2017-2018 and stood at $12 billion. Steps taken by the Indian 
government to allow 100 percent FDI for renewable energy projects has lead to 
efficiently facilitating capital and technology along with providing incentives for more 
foreign investments. Statement 3 is correct. 

 
Source: https://indianexpress.com/article/india/indias-renewable-energy-sector-a-hub-of-
foreign-direct-investment-6228234/ 
https://pib.gov.in/Pressreleaseshare.aspx?PRID=1595850 
https://www.thehindu.com/business/dpiit-notifies-100-fdi-in-insurance-
intermediaries/article30919740.ece 
Level:  Easy 
  
Q79) Arrange the following in decreasing order of the value of subsidies provided by the 
government in last fiscal year. 
1. Kerosene 
2. Food 
3. LPG 
4. Fertiliser 
Select the correct answer using the codes given below. 
(a) 4    3    2   1 
(b) 4    2    3   1 
(c) 2    3    4   1 
(d) 2    4    3   1 
 
Answer: D 
Explanation: 
1. According to the Budget document, the government's food, fuel and fertiliser subsidy 

bill has been pegged marginally higher by 0.23 per cent at Rs 2,27,793.89 crore for the 
2020-21 fiscal year.  

2. Of the total subsidy bill estimated for the 2020-2021, maximum fund allocation has been 
made for food, followed by fertiliser and fuel. 



 

 

3. About Rs 2, 27,255 crore has been allocated for the previous fiscal in the revised 
estimate. 

4. According to revised estimate, Rs 1,08,688.35 crore fund had been allocated for 
supplying subsidised foodgrain through the public distribution system (PDS) and welfare 
schemes. 

5. Rs 38,568.86 crore fund has been allocated in the revised estimate as fuel subsidy. 
6. The allocation for LPG subsidy was Rs 34,085.86 crore. 
7. Allocation for kerosene subsidy was Rs 4,483 crore. 
8. Allocation for providing subsidised fertilisers was Rs 79,997.85 crore. 
9. Food > Fertiliser > LPG > Kerosene 
 
Source: https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/govts-subsidy-bill-
projected-slightly-up-at-rs-2-27-lakh-cr-for-fy21/articleshow/73844957.cms 
Level: Medium 
 
Q80) With reference to Indian Painting, consider the following statements. 
 1. The practice of miniature painting in India was started by Mughal Rulers. 
 2. Mughal Paintings were mostly concentrated on Secular Elements. 
 Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
 (a) 1 only  
 (b) 2 only 
 (c) Both 1 and 2  
 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Answer: B 
Explanation: 
1. Statement 1 is incorrect: The earliest examples of miniature painting in India exist in the 

form of illustrations to the religious texts on Buddhism executed under the Palas of the 
eastern India and the Jain texts executed in western India during the 11th-12th centuries 
A.D. 

2. Statement 2 is correct: Mughal paintings were mostly depicted court life or king as an 
ideal. they were mostly secular, whereas, the art of painting in Central India, Rajasthani 
and the Pahari region etc. is deeply rooted in the Indian traditions, taking inspiration 
from Indian epics, religious texts like the Puranas, love poems in Sanskrit and other 
Indian languages, Indian folk-lore and works on musical themes. 

 
Source: http://ccrtindia.gov.in/miniaturepainting.php 
Level: Easy 
 
Q81) With reference to Pala and Sena architecture of 8th- 12th century A.D., Consider the 
following statements. 
 1. Granite was the Principal Building Material. 
 2. Shikhara of the temples are crowned by the large 'Amalaka' like those in Kalinga 
Architecture. 



