
 

 

Instructions: 
 
This Test contains 100 Questions. Each Questions comprises four responses (answers). You will select the 
response which you want to mark. In case you feel that there is more than one correct response then mark 
the response which you consider the best. In any case, choose ONLY ONE response for each item. 
 
All items carry equal marks. Your total marks will depend only on the number of correct responses marked 
by you. For every incorrect response 1/3rd of the allotted marks will be deducted. 
No marks will be deducted for an unsolved question. 
—————————————————————————————————————————— 
——————————————————————————————————————————— 
 
Q1) The motto of Lokpal “Ma Gridhah: Kasyasvidhanam“ (Do not be greedy for anyone’s wealth) is taken 
from: 
(a) Katha Upanishad. 
(b) Ishabaso Upanishad. 
(c) Aitareya Upanishad. 
(d) Mundaka Upanishad. 
 
Answer: (b) 
Explanation: 
 
 Lokpal accepted one shloka (verse) of Ishabaso Upanishad (religious book) as its motto/slogan. The 
selected slogan/motto for Lokpal is in Sanskrit language and it means "Do not be greedy for anyone's 
wealth 
 
Q2) Which island in ‘’Mozambique Channel’’ is closer to Madgascar? 
(a) Mayotte  
(b) Mauritius  
(c) Comoros 
(d) Maldives 
 
Answer: (a) 
Explanation  
India has become observer of Indian Ocean Commission. So surrounding area becomes important. 
Distance between Madgascar and Mayotte is 685 km 
Distance between Madgascar and Comros is is 877 km. 
Distance between Madgascar and Maldives is 3777 km 
Distance between Madgascar and Mauritius is 1175 km 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Q3) With reference to “OKjokull” sometime seen in news which of the following statements most correctly 
describes it? 
(a) It is the name of a glacier which had melted completely. 
(b) It is a volcanic lake. 
(c) It is the first interstellar object detected in our solar system. 
(d) It is a National park in Syria which has been damaged extensively due to war. 
 
Answer: (a) 
Explanation: 
OKjokull (OK glacier) was the glacier in Iceland. It got melted completely and declared dead in 2014. In 
August 2019 a plaque has been place there which says Ok is the first Icelandic glacier to lose its status as a 
glacier. The Okjokull glacier became the first Icelandic glacier lost due to climate change. 

 
Q4) Consider the following statements : 
1. Indus River Dolphin is found only in river Beas in India. 
2. Asiatic Cheetah is extinct in India. 
3. The Kashmir Stag is found only in India. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
(a) 1 only 



 

 

(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
Answer: (d) 
Explanation:  
1. Recently Beas Conservation Reserve (Punjab) was declared as a Ramsar site.  
2. The Reserve hosts the only known population in India of the endangered Indus river dolphin. It can only 

be found in the lower parts of the Indus River in Pakistan and in River Beas, a tributary of the Indus 
River in Punjab, India. Statement 1 is correct. 

3. Recently, Supreme Court (SC) allowed the Centre to introduce the African cheetah from Namibia to a 
suitable habitat in India. Earlier SC had restricted for the same. 

4. A last female Cheetah was sighted in 1951 in Koriya district of Chhattisgarh. Asiatic Cheetah was officially 
declared extinct in India in 1952. In IUCN list it is considered critically endangered (surviving only in 
Iran) and regionally extinct in Iraq, Central Asia, Afghanistan, Pakistan and India. Statement 2 is correct. 

5. Recently during Lockdown in an encouraging sign, a herd of 6-8 Hanguls (Kashmir Stag) was sighted in 
central Kashmir’s Ganderbal district. The locals spotted the group in the forest area of Naranag in 
Kangan, Ganderbal. 

6. Naranag (Wangath) area is a protected area and remains the oldest part of the Dachigam-Wangath-Gurez 
Tulail corridor. 

7. Kashmir Stag also known as Hangul is the only species of elk native to India and found in dense riverine 
forests of Dachigam National Park, Kashmir Valley of Jammu & Kashmir and Chamba in Himachal 
Pradesh.It is found only in India. Statement 3 is correct. 

 
 
Q5) Which of the following is not matched correctly? 
(a) Vedanta : Knowledge of Atma and therefore Brahma. 
(b) Vaisheshika: Discussion on Dravya. 
(c) Nyaya  : Knowledge based on Pratyaksha, Anumana and Shabda. 
(d) Ajeevika  : Materialistic way of life. 
 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation: 
1. According to Vedanta Atma coincides with brahma. Therefore if a person acquires the knowledge of the 

self (Atma), he acquires the knowledge of brahma and thus attains salvation. 
2. Vaisheshika shool gives importance to the discussion of material elements or Dravya. It propounded the 

atom theory. 
3. It was Samkhya philosophy which was based on Knowledge based on Pratyaksha, Anumana and Shabda 
4.  Nyaya philosophy is about knowledge based on logic. 
5. Ajivika was a heterodox sect with materialistic ideas at the time of Buddha. 
 
 
Q6) With reference to Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR), consider the following statements : 
1. It aims to prevent the proliferation of missile only. 
2. It is not a legally binding treaty on the members. 
3. The MTCR applies to exports to non-members nations, not to other members of MTCR. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  



 

 

(a) 1 and 3 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 3 only 
 
Answer: (b) 
Explanation: 
1. Recently the US administration relaxed export restrictions on specific types of unmanned aerial systems, 

commonly known as drones, enabling U.S. defence contractors to sell more of their wares abroad. 
2. The Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR) was established in April 1987 by the G7 countries.  
3. It aims to prevent the proliferation of missile and unmanned aerial vehicle technology systems that could 

carry a payload of 500 kg for a distance of 300 km. Statement 1 is incorrect. 
4. In 1992, the MTCR’s original focus on missiles for nuclear weapons delivery was extended to a focus on 

the proliferation of missiles for the delivery of all types of weapons of mass destruction (WMD), i.e., 
nuclear, chemical and biological weapons.  

5. It is an informal political understanding among 35 member states that seek to limit the proliferation of 
missiles and missile technology. 

6. The MTCR is not a treaty and does not impose any legally binding obligations on Partners (members). 
Rather, it is an informal political understanding among states that seek to limit the proliferation of 
missiles and missile technology. Statement 2 is correct. 

7. The MTCR applies to exports to other members as well as exports to non-members. However an ""aide 
memoire"" attached to the MTCR states that it does not supersede prior agreements, which NATO 
members argue allows the supply of Category 1 systems between NATO members. Statement 3 is 
incorrect. 

 
 
Q7) With reference to “Sustainable development solutions network (SDSN)” seen sometimes in news, 

consider the following statements : 
1. It operates under Un Secretary General. 
2. It publishes annual SDG index & Dashboard Global report. 
3. It publishes world happiness report. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
Answer: (d) 
Explanation: 
1. Recently World Happiness Report 2020 was released. It is released by Sustainable Development 

Solutions Network (SDSN). Statement 3 is correct. 
2. The UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN) was set up in 2012 under the auspices of the 

UN Secretary-General. Statement 1 is correct. 
3. SDSN mobilizes global scientific and technological expertise to promote practical solutions for sustainable 

development, including the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the Paris 
Climate Agreement.  



 

 

4. SDSN works closely with United Nations agencies, multilateral financing institutions, the private sector, 
and civil society. 

5. SDSN also publishes the annual SDG Index & Dashboards Global Report. Statement 2 is correct. 
 
 
Q8) With reference to Sodium Hypochlorite consider the following uses: 
1. Bleaching 
2. Disinfection 
3. Deodorising 
4. Waste Water Treatment 
Select the correct option(s) from the codes given below: 
(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 
(b) 1, 2 and 4 only 
(c) 2, 3 and 4 only 
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 
 
Answer: (d) 
Explanation:  
1. Sodium Hypochlorite is being used recently in disinfectant tunnels to disinfect people from COVID virus. 
2. Household bleach is, in general, a solution containing 3–8% sodium hypochlorite. Hence, it is used in 

bleaching purposes. 
3. Sodium hypochlorite has destaining properties. It also has deodorizing properties, which go hand in hand 

with its cleaning properties. 
4. Sodium hypochlorite solutions have been used to treat dilute cyanide waste water, such as electroplating 

wastes. In batch treatment operations, sodium hypochlorite has been used to treat more concentrated 
cyanide wastes, such as silver cyanide plating solutions. 

5. Its bleaching, cleaning, deodorizing and caustic effects are due to oxidation and hydrolysis 
(saponification). Organic dirt exposed to hypochlorite becomes water-soluble and non-volatile, which 
reduces its odor and facilitates its removal. 

 
Q9) Match the following: 

Writer Work 

a. Kalidasa 1. Gitagovinda 

b. Magha 2. Kumarasambhava 

c. Jayadeva 3. Sishupalavadha 

d. Narayan Pandit 4. Hitopadesha 

 
 
 
 
Select the correct answer: 
(a) a-1, b-3, c-2, d-4 
(b) a-2, b-4, c-1, d-3 



 

 

(c) a-2, b-1, c-4, d-3 
(d) a-2, b-3, c-1, d-4 
 
Answer: (d) 
Explanation: 
1. The tallest figure in the sphere of epic poetry is Kalidasa (between A.D. 380-A.D. 415). He wrote two 

great epics, Kumarasambhava (the birth of Kumar), and Raghuvamsa (the dynasty of the Raghus). 
2. Bharavi (550 A.D.), wrote Kiratarjuniyam (Kirat and Arjun) 
3. Magha (65-700 A.D.) wrote Sishupalavadha (the killing of Shishupal). 
4. Jayadeva (12 century A.D.) is the last great name in Sanskrit poetry, who wrote the lyric poetry 

Gitagovinda (the song of Govinda) to describe every phase of love beween Krishna and Radha – 
longing, jealousy, hope, disappointment, anger, reconciliation and fruition – in picturesque lyrical 
language. 

5. Hitopadesha by Narayan Pandit and Panchtantra by Vidhnu Sharma indicate that the whole of Sanskrit 
literature was just not religious or elitist. 

 
 
Q10) ‘Not all animals migrate by choice’ Campaign is launched by which of the following? 
 (a) World Wide Fund for Wildlife (WWF) 
 (b) Convention on Migratory Species (CMS) 
 (c) Wildlife Crime Control Bureau (WCCB) 
 (d) Convention on Migratory Species (CMS) 
 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation: 
1. UN Environment India and Wildlife Crime Control Bureau (WCCB) of India launched an awareness 

campaign ‘Not all animals migrate by choice’ to be displayed at major airports across the country.  
2. In the first phase of the campaign, Tiger, Pangolin, Star Tortoise and Tokay Gecko have been chosen as 

they are highly endangered due to illegal trading in International markets. Tiger is traded for its skin, 
bones and body parts; Pangolin, the most illegally traded wild mammal on the planet is trafficked for its 
meat and its scales are used in traditional medicines; Star Tortoise for meat and pet trade and Tokay 
Gecko in traditional medicine mostly into South East Asia and particularly Chinese Markets.  

3. Phase two will see more threatened species and explore other routes of trafficking 
 
Q11) Consider the following statements with reference to Fundamental rights:  
1. All of the Fundamental rights are directly enforceable. 
2. Law giving effect to fundamental rights can be made by both the Parliament and state legislatures. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only  
(b) 2 only  
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 and 2 
 
Answer: (d) 
Explanation: 
1. Most of them are directly enforceable  while a few of them can be enforced on the basis of a law made 

for giving effect to them. E.g. parliament passed the Untouchability (Offences) the Act in 1955 under 
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Art 17 which was further amended and renamed in the year of 1976 as Protection of the Civil Rights 
Act, 1955. 

2. Such a law can be made only by the Parliament and not by state legislatures so that uniformity 
throughout the country is maintained (Article 35) 

 
 
 
Q12) With reference to Monetary Policy Committee, consider the following statements: 
1. RBI Governor is bound to follow the decisions of  Monetary Policy Committee.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
2. Accountability of monetary policy framework lies only with the RBI Governor  and not the Monetary 
Policy Committee. 
Select the incorrect statement(s) from the codes given below. 
(a) 1 only      
(b) 2 only      
(c) Both 1 and 2      
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Answer: (d) 
Explanation: 
Both the statements are correct.  
1. Monetary policy refers to the policy of the central bank with regard to the use of monetary instruments 

under its control to achieve the goals specified in the Act. It includes controlling the supply of money, 
credit and determination of interest rate. Unlike earlier where RBI Governor had the full power, all the 
decisions regarding the monetary policy is now taken by the monetary policy committee through voting 
based on majority.  

2. RBI Governor's decision is not final as was the case earlier. RBI governor has casting vote only in case of a 
tie. She/he is bound to follow the decisions of monetary policy committee, and this has been mandated 
in the amended RBI Act. Hence, statement 1 is correct. 

3. The amended RBI Act explicitly provides the legislative mandate to the Reserve Bank to operate the 
monetary policy framework of the country (which is decided by the monetary policy 
committee.)  Hence, RBI Governor has the accountability to ensure the implementation of the policy. 
Thus, statement 2 is correct 

 
 
Q13) Which of the following release Ammonia? 
1. Animal and human waste 
2. Nitrogen fixation processes 
3. Breakdown of organic waste matter 
4. Forest fires 
Select the correct answer using the codes given below. 
(a)1 and 2 only  
(b) 1, 2 and 3 only  
(c) 3 and 4 only 
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 
 
Answer: (d) 
Explanation: 



 

 

1. Recently, Delhi Jal Board (DJB) had to reduce water production capacity by 25 per cent after high levels of 
ammonia were detected in the Yamuna River. The level of ammonia in raw Yamuna water was 1.8 parts 
per million (ppm). 

2. Ammonia is a colourless gas and is used as an industrial chemical in the production of fertilizers, plastics, 
synthetic fibres, dyes and other products. 

3. Ammonia occurs naturally in the environment from the breakdown of organic waste matter, and may 
also find its way to ground and surface water sources through industrial effluents or through 
contamination by sewage. 