 

 

 3. Both Hindu temples and Buddhist architecture were built in this style. 
 Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
 (a) 1 only  
 (b) 2 and 3 only 
 (c) 1 and 2 only  
 (d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
Answer: B 
Explanation: 
1. The Pala and Sena architecture of 8th- 12th century A.D is featured by: 
2. The buildings had a curve or sloping roof, as in bamboo huts. This became popularly 

known as “Bangla roof” and was later adopted by the Mughal architects. 
3. Statement 1 is incorrect: Burnt bricks and clay, known as terracotta bricks, was the 

principal building material used. 
4. For the sculptures of this region, both stone as well as metal was used. Stone was the 

major component. 
5. The figures were unique in their highly lustrous finish. 
6. Statement 2 is correct: The temples of this region had a tall, curving Shikhara crowned 

by a large Amalaka, similar to the Odisha School. 
7. Statement 3 is correct: The Palas were primarily Buddhist rulers following Mahayana 

tradition, but were very tolerant and patronised both the religions. Pala Kings built lots 
of Viharas, Chaityas and Stupas. The Senas were Hindus and built temples of Hindu gods, 
and also sustained Buddhist architectures. Thus, the architecture reflected the influence 
of both the religions. 

 
Source: Nitin Singhania - Chapter: Indian architecture. 
Level: Difficult 
 
Q82) The term "Grama", "Moorcchana" and "Mela" are related to which of the following? 
 (a) Music tradition 
 (b) Folk theatre of Maharastra 
 (c) Governance system during Satavahanas period 
 (d) Practice of shifting cultivation 
 
Answer: A 
Explanation: 
1. Svaras or notes are called as Grama. This could roughly be translated as scales. There 

were two Gramas prevalent. 
2. From each Grama subsidiary scales are derived. These are called moorcchanas. There 

are seven basic notes in a scale, hence there can be seven moorcchanas.  
3.  From 11th century music from central and western India began to influence the music 

tradition. This caused the disappearance of Grama and Moorcchana by 15th century 
4. Grama was replaced by the Mela or thata. 
 



 

 

Source: http://ccrtindia.gov.in/hindustaniclassicalmusic.php 
Level: Difficult 
 
 
 
Q83) With reference to Mauryan Empire, consider the following statements: 
 1.  Slaves were employed in agriculture on the large scale for the first time during this 
period. 
2. Sannidhata was highest officer in charge for tax assessment. 
 3. In Mauryan period, Burnt Bricks were used for the first time in Eastern Gangetic Plain 
 Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
 (a) 1 and 2 only  
 (b) 1 and 3 only 
 (c) 3 only  
 (d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
Answer: B 
Explanation: 
1. According to Arthashastra, a striking social development during Maurya time period was 

employment of large number of slaves in agriculture. Slaves were employed in 
agriculture on the large scale for the first time during this period. So statement 1 is 
correct. 

2. With respect to Taxation Policy: Samharta was highest officer in charge for tax 
assessment while Sannidhata was the Chief Custodian of state treasury and store house. 
So statement 2 is incorrect. 

3.  Mauryans introduced the use of burnt bricks in North-eastern India, some of the 
structure made up of burnt bricks have been found in Bihar and UP, belonging to 
mauryan time. So statement 3 is correct. 

 
Source: Old NCERT RS Sharma (Page 94 to 96)  
Level: Medium 
 
Q84) With reference to Educational Policy during colonial rule in India, consider the 
following statements: 
1. As per Lord Macaulay’s Minute, Government resources were to be utilised in such 

manner to promote mass education 
2. It repudiated Downward Filtration theory with respect to education. 
Select the correct answer answer from the code given below: 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only  
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) None of the above 
 
Answer: (d) 



 

 

Explanation: 
1. The Charter Act of 1813 directed the East India Company to sanction one lakh rupees 

annually for spread of education. The question was raised on how to spend this amount.  
Anglicists argued that the government spending on education should be exclusively for 
modern studies. Orientalists said while Western sciences and literature should be 
taught to prepare students to take up jobs along with expansion of traditional Indian 
learning. 

2. Another issue was on medium of instruction—one faction was for English language as 
the medium, while the other faction was for Indian languages (vernaculars) for the 
purpose. 

3. Lord Macaulay’s Minute settled the row in favour of Anglicists—the limited government 
resources were to be devoted to teaching of Western sciences through the medium of 
English language alone.  