4. The acceptable maximum limit of ammonia in drinking water, as per the Bureau of Indian Standards, is 
0.5 ppm. 

5. In humans, long term ingestion of water having ammonia levels of 1 ppm or above may cause damage to 
internal organs. 

6. Natural sources of ammonia include the decomposition or breakdown of organic waste matter, gas 
exchange with the atmosphere, forest fires, animal and human waste, and nitrogen fixation 
processes. 

7. Ammonia is produced for commercial fertilizers and other industrial applications. So (d) is the correct 
answer. 

 
 
 
Q14) Which of the following Cultural Heritage of India are in ‘’UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible 
Cultural Heritage of Humanity’’? 
1. Yoga 
2. Chhau dance 
3. Kumbh Mela 
4. Ramlila 
5. Manipuri Sankirtana 
Select the correct answer using the codes given below. 
(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 
(b) 1, 2, 3 and 5 only 
(c) 2, 3, 4 and 5 only 
(d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 
 
Answer: (d) 
Explanation: 
1. Recently Ministry of Culture launched the National List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in New Delhi.  
2. It is an attempt to recognize the diversity of Indian culture embedded in its intangible heritage.  
3. It aims to raise awareness about the various intangible cultural heritage elements from different states of 

India at national and international level and ensure their protection. 
4. Elements of India in UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanityare: 

1. Koodiyattam: a Sanskrit theatre of Kerala 
2. Mudiyett: a ritual theatre and dance drama of Kerala 
3. Vedic chantings: recitation of sacred Hindu texts 
4. Ramlila: the traditional performance of the Ramayana 
5. Ramman: a religious festival and ritual theatre of Garhwal, Uttarakhand 
6. Kalbelia: folk songs and dances of Rajasthan 
7. Chhau dance: a classical dance form of Odisha and West Bengal 



 

 

8. Ladakh Buddhist chantings: recitation of sacred Buddhist texts in Ladakh 
9. Manipuri Sankirtana: a ritual singing, drumming and dancing of Manipur 
10. Traditional brass and copper craft of utensil making among the Thatheras of Jandiala Guru, Punjab 
11. Yoga: ancient Indian physical, mental and spiritual practices originating in ancient India 
12. Kumbh Mela: mass Hindu pilgrimage held at Haridwar of Uttarakhand, Nashik of Maharashtra, 

Prayagraj of Uttar Pradesh and Ujjain of Madhya Pradesh 
13. Nawrouz: March 21 marks the start of the year in Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, India, Iran (Islamic 

Republic of), Iraq, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Turkey, Turkmenistan and 
Uzbekistan. It is referred to as Nauryz, Navruz, Nawrouz, Nevruz, Nooruz, Novruz, Nowrouz or 
Nowruz meaning ‘new day’ 

 
 
Q15) With reference to “peace clause of WTO’’ seen sometimes in news, consider the following statements 
: 
1. It protects a country's food procurement programmes against WTO action. 
2. It protects a country's import ban decisions against WTO action. 
3. India is the first country to invoke this clause. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 2 and 3 only 
 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation: 
1. Recently invoked the peace clause of WTO for exceeding the ceiling on support it can offer farmers for 

rice, marking the first time any country that has used this clause. Statement 3 is correct. 
2. The peace clause protects a country's food procurement programmes against WTO action. The peace 

clause protects a developing country's food procurement programmes against action from WTO 
members in case subsidy ceilings are breached as high subsidies are seen to be distorting global trade. 
Statement 1 is correct and Statement 2 is not correct. 

3. India informed WTO that the it gave subsidies worth $5 billion which is 11.46% of the value of 
production. 

4. The Agreement on Agriculture (AoA) under WTO has a limit pegged at 10% for developing countries, 
which is a de-minimis level. 

 
 
 
Q16) "Climate Change Performance index"" is released by which of the following?  
 (a) Inter-government Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). 
 (b) German Watch, Climate Action Network and NewClimate institute.  
 (c) Green Peace and Global environment facility (GEF). 
 (d) United Nation Framework Convention for Climate Change. 
 
Answer: (b) 
Explanation: 



 

 

1. The Climate Change Performance Index (CCPI) is an instrument designed by the German environmental 
and development organisation Germanwatch, Climate Action Network and NewClimate institute to 
enhance transparency in international climate politics. On the basis of standardised criteria, the index 
evaluates and compares the climate protection performance of 57 countries and the European Union 
(EU). 

2. India, for the first time, ranks among the top 10 in this year’s Climate Change Performance Index 
3. USA, for the first time, has replaced Saudi Arabia as the worst performing country.  
4. India’s ranking improved two places, from 11th (CCPI 2019) to 9th (CCPI 2020) entering into top ten 

rankings for the first time. 
 
 
Q17) With reference to Election Commission of India consider the following statements: 
1. Election Commission is a permanent body establish under Representation of People's Act, 1950. 
2. Chief Election Commissioner and Regional Commissioners are appointed by the President. 
3. The Constitution of India provides the condition of service and tenure of the Election Commissioners.  
Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only  
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 2 only  
(d) 2 only  
 
Answer: (d) 
Explanation: 
1. Statement 1 is incorrect: Election Commission is a permanent and an independent body established by 

the Constitution of India under article 324. 
2. Statement 2 is correct: Chief Election Commissioner and other election Commissioners’ appointments 

are made by the President. The President also appoints after consultation with the election 
Commission such regional Commissioners as he may consider necessary to assist the Election 
Commission. 

3. Statement 3 is incorrect: The conditions of service and tenure of office of the Election Commissioners 
and the Regional Commissioners is determined by the President. 

 
 
Q18) Which of the following are likely to be the reasons for NPAs? 
1. Diversion of funds 
2. MUDRA Loans 
3. Higher Capital Adequacy Ratio 
4. Economic Slowdown 
Select the correct answer using the below. 
(a) 1 and 4 only 
(b) 1, 2 and 4 only 
(c) 1, 3 and 4 only 
(d) All the above 
 
Answer: (b) 
Explanation: 



 

 

1. NPAs are loans and advances where the borrower has stopped making interest or principal repayments 
for over 90 days. 

2. As per RBI inputs, the primary reasons for spurt in stressed assets have been observed to be aggressive 
lending practices, wilful default, loan frauds, corruption in some cases, and economic slowdown. It can 
be illustrated as below.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
A wilful defaulter is one, who does not repay a loan or liability - even being capable to repay; or one 
who diverts the funds for the purposes other than for what the was availed (hence, statement 1 is 
correct); or with whom funds are not available in the form of assets as funds have been siphoned off, - 
or who has sold or disposed the property that was used as a security to obtain the loan.                                                                                                                               

3. MUDRA scheme was launched in 2015 with the objective of providing small businesses with loans of up 
to Rs10 lakh. Recently the Reserve Bank of India has raised concerns about the levels of non-performing 
assets (NPAs) under the Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana which has jumped to Rs 16,481 crore in March 
2019. This is especially a matter of concern given the fact that MUDRA loans are sanctioned even 
without a collateral attached to them. This implies that banks would have no recourse to recover loans 
that have defaulted. Hence, statement 2 is correct. 

4. Capital Adequacy Ratio: When banks face loan defaults, its potential in credit creation decreases. Capital 
Adequacy Ratio (CAR) is a regulatory provision to regulate banks to maximize their credit creation by 
minimizing the risk (risk against defaults) and continue functioning permanently. CAR is the percentage 
of total capital to the total risk weighted assets. It is also called as Capital to Risk Weighted Assets Ratio. 
This ratio is maintained at a particular level such that, out of the total capital of a bank that is available 
for lending, certain proportion alone is let for lending so that bank is prevented from lending to riskier 
assets which may lead to default. In other words, CAR is a requirement imposed on the banks to 
maintain certain amount of free capital (i.e, ratio) to their assets (loans and investments by the banks) 
as a cushion against probable losses in investments and loans. A high CAR means the bank can absorb 
losses without diluting capital. Hence, statement 3 is incorrect.                                                                                                             
Economic slowdown can dilute the capability of borrowers to repay the loans. Hence, statement 4 is 
correct. 

 
Q19) What is “National Advanced Surface to Air Missile System (NASAMS)”, sometimes seen in the news? 
(a) An Israeli anti- missile system. 
(b) India’s indigenous anti-missile programme. 
(c) An American air defence weapon System. 
(d) An air defence collaboration between Japan and South Korea. 
 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation: 
1. Recently US approved the sale of an Integrated Air Defence Weapon System (IADWS) to India at an 

estimated cost of US$1.87 billion. 
2. The Integrated Air Defence Weapon System (IADWS) is called as the National Advanced Surface to Air 

Missile System (NASAMS) and it provides integrated air missile defence and is currently deployed 
around Washington, DC. 

3. India is acquiring NASAMS- 2 and is being specifically acquired for the missile shield over Delhi. 
4. It is jointly developed by America and Norway. The Norwegian Air Force upgraded to NASAMS 3 in May 

2019. 
 
Q20) Chit funds in India are regulated by which of the following entities? 
(a) Union Government 



 

 

(b) State Governments 
(c) RBI 
(d) All the above 
 
Answer: (b) 
Explanation: 
1. Chit funds business is regulated under the Central Chit Funds Act, 1982 and the rules framed under this 

Act by the various state governments. 
2. The Union Government has not framed any rules of operation for them. Thus, registration and regulation 

of chit funds are carried out by state governments as per the rules framed by them. Hence option (b) is 
correct.                                                                                                                                                         

3. Although chit funds are included in the definition of NBFCs by the RBI under the head Miscellaneous Non 
Banking Company (MNBC), RBI has not laid out any separate regulatory framework for them. 

         
 
Q21) With reference to Hindustan Republican Association (HRA) consider the following statements: 
1.It is associated with Kanpur, Lahore and Kakori Conspiracies 
2.It proposed nationalization of railways and heavy industries 
3.Its mouthpiece was Revolutionary 
Select the correct answer using the codes below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only  
(b) 1 and 3 only  
(c) 2 and 3 only  
(d) 1, 2 and 3 only  
 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation: 
1. Statement 1 is incorrect as Kanpur Bolshevik Conspiracy case (1924) is associated with communists in 

which many communist leaders were jailed. Conspiracies associated with HRA are Kakori conspiracy, 
Lahore conspiracy and throwing of bomb in Central Legislative Assembly. 

2. Statements 2 and 3 are correct: Through its mouthpiece Revolutionary HRA proposed nationalization of 
railways and heavy industries. 

3. HRA was socialist in thinking and even renamed itself to Hindustan Socialist Republican Association 
(HSRA) in 1928. It also had radical communist plans of organizing labor and peasant armed revolution 
and it stood for abolition of all system “which made exploitation of man by man possible 

 
Q22) International Monitoring System(IMS) is in news recently. IMS is related to; 
(a) Network of monitoring countries economic strength ,devised by IMF. 
(b) Network of monitoring health scenario across countries, devised by WHO. 
(c) Network of monitoring stations that will help to verify compliance with the Comprehensive Nuclear 
Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT). 
(d) Network of monitoring renewable targets compliance given by countries under INDC. 
 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation: 



 

 

1. The International Monitoring System (IMS) is a worldwide network of monitoring stations that will help to 
verify compliance with the Comprehensive Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) by detecting events that 
might indicate violations of the Treaty. 

2. When complete, the IMS will consist of 337 monitoring facilities. It will be complemented by an intrusive 
on-site inspection regime applicable once the Treaty has entered into force. The Comprehensive 
Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty Organization’s (CTBTO) experts are confident that their system can aid in the 
detection and identification of nuclear explosions anywhere on the planet. 

 
Q23) Match the following: 

Cloud Type Feature  

A.Cirrus     Flat base, cotton-like, scattered clouds. 

B. Stratus  Layered, large clouds. 

C. Nimbus  Black, dense clouds formed near surface. 

D. Cumulus High, white clouds with feathery appearance 

 
 
 
 

Select the correct answer from the code given below:  
(a)A-4, B-2, C-3, D-1 
(b) A-3, B-2, C-4, D-1 
(c) A-1, B-3, C-2, D-4 
(d) A-4, B-3, C-2, D-1 
 
Answer: (a) 
Explanation: 
1. Cirrus clouds: white clouds having feathery appearance, formed at altitudes 8-12km. 

2. Stratus clouds: Large, layered clouds formed either due to heat loss or mixing of two air masses. 

3. Nimbus Clouds: black/dark grey clouds, formed at low altitudes, shapeless masses of thick vapour. 

4. Cumulus Clouds: Look like cotton, formed at heights of 4-7 km. they have a flat base and are scattered in 
patches. 

 
 
Q24)  Consider the following countries: 
1.Saudi Arabia 
2.Iraq 
3.Azerbaijan 
4.Greece 



 

 

5.Bulgaria 
6.Georgia 
Which of the countries mentioned above border with Turkey? 
(a) 1, 2, 3, and 5 
(b) 1, 4,5 and 6 
(c) 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 
(d) All of the above. 
 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation: 
1. Turkey is bordered on its northwest by Greece and Bulgaria; north by the Black Sea; northeast by 

Georgia; east by Armenia, the Azerbaijani exclave of Nakhchivan and Iran; southeast by Iraq; south 
by Syria and the Mediterranean Sea; and west by the Aegean Sea.     

2. Turkey was recently in news due to its military attack on North-East of Syria under operation peace spring 

after the U.S. pulled out its military in the region 
 
 
Q25) Which of the following does not find a mention in the Constitution? 
1.Cabinet 
2.Council of Ministers 
3.Cabinet Committee 
Select the correct answer: 
(a) Only 1 
(b) Only 2 
(c) Only 3 



 

 

(d) Only 2 and 3 
 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation: 
1. Under article 352 a national emergency can only be proclaimed on a written communication by the 

Union Cabinet to the President. This was inserted by 44th Amendment as a safeguard against arbitrary 
use of power by the Prime Minister. But it is not a constitutional body as it has not been formed by the 
Constitution and merely finds a mention in it. 

2. The Council of Ministers is a constitutional body provided for by article 74. 
3. But Cabinet Committees find no mention in the Constitution altogether. 
 