4. Focus was to be given on opening a few English schools and colleges instead of a large 
number of elementary schools, thus neglecting mass education. So statement 1 is 
correct. 

5. The British planned to educate a small section of upper class who would act as 
interpreters between the government and masses and would enrich the vernaculars by 
which knowledge of Western sciences would reach the masses. This was called the 
‘downward filtration theory’. So statement 2 is correct.   

 
Wood’s Despatch (1854) :  
1. Considered the “Magna Carta of English Education in India”, was the first 

comprehensive plan for the spread of education in India. 
2. It repudiated ‘downward filtration theory and asked the government of India to assume 

responsibility for education of the masses 
 
Source: Rajiv Ahir Chapter Development of Education 
Level: Medium 
 
Q85) With reference to ‘’Garib Kalyan Rozgar Abhiyaan” seen sometimes in news, consider 
the following statements : 
1. It provides livelihood opportunity to both returning migrants and similarly affected rural 
citizens. 
2. The scheme will work in few districts across all States which has maximum number of the 
returning migrants.  
3. It will contribute towards provision of modern facilities, such as internet connectivity, 
laying of optic fibre cables and to increase internet speed in villages. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 2 only 
(d) 3 only 
 



 

 

Answer: B 
Explanation: 
1. Recently Prime Minister launched the mega 'Garib Kalyan Rojgar Abhiyaan' aimed to 

boost livelihood opportunities in rural India amid the ongoing Covid-19 crisis.  
2. It provides livelihood opportunity to returning migrants and similarly affected rural 

citizens. Statement 1 is correct. 
3. The campaign is of 125 days, which will work in mission mode. It will involve intensified 

and focused implementation of 25 different types of works to provide employment to 
migrant workers on one hand and create infrastructure in the rural regions of the 
country on the other, with a resource envelope of Rs 50,000 crore.  

4. A total of 116 districts with more than 25,000 migrant workers each across Bihar, Uttar 
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Jharkhand and Odisha have been chosen for the 
campaign and includes 27 aspirational districts. Statement 2 is incorrect as all states 
are not chosen. 

5. The 25 schemes of the government will be brought together and would help build gram 
panchayat bhawans and aganwadi centres, assist in national highway works, railway 
works and water conservation projects among others.  

6. For first time, internet is being used more in villages. The campaign will contribute 
towards provision of modern facilities, such as internet connectivity, laying of optic fibre 
cables, to increase internet speed in villages, so that children in villages are able to study 
and learn like those in cities. Statement 3 is correct. 

 
Source: https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1632861 
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/pm-modi-garib-kalyan-rojgar-abhiyan-scheme-
jobs-6467859/ 
Level: Medium 
 
Q86) With reference to Wavell Plan, consider the following statements: 
 1.It proposed all-Indian Executive Council except the Governor-General and Commander-in-Chief 
 2. The Governor General had to exercise the veto on advice of Council of Ministers 
 Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 
 (a) 1 only 
 (b) 2 only 
 (c) Both 
 (d) None 
 
Answer: C 
Explanation: 
Wavell Plan (Shimla Conference—June 1945) 
1. With the exception of the governor-general and the commander-in-chief, all members of the 

executive council were to be Indians. Hence statement 1 is correct. 
2. Caste Hindus and Muslims were to have equal representation. 
3. The reconstructed council was to function as an interim government within the framework of 

the 1935 Act (i.e. not responsible to the Central Assembly). 
4. The governor-general was to exercise his veto on the advice of ministers. Hence statement 2 is 

correct. 



 

 

5. Representatives of different parties were to submit a joint list to the viceroy for nominations to 
the executive council. If a joint list was not possible, then separate lists 

6. were to be submitted. 
7. Possibilities were to be kept open for negotiations on a new constitution once the war was 

finally won. 
 
Source -A Brief History of Modern India by R Ahir 
Level: Medium 
 
Q87) With reference to Bhakti traditions, consider the following statements: 
1. Both Alvars and Nayanars belong to the Saguna stream of the tradition. 
2. Nalayira Divyaprabandham, an Alvar text, is considered to be Tamil Veda. 
3. Kings despised the tradition as it meant a challenge to their authority. 
Select the correct statement(s) using the codes given below: 
(a) 2 and 3 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1 only 
Answer: B 
Explanation: 
1. There were two streams of Bhakti tradition - Saguna (with attributes of deity-like form) and 

nirguna (abstract form of deity).  
2. Both Alvars (Vishnu devottes) and Nayanars (Shiva devotees) belonged to the Saguna tradition. 

Hence, statement 1 is correct. 
3. They often claimed their compositions to be as important as Veda. Nalayira Divyaprabandham, 

an Alvar text, which is considered to be Tamil Veda is an example in case. Hence, statement 2 is 
correct. 

4. State often promoted the Bhakti traditions to get the support of the peasantry. Chidambaram, 
Gangaikondacholapuram, Thanjavur, etc temples were constructed by Chola rulers for these 
traditions. Kings often organized hymns into texts and even built metal images of saints which 
were carried during processions. Hence, statement 3 is incorrect. 

 
Level: Difficult 
 
Q88) Ancient scripture "Suttanipata" belong to which of the following? 
 (a) Buddhism 
 (b) Jainism 
 (c) Sangam literature 
 (d) Mauryan Literature 
 
Answer: A 
Explanation: 
1. Suttanipata is the earliest Buddhist text.  
2. According to it Cattle is the giver of Annanda (food), Vannada (beauty) and Sukhada 

(Happiness). 
3.  The question seem factual but the answer can be arrived at by knowing that ""Suttapitika"" 

""Vinaypittika"" and ""Dhammapittika"" belonged to Buddhism therefore some scripture with 
similar name should also belong to buddhism. 



 

 

 
Source: NCERT Old - RS Sharma -Page 67 
Level: Easy 
 
Q89) Which if the following statement/s is/are correct regarding Trade Union Act, 1926 
1. It recognised trade unions as legal associations 
2. It secured only criminal immunity for trade unions from prosecution for legitimate activities 
3. It laid down conditions for registration and regulation of trade union activities 
Select the correct answer form the code given below: 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 2 only 
(d) All of the above 
 
Answer: (b) 
Explanation: 
Provisions of The Trade Union Act, 1926: 
1. It recognised trade unions as legal associations. Hence, statement 1 is correct. 
2. It laid down conditions for registration and regulation of trade union activities. Hence, 

statement 3 is correct. 
3. It secured immunity, both civil and criminal, for trade unions from prosecution for legitimate 

activities, but put some restrictions on their political activities. Hence, statement 2 is incorrect. 
 
Source: A Brief History of Modern India by R Ahir 
Level: Easy 
 
Q90) Arrange the following events chronologically: 
1. Battle of Buxar 
2. Battle of Wandiwash 
3. Battle of Plassey 
4. Third Battle of Panipat 
Select the correct answer form the code given below: 
(a) 3-2-4-1 
(b) 3-1-2-4 
(c) 3-2-1-4 
(d) 3-1-4-2 
 
Answer: (a) 
Explanation: 
1. Battle of Plassey (June 23, 1757): Robert Clive’s victory over Siraj-ud-daula laid the territorial 

foundation of British rule in India.  
2. Battle of Wandiwash: The decisive battle of the Third Carnatic War was won by the English on 

January 22, 1760 at Wandiwash (or Vandavasi) in Tamil Nadu. General Eyre Coote of the English 
totally routed the French army  

3. In Third Battle of Panipat (1761): Marathas were defeated by Ahmad Shah Abdali. 
4. Battle of Buxar: The combined armies of Mir Kasim, the Nawab of Awadh and Shah Alam II were 

defeated by the English forces under Major Hector Munro at Buxar on October 22, 1764 in a 
closely contested battle. 