 
 
 
Q26) Match the following: 

Island  Island Type 

A.Aleutian Island    1. Volcanic    

B. Reunion Island 2. Hot Spot Activity 

C. Marshal Island 3. Coral Reef 

D. Tasmania  4. Continental 

 
 
 

Select the correct answer from the code given below:  
(a) A-1, B-2, C-3, D-4 
(b) A-3, B-2, C-4, D-1 
(c) A-1, B-3, C-2, D-4 
(d) A-3, B-4, C-2, D-1 
 
Answer: (a) 
Explanation: 
 
1. A volcanic arc is a chain of volcanoes formed above a subduction plate, positioned in an arc shape as 

seen from above. Offshore volcanoes form islands, resulting in a volcanic island arc. E.g. Aleutian 
Island, Kuril Island, etc. 

2. The Reunion hotspot is a volcanic hotspot which currently lies under the island of Reunion in the Indian 
Ocean. The hotspot appears to have been relatively quiet 45–10 million years ago, when activity 
resumed, creating the Mascarene Islands, which include Mauritius, Reunion, and Rodrigues. 



 

 

3. A coral island is a type of island formed from coral detritus and associated organic material. They occur in 
tropical and sub-tropical areas, typically as part of coral reefs which have grown to cover a far larger 
area under the sea. Marshal island, Lakshadweep, Maldives, etc. 

4. An island that is near and geologically related to a continent. They were once connected to a continent 
over the period of time they got rifted away. E.g Britain, Tasmania, Madagascar, Sri Lanka, etc. 

 

 
Q27) With reference to “India’s Forex Reserves”, consider the following statements : 
1. It includes Gold and Silver held by RBI. 
2. It includes US dollars in form of US government bonds. 
3. It includes reserves submitted by India in IMF. 
4. It includes Special Drawing Rights (SDR’s) with the IMF. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
(a) 1 and 4 only 
(b) 1, 3 and 4 only 
(c) 2, 3 and 4 only 
(d) 3 and 4 only 
 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation: 
1. Recently India’s Forex Reserves increased up to 523 Billion US Dollars equivalent. RBI declares its Forex 

Reserves as: 
1. Foreign Currency Assets (FCA) 
2. Gold 
3. SDR  
4. Reserve Position in IMF 

2. Silver is not included in Forex Reserves. Only Gold is included. Statement 1 is incorrect. 
3. India's foreign exchange reserves are mainly composed of US dollar in the forms of US government 

bonds and institutional bonds. Statement 2 is correct. 
4. The FCAs also include investments in US Treasury bonds, bonds of other selected governments and 

deposits with foreign central and commercial banks. 
5. SDR is included in Forex Reserves. Statement 4 is correct. 
6. Reserve position in IMF/ Reserve Tranche is a portion of the required quota of currency each member 

country must provide to the International Monetary Fund (IMF) that can be utilised for its own 
purposes—without a service fee or economic reform conditions. Statement 3 is correct. 

 
 
Q28) Which of the following is/are located in Iran  
1. Chabahar 
2. Hajigak 
3. Zaranj 
4. Zahedan 
5. Irbil 
Select the answer using the codes given below. 
(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 



 

 

(b) 1 and 4 only 
(c) 1, 2, 3 and 5 only 
(d) 1, 4 and 5 only 
 
Answer: (b) 
Explanation: 
1. Chabahar rail project is connectivity project which connects Chabahar port in Iran to Zahedan (Iran) to  

Zaranj and Delaram (both in Afghanistan). The project will connect the land locked Afghanistan with 
Indian Ocean.  

2. Irbil is a city in Iraq where Iran has fired ballistic missiles targeted at USA military base in retaliation to 
assassination of its military commander by USA.  

3. Hajigak, Zaranj and Delaram are in Afghanistan. 
 
 
Q29) Which of the following statements rightly describes the term 'unemployment trap'?   
(a) It is a situation when opportunity cost of going to work is very high than not working. 
(b) It is a situation when employment benefits discourages people to work. 
(c) It is a situation when opportunity cost of working is very less than not working. 
(d) Both a and b 
 
Answer: (a) 
1. Explanation: 

Opportunity costs refer to the cost that is incurred by choosing one option (out of two options 
available) to do which would otherwise not have incurred if another option was taken up. 

2. Example: Imagine you have two offer letters from two different companies like company A and B which 
offers to pay you 1000/day and 1200/day respectively. If you wish to take up company A, you will bear 
the opportunity cost of 200/day which you could otherwise get by joining company B. This loss of 
200/day is the loss occurred because of your choice of opportunity which is called as opportunity cost. 

3. In economics, opportunity cost is the cost which is to be bared by choosing one opportunity in place of 
other.  

4. Unemployment is a situation when a person who is willing to work is not finding a job or if a person who 
found job is not working as they desire.(Not for the period for which they want to work).  

5. Trap is a situation, when we are said to be in a loss.  
6. Unemployment trap is a situation in which people find the opportunity cost of going to work is higher 

than not working. 
7. Example, if a person who is not in a job finds a job, which gets him a pay of 100/day, but if he/she has to 

spend 150/day, then going to that job will make a loss of 50/day. This 50 is the opportunity cost which 
the person should pay. Here the two opportunities are as follows. 
1.  Going to work. 
2. Not going to work. 

8. If first option is chosen, opportunity cost is 50. 
9. Unemployment trap is a situation in which the unemployment benefits discourage the people to remain 

unemployed. An another case, where unemployment trap occurs is when, people get social security 
benefits easily through government schemes, they find working unnecessary or simply waste. Hence, 
statement a is correct. 

 
 



 

 

Q30) Recently Ministry of Environment Forest & Climate Change (MoEFCC) has released the Enforcement & 
Monitoring Guidelines for Sand Mining 2020. Consider the following statements with respect to sand 
mining. 
1. Sand is a minor mineral defined under Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, 1957 
2. Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, 1957 empowers state governments to frame 
rules to prevent illegal mining, transportation and storage of minerals 
3. Control of illegal mining is under the legislative and administrative jurisdiction of Central government 
Select the correct answer code from the options given below: 
(a)  1 and 2 only  
(b)  1 and 3 only  
(c)  2 and 3 only 
(d)  All of the above 
 
Answer: (a) 
Explanation: 
1. Sand is a minor mineral defined under Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, 1957 

(MMDR Act). Hence statement 1 is correct. 
2. The present guidelines list following as major sources: River, Lakes, reservoirs, Agricultural fields, Coastal/ 

marine sand, Palaeo-channels and Manufactured Sand 
3. MMDR Act, 1957 empowers state governments to frame rules to prevent illegal mining, transportation 

and storage of minerals (both major minerals and minor minerals) and for purposes connected 
therewith. Hence statement 2 is correct. 

4. Control of illegal mining is, therefore, under the legislative and administrative jurisdiction of state 
governments. Hence statement 3 is incorrect. 

 
Additional Information: About the Guidelines: 
1. District Survey Report (DSR) is to be prepared to identify and define the mining and no mining zones 
2. All district to prepare a comprehensive mining plan for the district as per the provision of DSR. 
3. Abandoned stream channels on the floodplains should be preferred rather than active channels. 
4. Replenishment study should be conducted on regular basis to nullify the adverse impacts of sand 

extraction. 
5. Mining depth should be restricted to 3 meters. 
6. No riverbed mining operation allowed in monsoon period. 
 
 
Q31) Why is Bacteria "Clostridium Botulinum" often seen in news? 
 (a) Gene from this bacteria has been used to develop Genetically modified crops. 
 (b) It is found to be a new nitrogen fixing bacteria in the soil. 
 (c) These bacteria has gene which helps them to neutralise Novel Corona virus. 
 (d) These bacteria releases neurotoxins. 
 
Answer: (d) 
Explanation: 
1. Recently, thousands of migratory birds died at Sambhar lake in Rajasthan due to Avian botulism. 
2. Avian botulism is caused by a bacterium called Clostridium botulinum.  
3. It affects the nervous system of birds, leading to flaccid paralysis in their legs and wings and neck.  



 

 

4. It is found that biological oxygen demand in sambhar lake is above permissible limits, this led to rise of 
Clostridium botulinum.  

5. Clostridium botulinum are heat-resistant and in the absence of oxygen they germinate, grow and then 
excrete toxins. 

 
Q32) Which of the publications mentioned below were associated with Gandhiji? 
1.Young India 
2.Sarvodaya 
3.Indian Opinion 
Select the correct answer using the codes below: 
(a)1 only  
(b)1 and 2 only  
(c)1 and 3 only  
(d)2 and 3 only 
 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation: 
1. Young India was a weekly in which Gandhiji published his articles in India. 
2. Sarvodaya was not a publication, it was a concept that envisaged the rise of all the peoples together. 

After the death of Mahatma Gandhi, Vinoba Bhave took the idea of Sarvodaya forward in independent 
India. 

3. Indian Opinion was started by Gandhiji in Africa to unite different sections of Indians and to voice the 
grievances of the Indian people in Natal. 

 

 
Q33) With reference to ‘’SWADES initiative‘’ seen sometimes in news, consider the following statements : 
1. It is an evacuation mission of Indian Nationals stranded in foreign countries during pandemic. 
2. It aims to create a database by conducting a skill mapping exercise of returning citizens. 
3. It is a joint initiative of Ministry of skill development and entrepreneurship, Ministry of civil aviation & 
ministry of external affairs 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 only 
 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation: 
1. With the aim of making the best of our skilled workforce returning to the country due to the ongoing 

pandemic, the Government of India has launched a new initiative SWADES. 
2. SWADES (Skilled Workers Arrival Database for Employment Support) is to conduct a skill mapping 

exercise of the returning citizens under the Vande Bharat Mission. Statement 2 is correct. 
3. This is a joint initiative of the Ministry of Skill Development & Entrepreneurship, the Ministry of Civil 

Aviation and the Ministry of External Affairs which aims to create a database of qualified citizens 
based on their skillsets and experience to tap into and fulfil demand of Indian and foreign companies. 
Statement 3 is correct. 



 

 

4. Vande Bharat Mission is the biggest evacuation exercise to bring back Indian citizens stranded abroad 
amidst the coronavirus-induced travel restrictions. Statement 1 is incorrect. 

 
 
Q34) “Bio Rock Technology’’ seen sometimes in news is related to?  
(a)A cheaper technology for Methane gas extraction in Coal mines. 
(b) Determine the age of fossilised crustaceans in the ocean floor. 
(c) It can be used for extraction of shale gas. 
(d) Restoration of Coral reefs. 
 
Answer: (d) 
Explanation: 
1. Recently The Zoological Survey of India (ZSI), with help from Gujarat’s forest department, attempted 

for the first time a process to restore coral reefs using Biorock or mineral accretion technology.  
2. A Biorock structure was installed one nautical mile off the Mithapur coast in the Gulf of Kachchh in 

January 
3. Biorock is the name given to the substance formed by electro accumulation of minerals dissolved in 

seawater on steel structures that are lowered onto the sea bed and are connected to a power source, 
in this case solar panels that float on the surface. 

4. The technology works by passing a small amount of electrical current through electrodes in the water. A 
positively charged anode and negatively charged cathode are placed on the sea floor an electric current 
starts flowing between them. 

5. Calcium ions combine with carbonate ions and adhere to the structure (cathode). This results in calcium 
carbonate formation. Coral larvae adhere to the CaCO3 and grow quickly. 

 
 
Q35) What is the purpose of “Find the Incredible You” Campaign? 
(a)Promote Niche Tourism. 
(b)Promotion of humane and ethical values in society. 
(c)Inculcation of basic vocational skills.  
(d) An awareness program that aims to enhance the awareness and attractiveness of tourist guide job. 
 
Answer: (a) 
Explanation: 
1. Find the Incredible You” Campaign focuses on the promotion of niche tourism products of the Country 

on digital and social media.  
2. It focuses on transformative experiences brought alive through unique storytelling in the format of 

autobiographies of travelers, with the tagline ‘Find the Incredible you’. 
3. Find the Incredible You” Campaign was the winner of the Pacific Asia Travel Association (PATA) Gold 

Award 2019. 
 
 
Q36) which of the following countries are members Mekong-Ganga Cooperation? 
1. China 
2. Thailand 
3. Bangladesh  
4. Lao PDR 



 

 

5. India 
Select the correct answer using the codes give below. 
(a) 1,2,3 and 5 only 
(b) 2,3 and 4 only 
(c) 2, 4 and 5 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 4 
 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation: 
 
1.  The Mekong-Ganga Cooperation (MGC) is an initiative by six countries – India and five ASEAN 

countries, namely, Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar, Thailand and Vietnam for cooperation in tourism, 
culture, education, as well as transport and communications. 

2. It was launched in 2000 at Vientiane, Lao PDR.  
3. Both the Ganga and the Mekong are civilizational rivers, and the MGC initiative aims to facilitate closer 

contacts among the people inhabiting these two major river basins.  
4.  The MGC is also indicative of the cultural and commercial linkages among the member countries of the 

MGC down the centuries. 
 
 
Q37) Government of India launched Shagun Portal, it is related to 
(a) To improve school education system by creating a junction for all online portal 
(b) To ensure effective enforcement of the provisions of the Child Labour Act  
(c) Platform to enable online auction of attached assets by banks 
(d) To seek immediate assistance for mental health 
 
Answer: (a) 
Explanation: 
1. Ministry of Human Resource Development launched one of world’s largest Integrated Online Junction 

for School Education ‘Shagun’. 
2. It is an over-arching initiative to improve school education system by creating a junction for all online 

portals and websites relating to various activities of the Department of School Education and Literacy in 
the Government of India and all States and Union Territories. 

 
Q38) In the context of Indian economy, what will be the consequence of borrowing from external market in 
external currencies? 
1. Reduction in crowding out effect. 
2. Availability of low interest rate credit. 
3. Increased imports 
 Select the correct answer using the codes given below. 
(a)1 and 3 only 
(b) 2 and 3only 
(c)1 and 2 only 
(d) All of the above 
 
Answer: (d) 
Explanation: 



 

 

1. Statement 1 correct: Issuance of government bonds overseas in foreign currency to borrow from 
external market would significantly reduce dependence on the domestic market leaving room for 
private sector to raise capital for investment as crowding out will be checked to some extent. 

2.  Statement 2 correct: Sovereign external borrowing is also considered a cheap source of raising money 
by the government as interest rates in advanced countries are very low. In countries like Japan, 
Denmark, Sweden, Spain etc negative or marginal interest rates are prevailing. 

3. Statement 3 correct: Overseas borrowing can lead to quicker increase in India's foreign exchange 
reserve, which would lead to a stronger rupee. A stronger rupee would encourage imports and 
disincentives exports leading to adverse current account deficit 

 
 
Q39) Consider the following statements with reference to Gangetic river dolphin. 
1. Gangetic river dolphin is found only in Ganga and Brahmaputra river. 
2. The Ganges river dolphin can live in freshwater as well as in Saltwater. 
3. The Vikramshila Gangetic Dolphin Sanctuary (VGDS) is the only dolphin sanctuary in the country 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) 3 only 
(d) 1,2 and 3 
 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation: 
1. Statement 1 incorrect: Ganges river dolphins  lived in the Ganges-Brahmaputra-Meghna and Karnaphuli-

Sangu river systems of Nepal, India, and Bangladesh.  
2. Statement 2 incorrect: The Ganges river dolphin can only live in freshwater. 
3. Statement 3 correct: The Vikramshila Gangetic Dolphin Sanctuary (VGDS), from Sultanganj to Kahalganj 

on the Ganga in Bihar is the only dolphin sanctuary in the country 
 
 
Q40) Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty (INF) was signed between which of the following 
countries? 
1. Russia  
2. United States  
3. Iran 
4. India 
Select the correct answer using the codes give below. 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1,2 and 4 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 only 
 
Answer: (a) 
Explanation: 
1.  Intermediate-range Nuclear Forces Treaty was a crucial Cold War-era treaty between the United 

States and the Soviet Union (and later its successor state Russia). 



 

 

2. The treaty banned the development, testing and possession of short and medium range ground-launched 
nuclear missiles with a range of 500-5,000 km.  

3.  It was central to ending the arms race between the two superpowers, and protected America’s NATO 
allies in Europe from Soviet missile attacks 

4.  Earlier this year the US and NATO accused Russia of violating the pact by deploying a number of 9M729 
missiles, known to NATO as SSC-8, which Russia has denied. Hence Recently USA withdrew from the 
treaty 

 
 
Q41) With reference to “Dara Shikoh", consider the following statements : 
1. He is described as a “liberal Muslim”. 
2. He was the eldest son of Jahangir. 
3. He was killed after losing the war of succession. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 2 only 
(d) 2 and 3 only 
 
Answer: (b) 
Explanation: 
1. Recently the Ministry of Culture set up a seven-member panel of the Archaeological Survey of India 

(ASI) to locate the grave of the Mughal prince Dara Shikoh (1615-59).  
2. He is believed to be buried somewhere in the Humayun’s Tomb complex in Delhi, one of around 140 

graves of the Mughal clan. 
3. The eldest son of Shah Jahan, Dara Shikoh was killed after losing the war of succession against his 

brother Aurangzeb. Statement 3 is correct and Statement 2 is incorrect. 
4. Dara Shikoh is described as a “liberal Muslim” who tried to find commonalities between Hindu and 

Islamic traditions. He translated into Persian the Bhagavad Gita as well as 52 Upanishads. Statement 1 
is correct. 

 
 
Q42) With reference to “Lokpal (Complaint) Rules”, consider the following statements : 
1. The complaints against Prime Minister cannot be filed before Lokpal. 
2. Complaints can be filed either electronically, by post or in person. 
3. The complaint has to be within seven years of the alleged offence. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 3 only 
 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation: 
1. Recently Department of Personnel and Training notified Lokpal (Complaint) Rules, 2020 under Lokpal 

and Lokayuktas Act 2013. 



 

 

2. A complaint filed against a sitting or a former prime minister, at the admission stage itself will be 
considered by a full bench of the Lokpal, consisting of its chairperson and all members, for assessing 
whether initiation of inquiry can be made. At least two-thirds of the members have to approve of an 
inquiry. Statement 1 is incorrect. 

3. Complained can be filed electronically, by post or in person. Statement 2 is correct. 
4. The identity of the complainant or the public servant complained against will be protected till the 

conclusion of the inquiry or investigation 
5. The complaint has to be within seven years of the alleged offence as per Section 53 of the Lokpal Act. It 

has to be accompanied by an affidavit to be sworn on a non-judicial stamp paper. Statement 3 is 
correct. 

6. The Lokpal shall dispose of the complaints within 30 days. 
7. False and frivolous complaint is punishable with imprisonment and fine.  
 
 
Q43) Which of the islands mentioned below lie in South China Sea? 
1. Paracel Island 
2. Paratas Island 
3. Spartly Island 
4. Senkaku Island 
5. White Island 
Select the correct answer using the codes given below 
(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 
(b) 2, 3 and 4 only 
(c) 1 and 4 only 
(d) 2, 4 and 5 only 
 
Answer: (a) 
Explanation: 
1. In the middle of the global coronavirus pandemic, China has been busy increasing its presence in the 

South China Sea.  
2. This time the focus of its accusatory attention is the two disputed archipelagos of the Spratly Islands and 

the Paracel Islands in the middle of the South China Sea waters, between the territory of Vietnam and 
the Philippines.  

3. Beijing unilaterally renamed 80 islands and other geographical features in the area, drawing criticism 
from neighbouring countries who have also laid claim to the same territory. 

4. The Paracel Islands, disputed between the People's Republic of China (PRC), the Republic of China (ROC, 
a.k.a. Taiwan), and Vietnam. Occupied by PRC since the Battle of the Paracel Islands (1974). 

5. The Pratas Islands, disputed between the PRC and the ROC, occupied by the ROC is also in South China 
Sea 

6. The Spratly Islands, disputed between the PRC, the ROC, and Vietnam, with Malaysia, the Philippines 
and, to a lesser degree, Brunei, claiming various parts of the archipelago. 

7. Senkaku Island are a group of uninhabited islands in the East China Sea. They are known in China as the 
Diaoyu Islands or Diaoyu Dao and its affiliated islands. The islands are the focus of a territorial dispute 
between Japan and China and between Japan and Taiwan. 

8. White Island is an active andesite stratovolcano situated 48 km (30 mi) from the east coast of the North 
Island of New Zealand, in the Bay of Plenty. The island covers an area of approximately 325 ha (800 
acres),which is only the peak of a much larger submarine volcano. 



 

 

 

 
 
Q44) With reference to “Illegal Trade of Wildlife”, Consider the following statements : 
1. Trade in several species of both wild animals and plants are prohibited under the Wildlife (Protection) 
Act, 1972. 
2. TRAFFIC, the Wildlife Trade Monitoring Network, is an organisation under United Nations Environmental 
Organization (UNEO). 



 

 

3. CITES is a multilateral binding treaty to protect endangered plants and animals. 
Which of the statements given above is/are incorrect?  
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 2 only 
(d) 3 only 
 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation: 
1. Due to pandemic, the link between illegal wildlife trade and zoonotic diseases has brought the issue of 

illegal wildlife trade into the limelight. 
2. Trade in over 1800 species of wild animals, plants and their derivative are prohibited under the Wildlife 

(Protection) Act, 1972. Statement 1 is correct. 
3. TRAFFIC, the Wildlife Trade Monitoring Network, is the leading non-governmental organisation working 

globally on the trade of wild animals and plants in the context of both biodiversity and sustainable 
development.  

4. It was founded in 1976 as a strategic alliance of the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) and the 
International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN). Statement 2 is incorrect. 

5. CITES (the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora, also known 
as the Washington Convention) is a multilateral treaty to protect endangered plants and animals.  

6. It was drafted as a result of a resolution adopted in 1963 at a meeting of members of the International 
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN). 

7. Although CITES is legally binding on the Parties, it does not take the place of national laws. Rather it 
provides a framework respected by each Party, which must adopt their own domestic legislation to 
implement CITES at the national level. Statement 3 is correct. 

 
 
Q45) With reference to Ilbert bill consider the following statements: 
1.It was passed when Lytton was the viceroy 
2.It was for establishing equality between Indian and English judges  
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a)1 only                                        
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2                           
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Answer: (b) 
Explanation: 
1. The Ilbert Bill was a bill introduced in 1883 during the Viceroyship of Ripon. It was written by Sir C.P Ilbert 

(The law member of the Viceroy's Council). Statement 1 is correct. 
2. According to this act, Indian judges could try European, which earlier was exclusive to English judges only. 

Statement 2 is incorrect. 
 
 
Q46) With respect to organic farming in India, consider the following statements: 
 1. India has the largest number of organic farmers in the world. 
 2. Madhya Pradesh has the largest area under organic farming in India. 



 

 

 3. Organic Farming involves production of crops, meat, eggs and dairy products. 
 Which of the statements given above are correct? 
 (a) 1 only. 
 (b) 2 only. 
 (c) 1 and 2 only. 
 (d) All of the above. 
 
Answer: (d) 
Explanation: 
1. Statement 1 is correct: India, with almost 1/3rd of total organic producers of the world, has the highest 

number of organic farmers in the world.  
2. Statement 2 is correct: MP has the largest area under organic farming in India.  
3. Statement 3 is correct: Organic farming involves crop as well has livestock and dairy production 
 
Q47) Under the Satvahana rule the high officials of administrative divisions were called: 
(a) Amatyas 
(b) Maharashtrikas 
(c) Gaulmikas 
(d) Skandhavaras 
 
Answer: (b) 
Explanation: 
1. Amatyas were district officials, same as the Mauryan times. 
2. The administrative divisions were called rashtra and their high officials were styled maharashtrikas. 
3. Gaulmikas were the head of a small military regiment and administration of rural areas was placed in 

their hands. 
4. Skandhvaras were actually military camps and settlements that served as administrative centers when 

king was there. 
 
 
Q48) Which of the following statements are correct with reference to "Green AG Project” seen in news ? 
 1. It is launched by United Nation Environment Programme (UNEP) to reduce Carbon emission from 
agriculture. 
 2. The project will cover South and South-East Asia 
 3. In India Ministry of Environment, forest & Climate Change is implementing agency. 
 Select the answer using codes given below 
 (a) 1 and 2 only  
 (b) 2 and 3 only 
 (c) 3 only  
 (d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation: 
1. The Union government of India launched the Green-Ag Project in Mizoram to reduce emissions from 

agriculture and ensure sustainable agricultural practices. So statement 1 is incorrect. 
2. Along with Mizoram, the project will be implemented in Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha and 

Uttarakhand. So statement 2 is incorrect. 



 

 

3. The Green-Ag Project is funded by the Global Environment Facility. 
4. Department of Agriculture, Cooperation, and Farmers’ Welfare (DAC&FW) is the national executing 

agency.  
5. Other key players involved in its implementation are the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the 

Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC). So statement 3 is correct. 
 
Q49) With reference to “Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005” seen sometimes in news, 
consider the following statements : 
1. The definition of Domestic Violence also includes Emotional and Economic violence. 
2. The Domestic Violence Act will apply even after divorce. 
3. A woman can also file a complaint against another woman under this Act. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
Answer: (d) 
Explanation: 
1. During the first four phases of the COVID-19-related lockdown, Indian women filed more domestic 

violence complaints than recorded in a similar period in the last 10 years.  
2. But even this unusual spurt is only the tip of the iceberg as 86% women who experience domestic 

violence do not seek help in India. 
3. The Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005 deals directly with domestic violence. 
4. The Act provides for the first time in Indian law a definition of ""domestic violence"", with this definition 

being broad and including not only physical violence, but also other forms of violence such as 
emotional/verbal, sexual, and economic abuse. Statement 1 is correct. 

5. The law is broad in its definition— “domestic relationship"" includes married women, mothers, daughters 
and sisters. 

6. This law not only protects women who are married but also protects women in live-in relationships, as 
well as family members including mothers, grandmothers, etc. 

7. The Supreme Court has upheld that the Domestic Violence Act will apply even after divorce. Statement 2 
is correct. 

8. Supreme Court struck down the words “adult male” from the provision in the Domestic Voilence Act to 
lay down that a woman can also file a complaint against another woman, accusing her of domestic 
violence. Statement 3 is correct. 

 
Q50) Consider the following statements about “Market Intelligence And Early Warning System Portal”: 
1. It is a portal for Monitoring prices of perishable vegetables, fruits and milk. 
2. It is a portal for Monitoring prices of Tomato, Onion and Potato. 
3. It is launched by Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers' Welfare. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 2 only 
(d) 2 and 3 only 
 



 

 

Answer: (c) 
Explanation: 
1. Recently, Ministry of Food Processing Industries launched the– Market Intelligence and Early Warning 

System (MIEWS) Web Portal. Statement 3 is incorrect. 
2. Portal is a ‘first-of-its-kind’ platform for ‘real time monitoring’ of prices of tomato, onion and potato 

(TOP) and for simultaneously generating alerts for intervention under the terms of the Operation 
Greens(OG) scheme. So Statement 2 is correct and 1 is incorrect. 

3. Operation Greens scheme which was launched by Ministry of Food Processing Industries, aims to 
stabilize the supply of TOP crops and to ensure availability of TOP crops throughout the country round 
the year without price volatility. 

 
 
Q51) With reference to ‘’Constitutional Bench” seen sometimes in news, consider the following statements 
: 
1. The minimum number of judges in case involving a substantial question of law as to the interpretation of 
this Constitution is three. 
2. The number of minimum judges was increased from 2 to 3 by a constitutional amendment. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
(a) 1 only  
(b) 2only  
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Answer: (d) 
Explanation: 
1. Recently Supreme Court referred to a five-judge Constitution Bench a batch of petitions challenging the 

103rd Constitution Amendment of 2019 that provides 10% reservation for Economically Backward 
Section (EWS). 

2. As per Article 145(3) of the Constitution, “the minimum number of Judges who are to sit for the purpose 
of deciding any case involving a substantial question of law as to the interpretation of this Constitution” 
shall be five. Statement 1 is incorrect. 