 

 

 
Source: A Brief History of Modern India by R Ahir 
Level: Medium 
 
 
Q91) Which of the following leader explained the Foundation of Indian National Congress with 
Safety Valve Theory ? 
 (a) R.P. Dutt 
 (b) Lala Lajpat Rai 
 (c) G.K Gokhale 
 (d) M K gandhi 
 
Answer: B 
Explanation: 
1. There is a theory that Hume formed the Congress with the idea that it would prove to be a 

‘safety valve’ for releasing  the growing discontent of the Indians. To this end, he convinced 
Lord Dufferin not to obstruct the formation of   the Congress.  

2. The extremist leaders like Lala Lajpat Rai believed in the ‘safety valve’ theory.  
3. Even the Marxist historian’s ‘conspiracy theory’ was an offspring of the ‘safety valve’ notion. For 

example, R.P. Dutt opined that the Indian  National Congress was born out of a conspiracy to 
abort a popular uprising in India and the bourgeois leaders were a party to it.   

4. Modern Indian historians, however, dispute the idea of ‘safety valve’. In their opinion the Indian 
National Congress  represented the urge of the politically conscious Indians to set up a national 
body to express the political and economic demands of the Indians.  

 
Source -A Brief History of Modern India by R Ahir 
Level: Easy 
 
Q92) Which of the following Indian art and cultural forms is not part of UNESCO world heritage sites 
? 
 (a) Group of Monuments at Mahabalipuram 
 (b) Stone Chariot at Hampi 
 (c) Ajanta and Ellora Caves 
 (d) Golden Temple 
 
Answer: D 
Explanation: 
Golden temple is not yet part of UNESCO WHS status presently its in tentative list.  
 
Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_World_Heritage_Sites_in_India 
Level: Easy 
 
Q93) With reference to Medieval history of India, what is the term Kudirai Chettis mean? 
 (a) Horse traders 
 (b) Foot soldiers 
 (c) Sword makers 
 (d) Paddy farmers 
 



 

 

Answer: A 
Explanation: 
In medieval time result of wars were much dependent on the effectiveness and strength of cavalry 
unit in the army. Horses were majorly imported from Arabia and Central Asia. Local Merchants from 
Vijayanagar empire who participated in Horse trade were called Kudirai Chettis. 
 
Source: NCERT - class 12th themes II -Ch- 7- Pg 172 
Level: Medium 
 
Q94) With reference to National Medical Commission (NMC), Consider the following statements: 
1. It is a statutory body established under Indian Medical Council Act, 1956 
2. Health Minister is the ex- office chairman of NMC. 
3. It will regulate counselling for admission in medical institutions. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 3 only 
 
Answer: D 
Explanation: 
1. Recently, President gave his assent to National Medical Commission (NMC) Act 2019. 
2. The National Medical Commission (NMC) Act, 2019 seeks to replace the Medical Council of India 

(MCI) with a body called National Medical Commission. 
3. Medical Council of India is a statutory body, established under Indian Medical Council Act 1956. 

Statement 1 is incorrect. 
4. The NMC will consist of 25 members, appointed by the central government. Chairperson must 

be a medical practitioner as mandated by the Act. Health Minister is not the ex-officio 
chairman. Statement 2 is incorrect. 

5. The NMC will specify the manner of conducting common counselling for admission in under-
graduate and postgraduate super-specialty medical education. Statement 3 is correct. 

 
Source: 
https://www.prsindia.org/sites/default/files/bill_files/National%20Medical%20Commission%20A
ct%2C%202019.pdf 
Level: Medium 
 
Q95) With reference to YUKTI 2.0 Initiative seen sometimes in news, consider the following 
statements : 
1. It is an online depository for innovative ideas that aims at fostering innovation among students 
and teachers. 
2. It is a logical extension of earlier version of 'YUKTI', an initiative to identify ideas relevant in COVID 
pandemic  
3. It is launched by Ministry of Science and Technology. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 1 only 



 

 

(d) 2 and 3 only 
 
Answer: A 
Explanation: 
1. The Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD) has launched a new programme, called 

Yukti 2.0, which is an online depository for innovative ideas aimed at fostering and promoting 
innovation among students and teachers. Statement 1 is correct. 