3. This article has not been amended and was in original constitution. Statement 2 is incorrect. 
 
 
Q52) Which of the following with reference to “Lonar lake” which is sometime seen in news is/are correct? 
1.  It is a fresh water lake located in Maharashtra 
2.  It is accumulation of water in a crater made by meteorite strike 
Select the answer using the codes given below 
(a) 1 only                                 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2                      
(d) Neither 1 nor 2  
 
Answer:(b) 
Explanation: 
1. Lonar Lake, also known as Lonar crater, is a notified as National Geo-heritage Monument. 
2. It is saline, soda lake, located at Lonar in Buldhana district, Maharashtra, India.  Statement 1 is incorrect. 



 

 

3. Lonar Lake was created by an asteroid collision with earth impact during the Pleistocene Epoch.  
Statement 2 is correct. 

4. The colour of Lonar lake water in Maharashtra’s Buldhana district turned pink recently due to a large 
presence of the salt-loving ‘Haloarchaea’ microbes. 

 
Q53) Consider the following statements: 
1. National board of wildlife (NBWL), National Tiger Conservation Authority(NTCA) and Wildlife Crime 

Control Bureau (WCCB) are statutory bodies created under National Wildlife (Protection) Act 1972. 
2. NBWL has the mandate to combat illegal trans boundary wildlife trade. 
3. National Wildlife (Protection) Act 1972 was the first law passed after independence for welfare of 

animals. 
 Which of the statements given above is are correct?  
 (a) 1 only  
 (b) 1 and 3 only 
 (c) 2 and 3 only  
 (d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
Answer: (a) 
Explanation: 
1. Statement 1 is correct: The NTCA is a statutory body under the Ministry of Environment, Forests and 

Climate Change constituted under enabling provisions of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, as 
amended in 2006, for strengthening tiger conservation, as per powers and functions assigned to it 
under the said Act.  

2. NBWL is a statutory body as it has been constituted under Section 5 A the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972. It 
is a 47-member board (including the chairman) which usually meets once a year. It is chaired by Prime 
minister.  

3. WCCB is a statutory body established by the Government of India under the Ministry of Environment, 
Forest and Climate Change to combat organised wildlife crime. The Wild Life (Protection) Amendment 
Act, 2006 provisions came in to force on 4 September 2006. It became operational in the year 2008 

4. Statement 2 is incorrect: WCCB and not NBWL is mandated for combating illegal trans boundary 
wildlife trade. Under Section 38 (Z) of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972, it is mandated to collect and 
collate intelligence related to organized wildlife crime activities and to disseminate the same to State 
for immediate action ; to establish a centralized wildlife crime data bank; co-ordinate actions by various 
agencies in connection with the enforcement of the provisions of the Act; assist foreign authorities and 
international organization concerned to facilitate co-ordination and universal action for wildlife crime 
control; capacity building of the wildlife crime enforcement agencies for scientific and professional 
investigation into wildlife crimes and assist State Governments to ensure success in prosecutions 
related to wildlife crimes; and advise the Government of India on issues relating to wildlife crimes 
having national and international ramifications, relevant policy and laws. It also assists and advises the 
Customs authorities in inspection of the consignments of flora & fauna as per the provisions of Wild 
Life Protection Act, CITES and EXIM Policy governing such an item. 

5.  Statement 3 is incorrect: Prevention of Cruelty against animal act was passed in 1960 before wildlife 
protection act. It also aimed for providing welfare of animals. 

 
 
Q54) With reference to Charbagh style of architecture consider the following statements: 
1. The monument stands in one of the four gardens overseeing the other three 



 

 

2. Humayun’s tomb is the first tomb built in Charbagh style 
Select the correct answer using the codes below: 
(a)1 only 
(b)2 only 
(c)Both 1 and 2 
(d)None of the above 
 
Answer: (b) 
Explanation: 
1. Statement 1 is incorrect: In charbagh style the monument stood in the middle surrounded by 4 

gardens. This layout based on the four gardens of Paradise mentioned in the Qur’an. 
2. Statement 2 is correct: Though other constructions were done in charbagh style before, among the 

tombs Humayu’s is the first to be built in charbagh style. 
 
 
Q55)  If a candidate does not resign from one of the seats in which of the following cases will she lose both 
the seats? 
(a) When she is elected to both Houses of the Parliament simultaneously 
(b) When she is elected to two seats in Lok Sabha simultaneously 
(c) When she is elected to both Houses of the State Legislature simultaneously 
(d) When she is elected to the Lok Sabha and any Legislative Assembly simultaneously and vice versa 
 
Answer: (b) 
Explanation: 
1. In case a candidate is elected to two seats in Lok Sabha in an election, she must resign and vacate one 

of the seats or else she ends up losing both the seats. 
2. In cases where the election won belongs to different Houses, whether both of Parliament or one of 

Parliament and the other of the State Legislature, ways have been devised in which one of the seats is 
vacated automatically if not resigned by the candidate (here the candidate does not lose both the 
seats).  
1. e.g. simultaneous election to both LS and RS - RS seat is vacated;  
2. election to both LS and LA - LS seat is vacated;  
3. election to both LA and LC - LC seat is vacated;  
4. election to the other House while being a member of one House at any level - the current seat is 

vacated for the new one (LS member wins election to RS then LS seat is automatically vacated and 
vice-versa). 

 
 
Q56) Which of the following statements/s is/ are correct about the Hydro-Chloro-Flouro Carbons (HCFCs) 
1. HCFCs is more stable than Chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) 
2. HCFCs have larger atmospheric lifetimes than CFCs 
3. HCFCs deliver less reactive chlorine to the stratosphere than CFCs 
Select the correct answer code: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 3 only 
(d) 1,2 and 3 



 

 

 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation: 
About HCFC 
1. HCFCs are compounds containing carbon, hydrogen, chlorine and fluorine. 
2. They are less stable than CFCs because HCFC molecules contain carbon-hydrogen bonds. So statement 

(1) is incorrect. 
3. They have shorter atmospheric lifetimes than CFCs. So statement (2) is incorrect. 
4. HCFCs deliver less reactive chlorine to the stratosphere. So statement (3) is correct. Hence the correct 

answer is (c) 
More Information: 
1. HCFCs are also part of a group of chemicals known as the volatile organic compounds (VOCs). 
2. HCFCs are both ODS and powerful greenhouse gases: the most commonly used HCFC is nearly 2,000 

times more potent than carbon dioxide in terms of its global warming potential (GWP). 
3. HCFC Phase out Management Plan (HPMP): Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change 

(MoEF&CC) through its Ozone Cell implements HPMP as per the reduction schedule agreed with the 
Protocol. 

4. It aims to phase out use of HCFCs by switching to non-ozone depleting substances by 2030. 
 
 
Q57) With reference to the Peasant Revolts during the late 19th century, which of the following statements 
is incorrect? 
(a) The revolts resulted in Government passing several acts to pacify the peasant. 
(b) The peasants had strong support of the intelligentsia. 
(c) The rebellions were local in nature, they had nothing to do against Colonialism.  
(d) Instead of violence, the peasants resorted to legal battles in all the revolts. 
 
Answer: (d) 
Explanation: 
1. Statement (a) is Correct: The following actions were taken by the government in the wake of revolts: 

1. Indigo Revolt: Notification was issued that ryots can’t be forced to grow indigo on their lands. 
2. Pabna rebellion: Bengal Tenancy Act was passed in 1885. 
3. Deccan Riots: Deccan Agriculturists Relief Act was passed in 1879. 

2. Statement (b) is Correct: The revolt was supported by the nationalist intelligentsia in Bengal and 
Maharashtra in fighting legal battles, and conducting newspaper campaigns.  

3. Statement (c) is Correct: The rebellions were local in nature, and did not have any long term motive to 
end subordination or oppression of peasants. These movements were against specific issues. they did 
not challanged the british rule. 

4. Statement (d) is Incorrect: The peasants resorted to legal battles in courts instead of violence in Indigo 
revolt and Pabna rebellion in Bengal. Deccan Riots involved burning of moneylenders’ account books, 
houses and shops." 

 
Q58) Consider the following statement with reference to ‘PUNCH Mission’ 
1. It is to be launched jointly by National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) and Indian Space 

Research Organisation (ISRO). 
2.Mission will focus on Sun’s outer atmosphere, the Corona, and how it generates the solar wind. 
3.Which of the above statements is/are correct? 



 

 

(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only  
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 and 2 
 
Answer: (b) 
Explanation: 
1. Statement 1 incorrect: It is to be launched by National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) only 
2. Statement 2 correct: The Polarimeter to Unify the Corona and Heliosphere, or PUNCH, mission will focus 

directly on the Sun’s outer atmosphere, the corona, and how it generates the solar wind.  
3. PUNCH will image and track the solar wind as it leaves the Sun.  
4. The spacecraft also will track coronal mass ejections – large eruptions of solar material that can drive 

large space weather events near Earth – to better understand their evolution and develop new 
techniques for predicting such eruptions. 

 
Q59) With reference to Montagu-Chelmsford reforms consider the following statements: 
1. It offered nominated seats to depressed classes at levels (Center, Provinces and Municipalities) 
2. It reserved seats for non-Brahmans in Madras 
3. It provided voting rights to women even though Provinces were not willing to provide it 
Select the correct answer using the codes below: 
(a) 1 only  
(b) 2 only  
(c) 1 and 2 only  
(d) 1, 2 and 3 only  
 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation: 
1. Statement 1 and 2 are correct. Montagu-Chelmsford reforms tried to project British as the champions 

of causes of the downtrodden and weaker sections and took the steps like providing nominated seats 
and reservation. It offered nominated seats to depressed classes at levels (Center, Provinces and 
Municipalities and it reserved seats for non-Brahmans in Madras. 

2. Statement 3 is incorrect as the reform did not directly provide voting rights to women and rather left it 
upon Provinces to decide upon it. Between 1921-30 all the Provinces gradually provided voting rights to 
women 

 
 
Q60) With respect to Parliamentary tools consider the following statements: 
1. Only adjournment motion is mentioned in the Constitution. 
2. Calling Attention Motion is an Indian innovation. 
3. No-confidence motion was used for the first time in 1976. 
Select the correct statement(s) using the codes given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 2 only 
(d) 3 only 
 
Answer: (c) 



 

 

Explanation: 
1. Motions are devices of parliamentary procedures. As these are procedural in nature, hence none of these 

are mentioned in the Constitution. Hence, statement 1 is incorrect. 
2. Before 1953 the only device available to hold discussions was Adjournment motion. But adjournment 

motion has an element of censure. So, it was felt that another device was needed to have discussions in 
Parliament that did not put the government on toes. Therefore, Calling Attention Motion was devised 
in India in 1953. Hence, statement 2 is correct. 

3. No-confidence motion was moved for the first time by Acharya Kriplani in 1963 in the aftermath of the 
Sino-Indian war. Hence, statement 3 is incorrect. 

 
Q61) With reference to Concessional Financing Scheme (CFS) consider the following statements: 
1. The scheme supports Indian companies bidding for large infrastructure projects in foreign countries. 
2. To qualify for the scheme the project in consideration must be strategically important. 
3. The projects for the scheme are selected by Department of Defence. 
Select the correct statement(s) using the codes given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
Answer: (a) 
Explanation: 
1. Under the CFS, the Govt. of India supports Indian Entities bidding for strategically important 

infrastructure projects abroad.. Prior to the introduction of CFS, Indian entities were not able to bid for 
large projects abroad since the cost of financing was very high for them and bidders from other 
countries such as China, Japan, Europe and US were able to provide credit at superior terms, i.e., lower 
interest rate and longer tenures which works to the advantage of bidders from those countries. Hence, 
statement 1 and 2 are correct. 

2. Under the Scheme, MEA selects the specific projects keeping in view strategic interest of India and sends 
the same to Department of Economic Affairs (DEA). Hence, statement 3 is incorrect. 

 
Q62) Which of the following criteria were included by the Fifteenth Finance Commission for deciding the 
devolution of Central taxes to states? 
1.Forest and ecology 
2.Area 
3.Population census 
4.Income distance 
5.Demographic Performance 
6.Tax effort 
Select the correct statements using the code below. 
(a) 2 and 3 only 
(b) 2, 3, 4 and 5 only 
(c) 2, 3, 4 and 6 only 
(d) All the above 
 
Answer: (d) 
Explanation: 



 

 

1. Finance Commission is a constitutional body formed every 5 years once to give suggestions on Centre-
state financial relations. Each Finance Commission is required to make recommendations on the 
following. 
1. Sharing of central taxes with states. 
2. Distribution of central grants to states. 
3. Measures to improve the finances of states to supplement the resources of panchayats and 

municipalities. 
4. Any other matters referred to it. 

2. 15th Finance Commission was constituted in November 2017 under the chairmanship of N.K.Singh to give 
recommendations on the transfer of resources from the Centre to states for the period between 2020-
2025.  

3. 15th Finance Commission has included the following criteria to determine the share of each state as 
described below. 
1. Income distance - distance of each state’s income from the state with the highest income.States with 

lower per capita income would be given a higher share to maintain equity among states    
2. Population census 2011, 
3. Area of states,  
4. Forest and ecology - This criterion has been arrived at by calculating the  share of dense forest of 

each state in the aggregate dense forest of all the states.  
5. Demographic performance - The Demographic Performance criterion has been introduced newly by 

the 15th Finance Commission to reward efforts made by states in controlling their population. 
6. Tax effort of states - This criterion has been used to reward states with higher tax collection 

efficiency. Hence all the above is the correct option. 
 
 
Q63) With reference to Indian Council of Cultural Relations (ICCR) consider the following statements: 
1. It was founded by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. 
2. The Council is a leading agency in propagating soft power of India. 
3. The office of the Chairperson of the Council is not considered an Office of Profit for Members of 
Parliament. 
Select the correct statement(s) using the codes given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation: 
1. ICCR has completed 70 years of its formation. It was founded by Maulana Abul Kalam. Hence, statement 

1 is incorrect. 
2. ICCR ensures propagation and promotion of Indian culture in other countries. It also promotes, inter alia, 

Hindi language. Thus, it is a leading agency in propagating soft power of India. Hence, statement 2 is 
correct. 

3. The office of the Chairperson of the Council is protected from being considered an Office of Profit for 
Members of Parliament under The Parliament (Prevention of Disqualification) Act, 1959. This should 
also be understood from the fact that the current chairperson is a BJP MP. Hence, statement 3 is 
correct 



 

 

 
Q64) With reference to ‘’ Drone Regulation in India ‘’, consider the following statements : 
1. Air space has been partitioned into 4 zones i.e. Red, Orange, Yellow and Green Zone. 
2. One needs to get clearance to fly in yellow zone but not in green zone. 
3. Digital Sky Platform is software for giving instant clearances to operators of drones for every flight. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation: 
1. Recently Ministry of Civil Aviation announced a scheme providing a window for voluntary registration of 

all drones and their operators. 
2. On successful submission of voluntary disclosure of possessing drone, a Drone Acknowledgement 

Number (DAN) and an Ownership Acknowledgement Number (OAN) will be issued online which will 
help in validation of operation of drones in India.  

3. However, the DAN and the OAN do not confer any right to operate drones in India if it does not fulfil the 
DGCA’s drone regulations. 

Drone Regulation in India 
1. The air space has been partitioned into 3 zones: Red Zone (flying not permitted), Yellow Zone 

(controlled airspace), and Green Zone (automatic permission). Statement 1 is incorrect.  
2. Red zone denotes “no fly zone” which includes airspace around airports, near international border, 

strategic locations/vital and military installations etc. 
3. Yellow zone is controlled airspace which signifies airspace requiring Air Defence Clearance or Air Traffic 

Control clearance. 
4. Green zone signifies unrestricted airspace zones. However, even for the Green zone, there is a need to 

get clearance from the Digital Sky Platform. Statement 2 is incorrect. 
5. Digital Sky Platform is a software-based self-enforcement unmanned traffic management (UTM) system 

which is expected to facilitate registration and licensing of drones and operators in addition to giving 
instant (online) clearances to operators for every flight. Statement 3 is correct. 

 
 
Q65) Consider the following statements: 
 1. New Delhi lies in a northern latitude with respect to Kathmandu. 
 2. Nepal borders with 5 Indian States. 
 3. Lipulekh pass is situated in Sikkim. 
 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
 (a) 1 and 2 
 (b) 2 and 3 
 (c) 1 and 3 
 (d) All of the above 
 
Answer: (a) 
Explanation: 



 

 

1. Statement 1 is correct: New Delhi lies in 28 degree North latitude, whereas Kathmandu lies in 27 degree 
north latitude.  

2. Statement 2 is correct: Nepal borders with Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, West Bengal and Sikkim. 
3. Statement 3 is incorrect: Lipulekh pass is a tri junction international border pass between India, Nepal 

and China in the Indian state of Uttarakhand. Lipulekh, Kalapani and Limpiyadhura areas are recently in 
news as Nepal has claimed its territory in these areas by passing a law in the parliament. 

 
 
Q66) With reference to the report ‘State of India’s Birds 2020’, consider the following statements: 
1. It was released recently during 13th Conference Of Parties of Convention on Migratory Species 
2. Indian Peafowl, the national bird, has shown a dramatic increase in both abundance and distribution 
across the country. 
3. Convention on Migratory Species is the only global, and United Nations-based, intergovernmental treaty 
established exclusively for the conservation and management of terrestrial, aquatic and avian migratory 
species 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only  
(b) 1 and 2 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
Answer: (d) 
Explanation: 
1. State of India’s Birds 2020’ (SoIB), put together by over ten institutions and numerous citizen scientists, 

was released recently at the ongoing United Nations 13th Conference of the Parties to the Convention 
on Migratory Species in Gandhinagar, Gujarat. Hence statement 1 is correct. 

2. The number of birds in the Western Ghats, which is considered one of the world’s foremost biodiversity 
hotspots declined by almost 75 per cent since 2000.   

3. Indian Peafowl, the national bird, has shown a dramatic increase in both abundance and distribution 
across the country. Hence statement 2 is correct. 

4. The number of house sparrows has also stabilised nationwide, although there is still a marked decline in 
their population in cities. Data for these birds was collected through the citizen science app ‘eBird’ 

5. Convention on Migratory Species (CMS) or the Bonn Convention is the only global, and United Nations-
based, intergovernmental organization established exclusively for the conservation and management 
of terrestrial, aquatic and avian migratory species. Hence statement 3 is correct.  

6. So the correct answer option is d. 
 
 
Q67) With reference to Peasant Movements during 19th century, consider the following statements: 
1. The Indigo revolt was against the Tinkathia system of the European planters. 
2. Pabna Rebellion in Bengal was due to increase of land revenue by the government despite crash in 
cotton prices. 
3. The Deccan Revolt was against the outsider moneylenders, especially Gujaratis and the Marwaris.  
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only  
(b) 3 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 



 

 

(d) All of the above 
 
Answer:(b) 
Explanation: 
1. Statement 1 is Incorrect: Tinkathia system was opposed by Gandhiji in Champaran Satyagraha, 1917 

in Bihar.Towards the end of 19th century, German dyes had replaced Indigo, and Indigo planters were 
forcing Ryots to plant Indigo in 3/20 part of their lands and extracted high rents to maximise their 
profits before the Ryots could switch to other crops. This is different from the Indigo revolt. Indigo 
Revolt was against planters who coerced the ryots to grow indigo on their full lands, instead of other 
profitable crops. It happened in 1859-60. 

2. Statement 2 is Incorrect: Pabna Rebellion was against zamindars (not government) who increased rents 
above legal limits and prevented the ryots to get their occupancy rights. 

3. Statement 3 is Correct: The crash in cotton prices after American Revolution and increased land revenue 
by 50% left no money with the peasant to pay the exploitative Gujarati and Marwari moneylenders, 
which led to the revolt. 

 
 
Q68) With reference to ‘VOYAGER 2’ seen sometimes in news, Consider the following statements : 
1. It is the only manmade object to leave the heliosphere. 
2. It was the first human-made object to fly past Uranus and Neptune. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Answer:(b) 
Explanation: 
1. Recently, the NASA fixed a glitch in its Voyager-2 probe. Mission elapsed time is more than 43 years and it 

is still working. 
2. Voyager 2 is now 11.5 billion miles from the Earth and, at that distance, light takes 17 hours to reach it or 

for messages from it to reach mission control on Earth. 
3. The heliosphere is the vast, bubble-like region of space which surrounds and is created by the Sun. The 

heliosphere acts as a shield that protects the planets from interstellar radiation. The heliopause is 
usually considered to be the boundary of the solar system and is about 123 astronomical units from the 
Sun ( 1 astronomical unit = 150 million km). (For comparison, Neptune, the outermost planet, is 30 AU 
from the Sun).  

4. Voyager 2 officially entered 'interstellar space' in November 2018. It joined its twin—Voyager 1—as the 
only human-made objects to enter the space between the stars. Statement 1 is incorrect. 

5. It was the first human-made object to fly past Uranus. At Uranus, it discovered 10 new moons and two 
new rings. It was the first human-made object to fly by Neptune. Statement 2 is correct. 

6. It was launched 16 days before its twin, Voyager 1, on a trajectory that took longer to reach Jupiter and 
Saturn but enabled further encounters with Uranus and Neptune.  

7. It is the only spacecraft to study all four of the solar system's giant planets- Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and 
Neptune at close range. 

 
 



 

 

Q69) With reference to One Stop Centre Scheme, consider the following statements. 
1. It is under the aegis of Ministry of Women and Child Development (MWCD). 
2. Scheme aims to address the problem of violence against women. 
3.  It envisages that shelter, food, clothing, and health as well as economic and social security are assured 
for such women.  
Select the correct answer using the codes given below. 
(a)1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3only 
(c)1 and 3 only 
(d)1,2 and 3 
 
Answer: (a) 
Explanation: 
1. Ministry of Women and Child Development (MWCD), for addressing the problem of violence against 

women launched One Stop Centre Scheme. Statement 1 and 2 are correct. 
2. One stop centre, will be established across the country to provide integrated support and assistance 

under one roof to women affected by violence, both in private and public spaces. 
3. The scheme is funded through Nirbhaya Fund and the central government provides 100% financial 

assistance to the state governments /Union Territories administrations. 
4. One Stop Centre Scheme will look into Emergency Response and Rescue Services, Medical assistance, 

Legal aid and counselling etc.  
5. It does not assure economic and social security.  Statement 3 is incorrect. 
 
Q70) With reference to Members of Parliament Local Area Development Scheme (MPLADS) consider the 
following statements: 
1. Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MOSPI) is the implementation Ministry of the 
scheme. 
2. The scheme strengthens the Separation of Power within the Parliamentary system of Indian polity. 
3. The scheme is not applicable to the 12 MPs nominated by the President to the Rajya Sabha. 
Select the correct statement(s) using the codes given below: 
(a) 2 and 3 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) 1 only 
(d) 1 and 3 only 
 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation: 
1. MPLADS is implemented under the overall guidance of Ministry of Statistics and Programme 

Implementation (MOSPI). Earlier the scheme came under Ministry of Rural Development. Hence, 
statement 1 is correct. 

2. The scheme remains in controversy because it vests Executive functions upon Legislators, thus weakening 
the Executive accountability to the Legislature as well as the Separation of Power. Hence, statement 2 
is incorrect. 

3. The scheme is applicable to all the MPs, including the nominated ones. The nominated MPs have the 
option to spend the MPLAD funds anywhere across India.  Hence, statement 3 is incorrect. 

 



 

 

Q71) With reference to the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code 2016 in India, consider the following 
statements:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
1.The Code provides a time-bound process for resolving insolvency in companies only and not among 
individuals.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
2. In case of a default by a corporate, initiation of resolution process can be done only by the company and 
not its creditors.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Select the incorrect statement(s) using the code below 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation: 
1. Insolvency is a situation where individuals or companies are unable to repay their outstanding debt. The 

Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code 2016 was passed to tackle the NPA crisis by time bound resolution. 
This code provides a time-bound process for resolving insolvency in companies and also  among 
individuals who get credit from the banks.Hence, statement 1 is incorrect. 

2. Initiation of corporate insolvency resolution: When a default occurs, creditors of the company (who 
received credit) or the company itself may file an application before the National Company Law 
Tribunal  for initiating corporate insolvency resolution process. Hence, statement 2 is incorrect. 

 
Value addition: 
Resolution Process:  
1. When a default in repayment occurs, creditors gain control over debtor’s assets and must take decisions 

to resolve insolvency within the prescribed time period.  
2. To ensure an uninterrupted resolution process, the Code also provides immunity to debtors from 

resolution claims of creditors during this period.  
3. The Code also consolidates provisions  to form a common forum for debtors and creditors of all classes to 

resolve insolvency.  
4. Once the application for initiation of insolvency resolution is accepted, a Committee of Creditors 

consisting of the financial creditors of the company is constituted.  
5. The Committee of Creditors(CoC) appoints a resolution professional who manages the resolution process 

and presents a resolution plan to the CoC.Once the resolution plan is approved, the resolution process 
is required to be completed in 180 days (extendable by 90 days). They may choose to revive the debt 
owed to them by changing the repayment schedule, or sell (liquidate) the assets of the debtor to repay 
the debts owed to them.  

6. If a decision is not taken in 180 days, the debtor’s assets go into liquidation.        
 
Q72) “SUTRA PIC’’ seen sometimes in news is related to?  
(a) Gene Mapping Project 
(b) Research on indigenous cows 
(c) Vocational training of students 
(d) Embroidery training initiative 
 
Answer: (b) 
Explanation: 



 

 

1. SUTRA PIC or Scientific Utilisation Through Research Augmentation-Prime Products from Indigenous 
Cows. Led by the Department of Science and Technology, it will be funded by several ministries. 

2. For the programme, the department has called for research and development proposals in five areas:  
1. Uniqueness of indigenous cows 
2. Prime products from indigenous cows for medicine and health  
3. Prime products from indigenous cows for agricultural applications  
4. Prime products from indigenous cows for food and nutrition and  
5. Indigenous cow based utility items. 

 
 
Q73) Which of the following rivers in India crosses the Tropic of cancer twice? 
(a) Mahi 
(b) Son 
(c) Luni 
(d) Subarnarekha 
 
Answer: (a) 
Explanation: 
The Mahi is a river in western India. It rises in Madhya Pradesh and, after flowing through the Vagad region 
of Rajasthan, enters Gujarat and flows into the Arabian Sea. It is one of the relatively few west-flowing 
rivers in India. This river crosses the Tropic of Cancer twice.  
 
 
 
Q74) 

Consider the following statements with respect to Global Environment Facility: 
1. It provide funds to developing countries and countries with economies in transition to meet the 
objectives of the International Environmental Convention 



 

 

2. It was established in 2010 as a part of UNFCCC’S financial mechanism. 
3. The World Bank serves as the GEF Trustee, administering the Fund. 
Select the correct answer code from the following: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1,2 and 3 
 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation: 
Global Environment Facility (GEF): 
1. GEF funds are available to developing countries and countries with economies in transition to meet the 

objectives of the international environmental conventions and agreements. So statement (1) is correct. 
2. It was established on the eve of the 1992 Rio Earth Summit. So statement (2) is incorrect. 
3. The World Bank serves as the GEF Trustee, administering the Fund. So statement (3) is correct. 
4. The GEF serves as a ""financial mechanism"" to five conventions: CBD, UNFCCC, Stockholm Convention 

on POP, UNCCD, Minamata Convention on Mercury 
 
Q75) Consider the following statements with reference to ‘The Philosophy of the Bomb’: 
1. It was written in response to Mahatma Gandhi’s ‘the Cult of Bomb’ 
2.It was written by Bhagat Singh with the aid of Chandrashekhar Azad 
Select the correct answer using the codes below: 
(a)1 only 
(b)2 only 
(c)Both 1 and 2 
(d)Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Answer: (a) 
Explanation: 
1. Bhagwati Charan Vohra had planned and executed a bomb blast on Delhi-Agra railway line to kill Lord 

Irwin who escaped unharmed. Mahatma Gandhi condemned this attack and revolutionary activities in 
his article ‘the Cult of the Bomb’. 