2. The portal was initially promoted with the name Massive Indian Novelty Depository (MIND). 
3. It is launched by Ministry of Human Resources and Development. Statement 3 is incorrect. 
4. YUKTI 2.0 is an extension of ‘YUKTI (Young India combating Covid with Knowledge, Technology 

and Innovation) Portal’ which was launched to identify ideas relevant in Covid pandemic. 
Statement 2 is correct. 

5. The portal intends to cover the different dimensions of COVID-19 challenges in a very holistic 
and comprehensive way. 

6. Through this portal, the Ministry of Human Resource Development will endeavour to ensure 
that students, teachers and researchers in higher educational institutions are getting 
appropriate support to meet the requirements needed to advance their technologies and 
innovations. 

 
Source: https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1633700  
Level: Medium 
 
Q96) Which of the following can be an application of ‘’Superconductivity’’ in any material? 
1. Magnetic Levitation 
2. Making Electromagnets 
3. Energy Storage 
4. Land Mine Detection 
5. Power Transmission 
Choose the correct option using the codes given below. 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1, 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1, 2, 3 and 5 only 
(d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 
 
Answer: D 
Explanation: 
1. Recently a team from IISc’s Solid State and Structural Chemistry Unit, claimed to have achieved 

superconductivity at ambient temperature and pressure. 
2. A material is said to be a superconductor when it conducts electricity with zero resistance to the 

flow of electrons.  
3. Though superconductors will help build very high efficient devices leading to huge energy 

savings, it has not been possible to exploit it for everyday use. This is because scientists have 
been able to achieve superconductivity only at temperatures far below 0°C. 

4. Superconductors are used in the following applications:  
1. Maglev (magnetic levitation) trains. These work because a superconductor repels a 

magnetic field so a magnet will float above a superconductor – this virtually eliminates the 
friction between the train and the track. However, there are safety concerns about the 
strong magnetic fields used as these could be a risk to human health.  



 

 

2. Superconductors are used to make extremely powerful electromagnets to accelerate 
charged particles very fast (to near the speed of light) in Large Hadron Collider.  

3. Superconducting Magnetic Energy Storage (SMES) is a novel technology that stores 
electricity from the grid within the magnetic field of a coil comprised of superconducting 
wire with near-zero loss of energy.  

4. Superconducting transmission lines have a tremendous size advantage and lower total 
electrical losses for high capacity power transmission. 

5. SQUIDs (Superconducting QUantum Interference Devices) are used to detect even the 
weakest magnetic field. They are used in mine detection equipment to help in the removal 
of land mines.  

6. The USA is developing “E-bombs”. These are devices that make use of strong, 
superconductor derived magnetic fields to create a fast, high-intensity electromagnetic 
pulse that can disable an enemy’s electronic equipment.  

5. The following uses of superconductors are under development:  
1. Making electricity generation more efficient  
2. Very fast computing.  

 
Source: 
 https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/iisc-team-provides-video-evidence-of-
superconductivity-at-room-temperature/article27271786.ece 
https://www.rsc.org/Education/Teachers/Resources/Inspirational/resources/4.5.2.pdf 
Level: Medium 
 
Q97) The Global Gender Gap report is published by: 
(a) International Monetary Fund  
(b) United Nations Conference on Trade and Development  
(c) World Economic Forum  
(d) World Bank  
 
Answer: C 
Explanation: 
1. India slipped to 112th place on gender gap report published by World Economic Forum. 
2. India slipped four places from rank 116th globally in terms of gender gap amid widening 

disparity in terms of women’s health and survival and economic participation. In this two 
areas India is now ranked in the bottom-five. 

3. Key parameters of the report 
1. Economic Participation and Opportunity 
2. Educational Attainment 
3. Health and Survival, and 
4. Political Empowerment. 

 
Gender Gap Report, 2020 
1. Iceland remains the world’s most gender-neutral country. 
2. India has improved in political Empowerment but it has fallen in other three indicators. 
3. India is the only country among the 153 countries studied where the economic gender gap is 

larger than the political one. 
4. From primary to tertiary education, the share of women attending school is systematically 

larger than the share of men. 