2. Bhagwati Charan Vohra wrote ‘The Philosophy of the Bomb’ in its response with the aid of 
Chandrashekhar Azad. 

3. Thus statement 1 is correct and 2 is incorrect. 
 
Q76) With reference to “”Panthera Uncia"" sometime seen in news recently consider the following 
statements. 
 1. It is found naturally only in Asia. 
 2. It is classified as Vulnerable under Wildlife Protection Act 1972 
 3. It is not found in southern part of India. 
 Which of the statements given above is are correct?  
 (a) 1 only  
 (b) 2 and 3 only 
 (c) 1 and 3 only  
 (d) 1, 2 and 3 only 
 



 

 

Answer: (c) 
Explanation: 
1. Recently, Union Environment ministry released the Snow Leopard Population Assessment in India 

(SLPAI) at the fourth steering committee meeting of the Global Snow Leopard and Ecosystem Program 
(GSLEP). 

2. National-level estimation processes are done for Tigers, Rhinos and Elephants. With this protocol, the 
same can now be done for Snow Leopards.  

3.  Statement 1 is correct - The Snow Leopard are found naturally only in India, Nepal, Bhutan, China, 
Mongolia, Russia, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan.  

4.  Statement 2 is Incorrect - Snow Leopard is Classified as Vulnerable under IUCN not under Wildlife 
protection act 1972. Under the act it has been given protection by including it in the Schedule I (Highest 
level protection). 

5.  Statement 3 is correct - Snow leopard lives at high altitudes In summer, snow leopards usually live above 
the tree line on mountainous meadows and in rocky regions at altitudes from 2,700 to 6,000 m (8,900 
to 19,700 ft). In winter, they come down into the forests to altitudes around 1,200 to 2,000 m (3,900 to 
6,600 ft). Snow leopards prefer rocky, broken terrain, and can travel without difficulty in snow up to 85 
cm (33 in) deep, although they prefer to use existing trails made by other animals. In south India the 
highest peak Doddabetta Peak is only 2637m high. In India they are only found in Himalaya 

 
Q77) With reference to the Earth-Sun relations, consider the following statements: 
1.The vertical rays of the sun can only strike the Earth between the tropics 
2.The length of the day and night varies on every point of the Earth as the season changes 
Select the correct answer using the codes below: 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Answer: (a) 
Explanation: 
Statement 1 is correct: At the summer solstice the sun’s rays strike tropic of cancer vertically and at the 
winter solstice they strike tropic of Capricorn vertically. Thus they never migrate beyond the tropics. 
Statement 2 is incorrect: The length of day and night does not vary at equator and remains fixed at 12 
hours each throughout the year. It varies for rest of the points on the Earth due to the apparent north-
south movement of the sun. 
 
 
Q78) With reference to Forest Survey of India (FSI), consider the following statements: 
 1. It was first established by colonial government to estimate the forest resource of India suitable for 
exploitation. 
 2. It is the prime institution for implementation of National Afforestation Programme (NAP) to restore the 
degraded forest. 
 Which of the statements given above are correct? 
 (a) 1 only. 
 (b) 2 only. 
 (c) Both 1 and 2  
 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 



 

 

 
Answer: (d) 
Explanation: 
1. Statement 1 is incorrect: Forest Survey of India (FSI), is a premier national organization under the 

Union Ministry of Environment and Forests, responsible for assessment and monitoring of the forest 
resources of the country regularly. In addition, it is also engaged in providing the services of training, 
research and extension. Established on June 1,1981, the Forest Survey of India succeeded the “"Pre 
Investment Survey of Forest Resources"" (PISFR), a project initiated in 1965 by Government of India 
with the sponsorship of FAO and UNDP. 

2. Statement 2 is incorrect: The NAP is being implemented through a 2-tier structure of Forest 
Development Agency (FDA) at the forest division level and Joint Forest Management Committee 
(JFMC) at the village level. Thus, FDA is the confederation of JFMCs in that forest division. Training of 
FDA and JFMC members is organized by State Forest Departments, as well as by the Regional Centres of 
National Afforestation and Eco-development Board (NAEB). 

3.  The National Afforestation and Eco-Development Board (NAEB), set up in August 1992, is responsible for 
promoting afforestation, tree planting, ecological restoration and eco-development activities in the 
country, with special attention to the degraded forest areas and lands adjoining the forest areas, 
national parks, sanctuaries and other protected areas as well as the ecologically fragile areas like the 
Western Himalayas, Aravallis, Western Ghats, etc.  

4. Both NAEB and FSI are under MoEF&CC 
 
Q79) Arrange the following in the ascending chronology: 
1.Submission of Simon Commission Report 
2.Nehru report 
3.3rd round table conference 
4.Communal award 
Select the answer using the codes given below 
(a) 1-2-3-4                                        
(b)1-2-4-3 
(c)2-1-4-3                                        
(d)2-1-3-4 
 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation: 
1. Nehru report was presented in 1928. 
2. Simon commission was formed in 1927. It came to India in 1928 and submitted its report in May 1930.  
3. Communal award was given, after 2nd RTC in, August 1932 
4. The 3rd round Table Conference assembled on November 17, 1932. Communal award was given, after 

2nd RTC in, August 1932. 
 
Q80) With reference to recent ‘Locust Attack’, Consider the following statements: 
 1. Crop loss due locust attack is not covered under PM Fasal Bima Yojana. 
 2. Immature locust has the capacity to cause more harm than that of fully grown locust. 
 Which of the statements given above are correct? 
 (a) 1 only. 
 (b) 2 only. 
 (c) Both 1 and 2  



 

 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Answer: (b) 
Explanation: 
1. Rajasthan Chief Minister wrote to Prime Minister urging him to declare the locust outbreak in the state a 

national disaster. 
2. Desert locusts normally live and breed in semi-arid/desert regions. For laying eggs, they require bare 

ground, which is rarely found in areas with dense vegetation. So, they are more likely to breed in 
Rajasthan than in the Indo-Gangetic plains or Godavari and Cauvery delta. 

3. Locusts aren’t dangerous as long as they are individual hoppers/moths or small isolated groups of insects, 
in what is called the “solitary phase”. It is when their population grows to large numbers – the resultant 
crowding induces behavioural changes and transformation from the “solitary” to “gregarious” phase – 
that they start forming swarms. A single swarm contains up to 40-80 million adults in one square km 
and these can travel up to 150 km in one day. 

4. UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the Union Agriculture Ministry’s Locust Warning 
Organisation (LWO) shows concentration of the swarms in Rajasthan districts along the India-Pakistan 
border. 

5. Statement 1 is incorrect: Under the scheme, farmers are eligible for insurance claims for crops lost due 
to pest attacks. 

6. Statement 2 is correct: Immature locusts are not fully grown and have the capacity to cause more harm. 
They need more food to grow and also have a longer lifespan. 

 
 
Q81) With reference to Mahatma Gandhi, Match the events under List 1 with their features in List 2: 

Events  Features: 

1. Champaran Satyagraha A. First non-Cooperation 

 



 
2. Ahmedabad Mill Strike B. First Civil Disobedience 

3. Kheda Satyagraha C. First Hunger Strike 

 
Select the correct answer using the codes beloW: 
(a) 1-B, 2-A, 3-C 
(a) 1-C, 2-A, 3-B 
(b) 1-C, 2-B, 3-A 
(c) 1-B, 2-C, 3-A 
 
Answer: (d) 
Explanation: 
1. Champaran Satyagraha was the first civil disobedience as Gandhiji declined to obey when he was 

ordered to leave the area after he initiated an inquiry into the plight of the indigo planters. Instead he 
preferred to face the punishment. 

1. During Ahmedabad Mill Strike the mill owners agreed to increase the wages by 20% only as against the 
increase of 35% increase calculated by Gandhiji. Gandhiji advised the workers to go on strike for their 
demands. When the mill owners did not concede he undertook fast unto death to pressurise the mill 
owners. It was here that First Hunger Strike took place. 

2. Kheda Satyagraha was the first non-cooperation as Gandhiji advised the farmers to withhold the 
payment of revenue in order to get the remission that the farmers were entitled for due to the 
drought. 

 
Q82) With reference to ‘NCDEX AGRIDEX’ seen sometimes in news, Consider the following statements : 
1. It is India’s first return based agricultural Futures Index. 
2. It includes both Rabi and Kharif season crops. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
(a) 1 only  
(b) 2only  
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation: 
1. National Commodity and Derivatives Exchange (NCDEX) announced the commencement of trading in the 

country’s first agriculture futures index called AGRIDEX. 
2. NCDEX AGRIDEX is India’s first return based agricultural futures Index. Statement 1 is correct. 
3. It tracks the performance of the ten liquid commodities (both Kharif and Rabi seasons) traded on NCDEX 

platform. Statement 2 is correct. 
4. The commodities include soybean, chana, coriander, cottonseed oil cake, Guargum, guar seed, mustard 

seed, refined soy oil, castor seed and jeera. The value of this index is generated based on the spot and 
futures of the underlying commodities. 

 
 
Q83) Consider statements regarding Bond Yield Inversion 
1. Yield inversion happens when the yield on a longer tenure bond becomes less than the yield for a shorter 
tenure bond. 



 
2. A yield inversion  signals an increased economic activity 
Select the correct statement 
(a)1 only 
(b)2 only  
(c)Both 1 and 2 
(d)Neither 1 and 2 
 
Answer: (a) 
Explanation: 
1. Statement 1 is correct: Yield inversion happens when the yield on a longer tenure bond becomes less 

than the yield for a shorter tenure bond. 
2. Statement 2 is incorrect:  A yield inversion typically signals a recession (decreased economic activity).  
3. An inverted yield curve shows that investors expect the future growth to fall sharply; in other words, the 

demand for money would be much lower than what it is today and hence the yields are also lower. 
 
 
Q84) Consider the following Geographical tag and states: 
1.Palani Panchamirtham- Tamil Nadu 
2.Tirur- Kerala 
3.Tawlhlohpuan- Assam 
Which of the above is correctly matched. 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
Answer: (a) 
Explanation: 
1. 1 is correctly matched: It is an ‘abhishega prasadam’ (food that is a religious offering) for Lord 

Dhandayuthapani Swamy, the presiding deity of Arulmigu Dhandayuthapani Swamy Temple, situated 
on Palani Hills, Palani Town in Dindigul District of Tamil Nadu. 

2. 2 is correctly matched: It is a medium to heavy, compactly woven, good quality fabric from Mizoram and 
is known for warp yarns, warping, weaving & intricate designs that are made by hand. 

3. 3 is incorrect: Tirur betel vine is mainly cultivated in Tirur, Tanur, Tirurangadi, Kuttippuram, Malappuram 
and Vengara block panchayaths of Malappuram District, Kerala and is valued both for its mild stimulant 
action and medicinal properties (remedy for bad breath and digestive disorders). 

 
Q85) Consider the following statements with reference to Methane-Powered Rocket Engine: 
1. Methane is toxic but has higher Specific Impulse compared to Conventional Fuel. 
2. Methane can be synthesised in space to be used as fuel. 
Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only  
(b) 2 only  
(c) Both 1 and 2  
(d) Neither 1 and 2 
 
Answer: (b) 
Explanation: 
1. ISRO is developing two ‘LOx methane’ engines (liquid oxygen oxidiser and methane fuel) engines. 
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2. Statement 1 incorrect: Methane is non-toxic and has a higher specific impulse (which means one kg of 

the gas can life one kg of mass for a longer time), it is easy to store, does not leave a residue upon 
burning, less bulky, and, importantly, can be synthesised up in space. 

3. Statement 2 correct: Methane, which can be synthesised with water and carbon dioxide in space, is often 
described as the space fuel of the future. 

 
Q86) With reference to Economic Census, consider the following statements: 
1. The census is the only source of information on Unorganised Sector in the country 
2. It collects the data of all non-agricultural sector entrepreneurial units in the country engaged in 
production and/or distribution of goods and/or services not for the sole purpose of own consumption 
3. Department of Revenue conduct survey after every five year   
Select the correct answer using the codes given below. 
(a)1 and 3 only 
(b) 2 and 3only 
(c)1 and 2 only 
(d)1,2 and 3 
 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation: 
1.  Statement 1 correct: The census is the only source of information on the significantly large unorganized 

sector in the country. As the data will be collected through door to door survey of each household and 
commercial establishment under the provisions of Collection of Statistics Act 2008. 

2. Statement 2 correct: All entrepreneurial units in the country which are involved in any economic 
activities of either agricultural or non-agricultural sector which are engaged in production and/or 
distribution of goods and/or services not for the sole purpose of own consumption. 

3. The census will provide valuable insights into geographical spread/clusters of economic activities, 
ownership pattern; persons engaged etc. of the establishments engaged in economic activity 

4.  Statement 3 incorrect: The census, conducted by Ministry of Statistics and Programme 
Implementation (MoSPI), will be held this year after a gap of five years. The ministry partnered with 
CSC e-Governance services India Ltd (CSC SPV) to conduct the census 

 
 
Q87) With reference to Hind Swaraj written by Mahatma Gandhi, Consider the following statements: 
1. Hind Swaraj was first published in the columns of Indian Opinion of South Africa 
1. It was banned from circulation by Bombay government 
Select the correct answer using the codes below: 
(a) 1 only 
(b)2 only 
(c)Both 1 and 2 
(d)Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Answer: (c) 
1. Explanation: 

Statement 1 is correct: Hind Swaraj was first published in Indian Opinion in South Africa. It was written 
during Mahatma Gandhi’s return voyage from London to South Africa in 1908 and was an answer to the 
Indian school of violence and its prototype in South Africa. 

2. Statement 2 is correct as Bombay government had banned the circulation of the Gujarati version of Hind 
Swaraj. Gandhiji had replied with the English translation of the work. 

 



 
 
Q88) Consider the following statements with reference to Generic and Biosimilar medicines: 
1. Generic medicines are chemically synthesised while biosimilars are grown in complex living systems. 
2. Biosimilars are more complex and expensive to create compared to Generics. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only  
(b) 2 only  
(c) Both 1 and 2  
(d) Neither 1 and 2 
 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation: 
1. Biosimilars, also known as biogenerics or follow-up biologics, are replicas of innovator drugs that are 

produced from living organisms.A generic drug is a pharmaceutical drug that contains the same 
chemical substance as a drug that was originally protected by chemical patents. So Statement 1 is 
correct. 

2. Unlike generic drugs (commonly referred to as ‘small molecules’ in pharma), biological molecules are 
inherently complex and are sensitive to changes in development and manufacturing process and, thus, 
production cost is high. Statement 2 is correct. 

 
Q89) In the context of Dairy Industries, consider the following statements: 
1. Milk production in India has been increasing steadily over the years. 
2. More than half of the marketable surplus is handled by organised sector. 
3. The price of the milk in India is determined by the Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
(a)1 and 3 only 
(b) 2and 3 only 
(c)1 and 2only 
(d)1,2 and 3 
 
Answer: (b) 
Explanation: 
1. Statement 1 correct: Milk production in India has been increasing steadily over the years from 55.6 

million tons in 1991-92 to 176.3 million tons in 2017-18, at an average annual growth rate of 4.5 
percent. 

2. Statement 2 incorrect:  As per 2018-19 Economic Survey more than 50% of the marketable surplus is 
handled by the unorganized sector 

3.  Statement 3 incorrect: Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying (AH&D) does not regulate the 
prices of milk in the country. Prices are decided by the Cooperative and Private dairies based on cost 
of production 

 
Q90) Which of the following was not a demand of the Khilafat Committee? 
(a) The Khalifa must retain control over Muslim holy places 
(b)Muslims must be given reservations in non-separate electorate constituencies 
(c)The pre-war territories of Ottoman Empire should remain intact 
(d)Jazirat-ul-Arab must not be under non-Muslim sovereignty 
 
Answer: (b) 
Explanation: 



 
1. In order to put forward the demands of Muslims in India the Khilafat Committee was formed in March 

1919 in Bombay. The demands of Muslims emanated from the threat to their Khalifa (Caliph) due to 
WW I. The demands of the Committee were purely religious (unlike reservation which is a secular 
demand; thus option b is correct). 

2. The three main demands of Khilafat Committee were: 
1. The Khalifa must retain control over Muslim holy places;  
2. He must be left with his pre-war territories; and  
3. Jazirat-ul-Arab (Arabia, Syria, Iraq and Palestine combined) must not be ruled by non-Muslims. So 

answer is (b) 
 
 
Q91) With reference to Supreme Court Judgments on 'Power of Governor’, Consider the following 
statements : 
1. Governor can call for a floor test any time he objectively feels a government in power has lost confidence 
of House. 
2. Governor necessarily has to convene a meeting of the Assembly for a floor test on the recommendation 
of the Cabinet. 
3. Governor's call for a trust vote is not subject to judicial review. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
Answer: (a) 
Explanation: 
1. Recently Supreme Court held that Governor can direct Floor test even while House is in Session. 
2. Supreme Court observed that a Governor can call for a floor test any time he objectively feels a 

government in power has lost confidence of House.  Statement 1 is correct. 
3. Also, Governor need not wait for Speaker's decision on resignation of rebel MLAs before calling for a trust 

vote in the House. 
4. The judgment also said that the decision of the Governor to call for a trust vote was not immune from 

judicial review. Statement 3 is incorrect. 
5. Constitution Bench judgment of the Supreme Court in 2016 said that even the Constituent Assembly was 

wary of extending the Governor’s discretion and has held that a Governor is bound to convene a 
meeting of the Assembly for a floor test on the recommendation of the Cabinet. Statement 2 is correct. 

6. The five-judge Constitution Bench judgment of the Supreme Court in Nabam Rebia versus Deputy 
Speaker on July 13, 2016 held that a Governor cannot employ his ‘discretion’, and should strictly abide 
by the “aid and advice” of the Cabinet to summon the House. 

 
Q92) With reference to ‘ Biological Weapons Convention ‘ seen sometimes in news, consider the following 
statements : 
1. It aims for prohibition of the development, production and stockpiling of Biological and Toxin Weapons 
2. It also bans the bio-defence programs. 
3. India neither signed nor ratified it. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only 



 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 2 and 3 only 
 
Answer: (a) 
Explanation: 
1. The COVID-19 pandemic has suddenly awakened the world to the destructive potential of extreme 

biological events. Many see COVID-19 as a quasi-biological war in its scale, scope, duration and impact. 
2. The Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological 

(Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on their Destruction (usually referred to as the Biological Weapons 
Convention) was the first multilateral disarmament treaty banning the production of an entire category 
of weapons. Statement 1 is correct. 

3. Biodefence refers to measures to restore biosecurity to a group of organisms who are, or may be, subject 
to biological threats or infectious diseases. BWC does not ban Bio defence program. Statement 2 is 
incorrect. 

4. India signed BWC in Jan, 1973 and ratified it in July, 1974. Statement 3 is incorrect. 
 
Q93) Consider the following statements. 
1. The World Heritage Convention, is a legally binding instrument providing an intergovernmental 
framework for international cooperation for the identification and conservation of the world's most 
outstanding natural and cultural properties. 
2. Convention is administered by International Union for Conservation of Nature and United Nations 
General Assembly. 
3. Recently, Jaipur City in Rajasthan, made its entry into the World Heritage Site list. 
Which of the statements given above is / are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation: 
1. Statement 1 correct: The World Heritage Convention, adopted in 1972, is a legally binding instrument 

providing an intergovernmental framework for international cooperation for the identification and 
conservation of the world's most outstanding natural and cultural properties. 

2. Statement 2 incorrect: A World Heritage Site is a landmark or area with legal protection by an 
international convention administered by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO). World Heritage Sites are designated by UNESCO 

3.  ICCROM (the International Centre for the Study of the Preservation and Restoration of Cultural 
Property), ICOMOS (the International Council on Monuments and Sites) and IUCN – the International 
Union for Conservation of Nature are the Advisory Bodies to the World Heritage Committee. 

4. Statement 3 correct: The historic walled city of Jaipur in Rajasthan, was founded in 1727 AD under the 
patronage of Sawai Jai Singh II. It serves as the capital city of the culturally-rich state of Rajasthan. 
 The city was proposed to be nominated for its value of being an exemplary development in town 
planning and architecture that demonstrates an amalgamation and important exchange of ideas in the 
late medieval period,  In town planning, it shows an interchange of ancient Hindu, Mughal and 
contemporary Western ideas that resulted in the form of the city.  Recently, Jaipur City in Rajasthan, 
made its entry into the World Heritage Site list. 

 
Q94) With reference to ‘’Languages in Courts‘’, consider the following statements : 



 
1. Supreme Court hears petition or appeal in English only. 
2. Parliament by law can provide for any language to be used for proceedings in Supreme Court. 
3. State Legislative Assembly can authorise use of Hindi or any other language in the proceedings of High 
Court in its state. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
Answer: (b) 
Explanation: 
1. Recently Haryana State Assembly passed Official Language (Amendment) Bill, 2020 
2. Article 348 (1) provides that all proceedings in SC and in every High Court shall be in English Language 

until Parliament by law otherwise provides. Statement 2 is correct. 
3. Parliament has not made any provision for the use of Hindi or any other language in Supreme Court. 

Hence, SC hears only those who petition or appeal in English. Statement 1 is correct. 
4. Article 348 (2) provides that Governor, with consent of President, can authorize use of Hindi or any 

other language in proceedings of High Court. However, decrees, judgments or orders passed by such 
High Court shall be in English. Statement 3 is incorrect. 

5. Under Official Language Act of 1963, Governor, with consent of President, can authorise use of Hindi or 
official language of State, for purposes of judgment, decree or order passed by High Court. However, it 
shall be accompanied by a translation in English. 

6. State Government can declare language of Subordinate Courts. Language of High Court shall continue to 
be language of subordinate Court until State Government otherwise directs. 

 
Q95) Consider the following about National Population Register:  
1. It is mandatory for every citizen of India to register in the National Population Register. 
2. National Population Register is prepared under provisions of the Citizenship Act 1955. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only  
(b) 2 only  
(c) Both 1 and 2  
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Answer: (b) 
Explanation: 
1. National Population Register (NPR)  is a register of usual residents of the country. Register of citizens of 

country is National Register of Citizens. So Statement 1 is incorrect 
2. A usual resident is defined for the purposes of NPR as a person who has resided in a local area for the 

past 6 months or more or a person who intends to reside in that area for the next 6 months or more.  
3. It is being prepared at the local (Village/sub-Town), sub-District, District, State and National level under 

provisions of the Citizenship Act 1955 and the Citizenship (Registration of Citizens and issue of National 
Identity Cards) Rules, 2003. Statement 2 is correct. 

4.  
 
Q96) Recently, Isopropyl Alcohol (IPA)industrial solvent, was frequently in news. It is used in which of the 
following industry? 
1.Cosmetics 



 
2. Pharmaceuticals 
3.Food Industry 
Select the correct answer using the codes given below.  
(a) 1 and 3 only 
 (b) 2 and 3 only  
(c) 1 and 2 only  
(d) 1 ,2 and 3 
 
Answer: (d) 
Explanation: 
1. IPA 99% is frequently formulated into aftershaves, bath products, cosmetics, hand sanitizers, lotions, 

and perfumes as an extractant, diluent, anti-foam, or surfactant. It is extensively used in the nail care 
industry for making polishes and for cleaning nails.  

2.  For manufacturing medicines, IPA 99% is used to create, purify, and analyze compounds, as well as to 
decontaminate the reactors. 

3.  The food industry uses IPA 99% to process dyes, glazes, supplements, vinegar, and to sanitize surfaces, 
reactors, tools, and vats. So (d) is the correct answer. 

 
 
Q97) With reference to the Ganges River systems, consider the following statements: 
1. None of the left bank tributaries of Ganga originate in India. 
1. The last primary left bank territory of Ganga is Mahananda. 
2. Upper Ganga river is a Ramsar site. 
3. Yamuna, Kosi, Ken and Betwa are right bank primary tributaries of Ganga. 
Which of the statements given above is/are incorrect? 
(a)2 and 3 
(b)2, 3 and 4 
(c)1 and 4 
(d)1, 3 and 4 
 
Answer: (c) 
1. Explanation: 

Statement 1 is incorrect: Ramganga and Mahananda originate in Garhwal hills of Uttarakhand and 
Darjeeling Hills respectively. 

2. Statement 2 is correct: The primary left bank tributaries of Ganga are in the following order: Ramganga, 
Gomti, Ghaghra, Gandak, Kosi, and Mahananda. 

3. Statement 3 is correct: Upper ganga river Brijghat to Narora Stretch Uttar Pradesh is a Ramsar Site which 
is home to a large flora and fauna. 



 

4. Statement 4 is incorrect: Kosi is a left bank tributary. Ken and Betwa are primary tributaries of Yamuna. 
 
 
Q98) Which of the following can be used as an acid -base indicator by a visually impaired students? 
(a)Red cabbage juice. 
(b)Vanila essence 
(c)phenolphthalein 
(d)Petunia leaves 
 
Answer: (b) 
Explanation: 
Vanilla essence is an olfactory indicator. So, its smell is different in acid and basic media which can be 
detected easily by a visually impared student. Vanilla extract has a characteristic pleasant smell. If a basic 
solution like sodium hydroxide solution is added to vanilla extract then we cannot detect the characteristic 
smell of vanilla extract. An acidic solution like hydrochloric acid, however, does not destroy the smell of 
vanilla extract. So option (b) is correct answer. 
 
Q99) Consider the following statement with reference to Zoonotic Disease  
1. More than half of the known infectious diseases in the Human are zoonotic. 



 
2.  HIV-AIDS, West Nile fever and Typhoid are zoonotic disease 
3. Changes in food supply chains and the climate change crisis has major bearing on emergence of zoonotic 
disease. 
Select the correct answer using the codes given below.  
(a) 1 and 3 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only  
(c) 1 and 2 only  
(d) 1 ,2 and 3  
 
Answer: (a) 
1. Explanation: 

Statement 1 correct: About 60 per cent of known infectious diseases in humans and 75 per cent of all 
emerging infectious diseases are zoonotic, according to a new report published recently by the United 
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the International Livestock Research Institute (ILRI). 

2. Statement 2 incorrect: Typhoid is caused by bacteria Salmonella Typhi and Salmonella Paratyphi live 
only in humans. Hence it is not zoonotic disease. Examples of zoonoses include HIV-AIDS, Ebola, Lyme 
Disease, malaria, rabies, West Nile fever, and the current novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19) 
disease.  

3. Statement 3 correct: Travel, transport and food supply chains have erased borders and distances. 
Climate change has contributed to the spread of pathogens. 

4. The report identifies six other trends that seem to be driving the increasing emergence of zoonotic 
diseases. These include increasing  
1. Human demand for animal protein,  
2. Unsustainable agricultural intensification, 
3. Increased use and exploitation of wildlife,  
4. Unsustainable utilisation of natural resources accelerated by urbanisation,  
5. Land use change and extractive industries, 
6. Increased travel and transportation 

 
 
Q100) Consider the following statements with reference to “Project NETRA” 
1. It is a early warning system to safeguard Indian space assets. 
2. Project involves launched of three Satellites in Geosynchronous orbit. 
 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a)1 only  
(b)2 only  
(c)Both 1 and 2  
(d) Neither 1 and 2 
 
Answer: (a) 
Explanation: 
1. Statement 1 correct: Project NETRA’ – an early warning system in space to detect debris and other 

hazards to Indian satellites. It will give India its own capability in space situational awareness (SSA) like 
the other space powers — which is used to ‘predict’ threats from debris to Indian satellites. 

2. Statement 2 incorrect: No new satellite will be launched. Under NETRA, or Network for space object 
Tracking and Analysis, the ISRO plans to put up many observational facilities: connected radars, 
telescopes; data processing units and a control centre. 
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