 

 

5. Rather only 66% of women are literate compared with 82% of men. 
6. Widening of Health and survival gap is mainly due to abnormally low sex ratios at birth in India 

(91 girls for every 100 boys). 
 
Source: https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-slips-to-112th-place-on-gender-gap-
world-economic-forum-report/article30326228.ece 
Level: Easy 
 
Q98) With reference to “Prime Minister’s Scholarship Scheme (PMSS)”, consider the following 
statements : 
1. It aims to promote technical and postgraduate education for the widows and children of the 
deceased/ex-service personnel. 
2. Children of state police officials who were killed during terror/naxal attacks are also included in 
the scheme. 
3. It is being implemented by Ministry of Defence, Ministry of Home Affairs and Ministry of Railways 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
Answer: D 
Explanation: 
1. Recently the ambit of the ‘Prime Minister’s Scholarship Scheme’ was also expanded to cover the 

wards of State police officials martyred in terror or Naxal attacks. Statement 2 is correct. 
2. The scheme is meant to encourage technical and postgraduate education for widows and wards 

of deceased personnel of the armed forces, the paramilitary forces and the Railway Protection 
Force. Statement 1 is correct. 

3. The National Defence Fund is administered by an executive committee that has the Prime 
Minister as the chairperson and the Defence, Finance and Home Ministers as members. 

4. It is being implemented by the Department of Ex-Servicemen Welfare, Ministry of Defence in 
respect of armed forces, by Ministry of Home Affairs and Ministry of Railways for the personnel 
of paramilitary forces and Railway Protection force respectively. Statement 3 is correct. 

 
Source: https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/pm-modi-hikes-national-defence-fund-
scholarship-assistance/article27379076.ece 
Level: Difficult 
 
Q99) Lulu and Nana‘ seen sometimes in news are: 
(a) Newly discovered moons of Saturn 
(b) World’s first gene edited human babies 
(c) Shadow puppet theatre tradition of Andhra Pradesh 
(d) Pre Marriage rituals of Tribes in Arunachal Pradesh 
 
Answer: B 
Explanation: 
1. Recently Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) published “National Guidelines for Gene 

Therapy- Product Development and Clinical Trials” 



 

 

2. Gene Therapy refers to the process of introduction, removal or change in content of an 
individual’s genetic material with the goal of treating the disease and a possibility of achieving 
long term cure. 

3. Lulu and Nana are the world’s first gene edited human babies using CRISPR gene editing 
 
Source: https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/chinese-academic-claims-to-have-gene-
edited-twins/article25604076.ece 
Level: Medium 
 
Q100) Our energy-storage strategies are currently shaped by Batteries, consider the following 
statement with respect to it: 
1. Li-ion batteries can deliver up to thrice the voltage compare to Nickel Cadmium batteries. 
2. Unlike Li-ion batteries, Lithium-batteries are rechargeable batteries. 
Select the correct answer using the codes given below.  
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2  only  
(c) Both 1 and 2   
(d) None of the above 
 
Answer: A 
Explanation: 
1. Statement 1 correct: Lithium-ion operate at higher voltages than other rechargeable, typically 

about 3.7 volts for lithium-ion vs. 1.2 volts for NiMH or NiCd. This means a single cell can often 
be used rather than multiple NiMH or NiCd cells. 

2. Statement 2 incorrect:  The difference between Lithium batteries and Lithium-ion (Li-ion) 
batteries is that most Lithium batteries are not rechargeable but Li-ion batteries are 
rechargeable.  From a chemical standpoint Lithium batteries use lithium in its pure metallic 
form.  Li-ion batteries use lithium compounds which are much more stable than the elemental 
lithium used in lithium batteries. A lithium battery should never be recharged while lithium-ion 
batteries are designed to be recharged hundreds of times. 

 
Source: https://batteryuniversity.com/learn/archive/is_lithium_ion_the_ideal_battery 
Level: Medium 
 
 
 
 


